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PREFACE 

 

The Eastern Mediterranean region occupies a unique place in the world. Geographically, it is 

situated at the crossroads of three continents: Asia, Africa and Europe. It is the cradle of several 

ancient civilizations: Egyptian, Babylonian, Assyrian, Phoenician, Persian, Greek and Roman, as 

well as the root of European and Western culture. It is the focus of three of the world’s great 

religions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. At present, the Eastern Mediterranean is adjacent to 

the wider Arab and predominantly Sunni Muslim world. Due to its rich historical heritage, the 

region is a diverse mosaic of cultures, ethnicities, religions and sects. A place of strategic 

importance, it has a long history of civilizational clashes, imperial conquests and inter-state 

conflicts. It is, without doubt, one of the most volatile and conflict-prone regions in the world. 

Despite of this fact or maybe because of it, the peoples of the Eastern Mediterranean have 

developed a distinct and recognizable culture.  

For most of the Common Era, the Eastern Mediterranean formed a part of the Roman and 

Byzantine Empires and several Islamic caliphates. The abolition of the last caliphate in 1924 

following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire was a watershed moment in the modern history 

of the Eastern Mediterranean and the broader Middle East. The French and the British divided 

the Ottoman regions into their spheres of influence. The artificial borders of new protectorates 

were drawn arbitrarily with little regard to demographic realities. Modern nation-states of 

Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan born out of those arrangements have not managed to this day 

to fully develop a sense of national identity able to bridge ethnic, tribal and sectarian loyalties. 

This unresolved identity crisis, when pitted against state nationalism and compounded by 

foreign intervention, has been the main causes of repeating cycles of conflict.  

One of the most important issues in the efforts to fashion a regional order based on Western 

values and principles has been the role of religion in the political sphere. Disillusionment and 

frustration equated Western secularism with injustice and oppression. The emergence of a 

potent movement of Islamic revival was driven by the nostalgia for Islam’s past glory and a 

contempt for Western values. The Iranian revolution of 1979 followed by the establishment of 

the Islamic Republic has been one of the most important examples of such Islamic awakening. 

After consolidating power internally, Iran’s religious establishment found fertile ground for the 

export of Shia Islamism in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. 



 
 

xliv 
 

In the Sunni Muslim context, the Islamic awakening was best advocated by the Muslim 

Brotherhood whose influence and presence spread throughout the region and far beyond. The 

Brotherhood came to power by a popular vote in the Gaza Strip in 2006 and briefly in Egypt on 

the initial wave of the Arab Spring. In Syria, although effectively suppressed in the early 1980s 

by Hafez al-Assad following a rebellion against the Baathist regime, the Brotherhood played a 

key role in the 2011 uprising against Hafez’s son Bashar. The subsequent Syrian civil war forged 

close ties with Turkish Islamists and the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) in Turkey 

whose ideology has been greatly influenced by the Muslim Brothers. The Brotherhood’s 

ideologues, in particular Sayyed Qutb – ‘the architect of worldwide jihad’* - inspired a variety of 

Islamist currents, including al-Qaeda and the Islamic State. In Turkey, the rise to power of the 

AKP under the leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan led to Ottoman nostalgia and legitimized 

the ideology of political Islam. The new regime began challenging Turkey’s secular and pro-

Western orientation. This change of direction has been manifested in irredentist, expansionist 

and pan-Islamic tendencies often described as ‘neo-Ottomanist’. But, despite its Islamist 

character, the ruling party has not rejected nationalism but rather emphasized the religious 

component of Turkish national identity, leading to a blend of nationalism and Islamism.  

The struggle for the hearts and minds of the people of the region has been complicated by 

Western involvement. The United States in particular has a long history of prioritizing 

economic and strategic interests in its foreign policy over democratic and liberal values. The 

West’s apparent failure, therefore, to practice abroad what it preaches at home has reinforced 

the sense of disillusionment with Western values, adding to the appeal of religious 

fundamentalism. Making matters more complicated, the Western-sponsored murderous Iran-

Iraq war of 1980-88 was followed two years later by a massive US-led Western intervention 

against Iraq’s genocidal treatment of its Kurdish population and its invasion of Kuwait. Just 

over a decade later, the US and its allies invaded Iraq a second time to dispose of the Hussein 

regime. The subsequent occupation of Iraq led to a long and bloody insurgency with a 

staggering human death toll. It created a favorable environment for sectarianism, radicalization 

and the emergence of an al-Qaeda branch in Iraq - a precursor of the Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS). Similarly, the Syrian civil war has brought a death-toll of around half a million and 

a humanitarian crisis on a scale unseen since World War II. The influx of Syrian refugees put an 

enormous economic and social burden on the neighboring countries of Lebanon, Jordan and 

Turkey. The conflict triggered a migration crisis in Europe that undermined Schengen, bitterly 

polarized Europeans and many believe contributed to Brexit. The chaos caused by the war 

enabled ISIS to wreak havoc in lands that fell under its control. ISIS-organized or inspired 

terrorist attacks swept across Europe and the West, undermining a sense of security, deepening 

the rift between indigenous and Muslim populations and leading to erosion of civil liberties. 

                                                           
* Jonathan Raban, ‘My Holy War,’ The New Yorker, 4 February 2002,  

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2002/02/04/my-holy-war.  

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2002/02/04/my-holy-war
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Over the next following years, the Syrian civil war became a regional quagmire. In 2015, Russia 

launched a military intervention in Syria to aid Bashar al-Assad’s regime. The intervention 

turned the tables of the war to the regime’s favor. It enabled Russia to secure its presence in the 

Eastern Mediterranean marking its resurgence in the Middle East, thereby challenging the US 

regional supremacy. On a parallel track, following the withdrawal of the US forces from Iraq 

and capitalizing on the rise of the Islamic State, Iran through several Shia militias including 

Hezbollah established a strong political and military presence in Iraq. Tehran, therefore, moved 

closer to completing the so-called ‘Shia crescent’ – the sphere of Iranian influence stretching 

from the Persian Gulf through Iraq and Syria to Lebanon. This ‘axis of resistance’, as Iran calls 

it, seeks to challenge the West’s and Israel’s dominance in the region. 

The decades-long Arab-Israeli conflict continued to have grave regional and global 

repercussions. At the outset, it led to the flight of Palestinians from Palestine and Jews from 

many Arab countries. Palestinian refugees triggered internal strife in Jordan and Lebanon. 

Jordan in turn expelled the Palestinians, while Lebanon descended into civil war. The fifteen 

year-long Lebanese civil war led to the Iranian Hezbollah permanently establishing itself in the 

country leading to continuing terrorism and intermittent conflict on the Lebanese-Israeli 

border.  

The outbreak of the Arab Spring was initially interpreted as a long overdue wave of 

democratization. Except for Tunisia, however, the results of the uprisings fell below expectations. 

When President Mubarak stepped down after thirty years in power, Egyptians were full of hope 

for a better future. However, after a brief experience with the democratically elected Muslim 

Brotherhood in power, Egypt returned to traditional politics. Following the NATO-supported 

ousting of Muammar Gaddafi, Libya also descended into civil war which allowed al-Qaeda, 

Islamic State and other jihadi groups to establish strategic footholds in the country. As in Syria, 

the involvement of external actors complicated the situation even further.  

Similarly, since the AKP came to power, Turkey has seen a gradual unraveling of democratic 

norms and institutions. Crackdowns on freedom of expression, purges and mass arrests of 

military and state employees, and constitutional changes concentrating power in the hands of 

the country’s new strongman all testify to Turkey’s slide to autocracy. Secularism – the country’s 

official policy since the time of Ataturk – has also come under attack. In the foreign policy 

sphere, Turkey has been drifting away from the West. Its relationship with Israel has become 

strained, while ties with Russia were strengthened. Its neo-Ottomanism found expression in the 

Aegean, the Eastern Mediterranean, Iraq, Syria and Libya.  

The last decade also saw promising hydrocarbons discoveries in the Levantine Basin that could 

potentially remold the region economically. At the same time, due to the region's complicated 

political and strategic environments, such discoveries could turn into flashpoints for new 

conflicts. Without question the modern history of the Eastern Mediterranean has been 

turbulent. The region has suffered from interstate wars, civil strifes and unresolved conflicts. 

Sectarianism, radicalization and religious extremism have bred intolerance and widespread 

persecution of religious minorities. Ancient communities living in the Levant for centuries have 
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been systematically wiped out. At the same time, rampant corruption and limited political 

accountability have led to widespread unemployment, poverty and growing sense of injustice. 

* * * 

The last decade bore witness to several important events that have and will continue to affect 

the historical development of the Eastern Mediterranean and the broader Middle East. These 

volumes are a record of such events as they took place. Adopting a three-pronged approach, we 

tracked evolving security challenges, the rising promise of the region’s energy potential, and 

grassroots bid for political reform. The changing security landscape, the new hydrocarbon 

discoveries, the so-called “Arab Spring” and its aftermath have given birth to new dynamics and 

challenged the validity of old paradigms. The complexity of such developments was 

compounded by the ebb and flow of superpower involvement. The return of Russia, the softly 

treading but growing Chinese presence and an uncertain US response risked a new round of 

superpower competition in the region. Fallout from the Second Gulf War and the frustrating 

process of Iraqi regime-change added to the effects of Syrian destabilization and fanned the 

flames of political Islam and the dream of a new caliphate. International and regional efforts to 

confront the Islamic State triggered dynamics that promised to further change the face of the 

region. The specter of the creation of a Kurdish corridor along the southern Turkish border, as 

well as the prospect of an Iranian arc from Tehran to the Mediterranean fanned the flames of 

long-standing disputes, such as the Turkish-Syrian territorial feud, the Israel-Iran 

confrontation, and the ageless Israeli-Palestinian struggle. 

To this volatile mix one must add the challenges to Western hegemony. During the last decade, 

the East Mediterranean has witnessed a growing disillusionment with Westernism, liberalism 

and Western-style democracy as the basis for good governance, economic prosperity and social 

and political stability. The last decade has also revealed the political impact of demography 

when combined with the latest products of the electronic age. Populations of key states in the 

region have not only increased, but so has the ratio of young to old. Moreover, these larger, 

younger populations are now interconnected and their voices amplified by electronic social 

media. Social and political mobilization has found new tools used with considerable effect in 

Egypt and elsewhere in the region. This new interconnectivity, however, has not worked in 

favor of Western political and social concepts. On the contrary, disillusionment with 

Westernism by ever larger and younger populations of the region has made it easier for both 

regional and global actors of non-Western powers to challenge American regional hegemony. 

Targeting liberalism as the driving concept behind globalism, Russian, Chinese and Turkish 

Eurasianists seek to legitimize illiberalism and even authoritarianism as a better organizing 

principle for states seeking political reform and economic prosperity. Eurasianism has been 

offered as the foundation of a revised concept of communalism, representing the sacred link 

between ‘peoples’ and their homelands, the link that gives rise to national and cultural 

characteristics to be savored and protected against the leveling effects of Western globalism. 

Rejection of the West has given new impetus to competing paradigms, paving the way to 



 
 

xlvii 
 

hegemony and dominance by powerful regional actors. In this context, new concepts of 

autocratic democracy resonate among advocates of political Islam, both Shia and Sunni. A 

Russian-Turkish-Iranian coalition has held up surprisingly well over their common Syrian 

undertaking despite some developing rifts, especially between Russia and Turkey over Ukraine 

and the Libyan internecine conflict. Turkish neo-Ottomanism based upon and fueled by 

intense nationalism and Islamism is another point of concern. Without doubt, efforts to re-

legitimize the idea of empire, if allowed to bear fruit, will have a profound effect on the future 

of the region and beyond. 

When seen from this perspective, the need to deal with the consequences of the region’s energy 

potential takes on a new element of urgency. Energy discoveries in the exclusive economic zone 

(EEZ) of the Republic of Cyprus (ROC) have triggered a confrontation between the ROC on one 

hand, and the Republic of Turkey and its internationally unrecognized proxy, the “Turkish 

Republic of North Cyprus”. Turkish claims against Greek maritime and insular territories, as 

well as involvement in other low and high intensity conflicts, including Syria and Libya, further 

threaten the stability of the region. On the other hand, the regional character of the nascent 

energy industry has contributed to a new East Mediterranean dynamic for regional co-

operation. Israel, Egypt, Greece, and Cyprus, with the apparent approval of the United States, 

slowly moved multilateral institutional cooperation that could help develop and ultimately 

defend the energy resources of the Eastern Mediterranean. Such cooperation, although 

explicitly non-exclusive of Turkey, aims nevertheless to avoid regional dominance by any single 

power. 

 

The year 2020 other than heralding a new decade, ushered in the COVID-19 pandemic. Efforts 

to deal with this global challenge, promise economic, social political and even security 

consequences. 

* * *  

Volumes 1 through 4 of the East Mediterranean Chronicles contain the product of ERPIC’s 

activities over the years 2009-2019. The current Volume 5 covers the year 2020. All volumes 

include timelines and transcripts of presentations, conferences, discussions and interviews, as 

well as reports and analyses by people that bore witness to the underlying events. The timelines 

mentioned, although not exhaustive, are meant to mark the significant events of the period 

being covered. Such timelines essentially consist of press reports of daily, weekly and monthly 

publications that cover the East Mediterranean region and world affairs that have a direct or 

indirect bearing upon the region. The content is reviewed for accuracy and objectivity and 

contradictory reports that amend or correct such content also appear as items on the timeline 

as of the date when they were published. While serious efforts are made to avoid fake news, the 

increasing sophistication of this type of reporting often makes it difficult to identify. Our 

editorial team makes every effort to produce a timeline that is both helpful and accurate, and 

enables the reader to form an overall picture of the trends, dynamics and developments in the 
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region. Also given differing points of view adopted by different and often competing media 

establishments, be they international, regional or national, the editors have consistently tried to 

present the different viewpoints in a balanced way. 

Regarding the contributions, all material originally recorded in electronic form have been 

transcribed, translated and edited where necessary by our permanent staff. Such editing, 

however, especially of material transcribed verbatim, has sought to ensure continuity and 

clarity while preserving the stylistic, grammatical and syntactical characteristics of the original 

material. We are deeply grateful to all who have so kindly, graciously and diligently contributed 

their valuable time to complete these volumes and compile the materials they contain. The 

Editors wish to thank all the contributors whose names appear in the List of Contributors at the 

end of each volume. In particular, the Editors wish to thank Andrew Lambert, Andrestinos N. 

Papadopoulos, Klearchos A. Kyriakides, Gary Lakes, Fanoulla Argyrou, Habib C. Malik and 

Marios L. Evriviades for their contributions, as well as Jacqueline Booth for her organizing 

skills. Special thanks are due to Ephraim Sneh, David Ben-Bashat, Eran Lerman, Yair 

Hirschfeld, David Altman, Baruch Spiegel, Elie Friedman and Konstantinos Stylianou for their 

invaluable help. 

 

     The Editors 

       2021 
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Introduction to Volume 5 

 

This Volume 5 of the East Mediterranean Chronicles covers the year 2020 and its contents are 
unavoidably under the shadow of the evolving pandemic. Nevertheless, the year started with 
some promising developments in the energy field with a short-lived export deal between Israel 
and Jordan, gas exports from Israel to Egypt, as well as further plans on the East Med pipeline 
project between Israel, Cyprus and Greece to supply Europe.  

Such events were soon overtaken by mounting tensions in Iraq and Syria over the US killing of 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard commander, and rising Turkish and other foreign involvement in the 
conflict in Libya. The year also saw the unfolding Turkish invasion in North Syria, and Turkish 
government-sponsored crossings of Greek borders by economic and other migrants posing as 
war refugees. At the same time, increasing Turkish incursions in the Cyprus EEZ and 
confrontations with the Greek Navy and Air Force in the Aegean elicited firm French support for 
Greece and Cyprus while the lukewarm attitude of the key European states revealed the 
importance of their close economic and military-export relationship with Turkey. Amongst the 
most important developments of the year were the Abraham Accords ending Israeli isolation in 
the Arab World and promising to open the door to an Israeli-Palestinian settlement. A few weeks 
earlier, the region was literally rocked by an immense explosion that obliterated the port of 
Beirut, devastated most of the rest of the city and was heard as far away as the island of Cyprus. 
Meanwhile on Cyprus, the Turkish occupation authorities announced their intention to resettle 
Varosha, a city deserted by its lawful inhabitants since the Turkish Invasion of 1974, and invited 
the Greek Cypriots to a new round of settlement talks, this time on the basis of two separate 
states. Adjacent to the region, war over Nagorno-Karabach affected several East Mediterranean 
regional players before it was brought to an uneasy halt through mainly Russian efforts. The end 
of the year witnessed a thaw in Israeli-Turkish relations, while a post-Brexit Britain and an 
economically pressured Turkey signed a free trade agreement.  

Regarding the Contributions to this Volume, these include commentaries on Iran by Ephraim 
Sneh (Item 1), on Libya by Ashraf Mohamed Maguib (Item 2), the Israeli elections by Elie 
Friedman (Item 3), as well as two overviews of the future of the East Mediterranean by Andrew 
Lambert (Item 4) and Eran Lerman (Item 5). These are followed by the report on an online 
conference organized by ERPIC in cooperation with the World Economic Roundtable, the S. 
Daniel Abraham Center for Strategic Dialogue, and the Maritime Policy & Strategy Research 
Center at the University of Haifa (Item 6). The next subject of focus are the escalating tensions 
in the Aegean and the Eastern Mediterranean covered by Vassilis Martzoukos in his three 
contributions (Items 7, 8 and 9) and by Antonia Dimou (Item 10). The war over Nagorno-
Karabach is the focus of Masis der Parthogh (Item 11) while Habib Malik (Item 12) describes the 
cumulative effects of Lebanon’s continuing adversities. Finally, Fanoulla Argyrou (Item 13) takes 
the opportunity of the renewed public interest on the fate of the abandoned city of Varosha in 
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Turkish-occupied Cyprus to briefly view Britain’s position on the matter as recorded in the official 
archives. 

 

 

 

  



 
 

3 
 

East Mediterranean Chronicles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Timeline Including Media and Press Review  

2020 

 

January 2020 

 

 

1 January 2020 

-  A seafood market in the Wuhan city in China linked to the outbreak of an unknown 

pneumonia virus was shut down after a day earlier China alerted the WHO to a novel disease.1 

 

1 January 2020  

-  Under a deal signed in 2016 between Israel and Jordan, Noble Energy commenced with a 

 three month  experimental natural gas shipments from Israel’s Leviathan gas field to Jordan’s 

 National Electricity Company (NEPCO).2 The $10 billion deal foresaw that Israel would 

 supply Jordan with approximately billion cubic meters (bcm) of natural gas over fifteen years, 

 turning it into Amman’s largest natural gas supplier.3  

 

2 January 2020 

- The Public Gas Corporation of Greece (DEPA) and gas exploration and production 
company Energean Oil and Gas signed a letter of intent for the supply of 2 bcm of gas 
per year via the East Med pipeline from East Mediterranean gas fields.4     

- Cyprus, Israel and Greece signed the East Med gas pipeline deal to carry East Mediterranean 

gas to Europe. The planned subsea pipeline will be almost 2,000 km-long and estimated to 

                                                           
1 Kristin Huang, ‘World Health Organisation in touch with Beijing after mystery viral pneumonia 

outbreak,’ South China Morning Post, 1 January 2020, https://bit.ly/3DwMDhs.  
2 Suleiman Al-Khalidi, ‘Jordan gets its first natural gas supplies from Israel,’ Reuters, 1 January 

2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/jordan-israel-gas-idUSL8N2960Q9.  
3 TOI Staff, ‘Israel consortium signs ‘historic’ 15-year, $10b gas deal with Jordan,’ Times of Israel, 26 

September 2016, https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-consortium-signs-15-year-10b-gas-deal-with-

jordan/.  
4 ‘DEPA, Energean sign letter of intent to supply EastMed with gas,’ Ekathimerini, 2 January 2020, 

https://www.ekathimerini.com/248040/article/ekathimerini/business/depa-energean-sign-letter-of-

intent-to-supply-eastmed-with-gas.  

https://bit.ly/3DwMDhs
https://www.reuters.com/journalists/suleiman-al-khalidi
https://www.reuters.com/article/jordan-israel-gas-idUSL8N2960Q9
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-consortium-signs-15-year-10b-gas-deal-with-jordan/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-consortium-signs-15-year-10b-gas-deal-with-jordan/
https://www.ekathimerini.com/248040/article/ekathimerini/business/depa-energean-sign-letter-of-intent-to-supply-eastmed-with-gas
https://www.ekathimerini.com/248040/article/ekathimerini/business/depa-energean-sign-letter-of-intent-to-supply-eastmed-with-gas
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cost up to $7 billion. The three countries hoped to reach a final investment decision by 2022 

and expect the project to be completed by 2025.5  

 

3 January 2020  

-  Qasem Soleimani, the commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards’ elite Quds Force, was 

assassinated in Baghdad by a targeted drone strike carried out by the US. Soleimani was 

allegedly responsible for Iran’s military operations in the Middle East, most notably its 

involvement in the Syrian civil war, and was described as the second most powerful man in 

Iran after the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei.6 In response to the attack, Iran vowed 

harsh retaliation.7 

 

4 January 2020 

- The World Health Organization (WHO) reported that there was a cluster of unusual 

pneumonia cases in Wuhan, China.8 

-  Libya’s parliament, the Libyan House of Representatives voted against an agreement reached 

between the Turkish government and the Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA) to 

deploy Turkish military in Libya. The Turkish parliament approved the deal.  

 

5 January 2020  

- The Iraqi parliament called for the expulsion of foreign troops following the killing of 
Soleimani.9  

- Turkey started deploying its troops to Libya, marking Ankara’s direct involvement in the 

Libyan civil war. The aim of Turkish military was to establish an operational center to support 

Turkey’s ally Fayez al-Sarraj, the head of the Libyan GNA, against the forces led by General 

Khalifa Haftar.10  

                                                           
5  Angeliki Koutantou, ‘Greece, Israel, Cyprus sign EastMed gas pipeline deal,’ Reuters, 2 January 2020, 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-greece-cyprus-israel-pipeline-idUSKBN1Z10R5.  
6 ‘Qasem Soleimani: US kills top Iranian general in Baghdad air strike,’ BBC, 3 January 2020, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-50979463; Nectar Gan, ‘Who was Qasem Soleimani, the 

Iranian commander killed by a US airstrike?’ CNN, 3 January 2020,  

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/01/03/asia/soleimani-profile-intl-hnk/index.html.  
7 ‘Iranian ambassador vows ‘harsh revenge’ in CNN interview,’ CNN, 4 January 2020, 

https://edition.cnn.com/videos/politics/2020/01/04/majid-takht-ravanchi-iranian-ambassador-to-un-

revenge-ebof-vpx.cnn.  
8 World Health Organization, ‘#China has reported to WHO a cluster of #pneumonia cases – with no 

deaths – in Wuhan, Hubei province. Investigations are under way to identify the cause of this illness,’ 

Twitter, 4 January 2020, https://twitter.com/WHO/status/1213523866703814656?s=20.  
9 Ahmed Rasheed, Ahmed Aboulenein, ‘Iraqi parliament backs government push to expel foreign 

troops,’ Reuters, 5 January 2020,  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iraq-security-parliament-idUSKBN1Z407Z.  
10 ‘Turkey begins deploying troops to Libya, says Erdogan,’ Deutsche Welle, 5 January 2020,  

https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-begins-deploying-troops-to-libya-says-erdogan/a-51894454,  

Tom Allinson, ‘Libya’s battle for Tripoli – what you need to know,’ Deutsche Welle, 17 April 2019,  

https://www.reuters.com/journalists/angeliki-koutantou
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-greece-cyprus-israel-pipeline-idUSKBN1Z10R5
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-50979463
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/01/03/asia/soleimani-profile-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/politics/2020/01/04/majid-takht-ravanchi-iranian-ambassador-to-un-revenge-ebof-vpx.cnn
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/politics/2020/01/04/majid-takht-ravanchi-iranian-ambassador-to-un-revenge-ebof-vpx.cnn
https://twitter.com/WHO/status/1213523866703814656?s=20
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iraq-security-parliament-idUSKBN1Z407Z
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-begins-deploying-troops-to-libya-says-erdogan/a-51894454
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6 January 2020 

-  Two additional Russian private military units joined the Wagner Group, a paramilitary 

organization present in Libya since the fall of 2019 – fighting in support of General Haftar in 

the Libyan civil war.11 

 

8 January 2020  

-  Russian President Vladimir Putin visited Turkey for the inauguration of the Turkish Stream 

pipeline. The pipeline, a joint project of Russia’s Gazprom and Turkey’s Botas, is expected to 

carry Russian gas to Turkey and further on to southern Europe allowing Russia to bypass 

Ukraine.12 In December 2019, the pipeline was opposed by the US as Washington believed that 

Turkish Stream together with Nord Stream 2 would pose a threat to Europe’s energy security 

and increase its dependence on Russia.13 

-   Egypt convened a ministerial-level meeting between Cyprus, France, Greece, and Italy 

 denouncing  Turkey’s agreement with Libya and pushing for a settlement to the Libyan 

 war.14 

-  In response to the killing of General Soleimani, Iran launched a missile attack on two US air 

bases in Iraq.15 No fatalities were reported in the attack, however more than a hundred US 

servicemen were injured.16 

 

9 January 2020  

-  A Ukrainian jet bound for Canada crashed on the outskirts of Teheran during take-off, killing 

 176.17 

 

                                                           
https://www.dw.com/en/libyas-battle-for-tripoli-what-you-need-to-know/a-48374754.  
11 Abdulkader Assad, ‘Two Russian firms join Wagner Group in supplying Haftar with mercenaries,’ 

Libya Observer, 6 January 2020, https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/two-russian-firms-join-wagner-

group-supplying-haftar-mercenaries.  
12 Andrew Wilks, ‘Putin, Erdogan deepen energy ties as Middle East tensions mount,’ Al Jazeera, 8 

January 2020, https://bit.ly/3GjloJ7.  
13 Georgi Gotev, ‘Additional line to Turkish Stream would face US sanctions, Euractiv, 30 December 

2019, https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/additional-line-to-turkish-stream-would-face-us-

sanctions/.  
14 Ministère de l'Europe et des Affaires étrangères, ‘Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Egypt, France, 

Cyprus and Greece – Final Communiqué (Cairo, 8 January 2020),’  

 https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/egypt/news/article/meeting-of-the-foreign-ministers-

of-egypt-france-cyprus-and-greece-final.  
15 ‘Iran attack: US troops targeted with ballistic missiles,’ BBC, 8 January 2020, 

 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-51028954.  
16 ‘Number of US troops wounded in Iran attack now at 110: Pentagon,’ France24, 22 February 2020, 

https://www.france24.com/en/20200222-number-of-us-troops-wounded-in-iran-attack-now-at-110-

pentagon.  
17 David Koenig, Jon Gambrell, ‘Ukrainian jet crash kills 176, sets off mourning in Canada,’ Associated 

Press, 9 January 2020, https://apnews.com/article/2a253e68d45381f16b89edc5cc45bba1.  

https://www.dw.com/en/libyas-battle-for-tripoli-what-you-need-to-know/a-48374754
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/two-russian-firms-join-wagner-group-supplying-haftar-mercenaries
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/two-russian-firms-join-wagner-group-supplying-haftar-mercenaries
https://bit.ly/3GjloJ7
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/additional-line-to-turkish-stream-would-face-us-sanctions/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/additional-line-to-turkish-stream-would-face-us-sanctions/
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/egypt/news/article/meeting-of-the-foreign-ministers-of-egypt-france-cyprus-and-greece-final
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/egypt/news/article/meeting-of-the-foreign-ministers-of-egypt-france-cyprus-and-greece-final
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-51028954
https://www.france24.com/en/20200222-number-of-us-troops-wounded-in-iran-attack-now-at-110-pentagon
https://www.france24.com/en/20200222-number-of-us-troops-wounded-in-iran-attack-now-at-110-pentagon
https://apnews.com/article/2a253e68d45381f16b89edc5cc45bba1
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11 January 2020  

-  China announced its first death from the new virus.18 

-  Iran admitted that the Ukrainian jet that crashed near Teheran two days earlier was 

accidentally shot down as it had been mistaken for a cruise missile.19 

 

13 January 2020 

- Following the ceasefire proposed by Russia and Turkey, the leaders of Libya’s rival warring 

parties Fayez al-Sarraj and Khalifa Haftar met in Russia for negotiations sponsored by Moscow 

and Ankara.20 

 

14 January 2020 

-   For the first time in the history of Israeli-Turkish relations, Israel’s military intelligence 

 designated Turkey as a regional security challenge.21  

- Libya ceasefire talks in Moscow broke down after General Haftar left Russia refusing to sign 

the deal which was accepted by al-Sarraj.22 

- Turkey issued a navigational telex (NAVTEX) active until 10th April 2020 for a seismic survey 

to be carried out by Turkish research vessel Oruc Reis in Blocks 4 and 5 in Cyprus exclusive 

economic zone (see Plate 1).23 

 

15 January 2020 

- Israel started exporting natural gas from its Leviathan field to Egypt as per the 2018 deal with 

private Egyptian company Dolphinus Holdings.24 The gas is being shipped via the subsea 

                                                           
18 ‘China reports first death from mysterious outbreak in Wuhan,’ Al Jazeera, 11 January 2020, 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/11/china-reports-first-death-from-mysterious-outbreak-in-

wuhan.  
19 ‘Iranian plane crash: Ukrainian jet was ‘unintentionally’ shot down,’ BBC, 11 January 2020, 

https://cutt.ly/NhSwKhU.  
20 Associated Press, ‘Russia hosts Libya’s rival leaders amid peace summit plans,’ Voice of America, 13 

January 2020, https://www.voanews.com/europe/russia-hosts-libyas-rival-leaders-amid-peace-summit-

plans.  
21 Judah Ari Gross, ‘In first, Turkey leader’s hostility noted as ‘challenge’ in annual intel report,’ The 

Times of Israel, 14 January 2020, https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-first-turkey-included-as-threat-in-

idfs-annual-intel-assessment/.  
22 ‘Libya conflict: Haftar 'leaves' Moscow ceasefire talks without deal,’ BBC, 14 January 2020, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-51104846.  
23 Nikos Meletis, ‘Οι Τούρκοι στέλνουν το ερευνητικό Oruc Reis δυτικά της Κύπρου,’ Liberal, 14 

January 2020, http://energy.reporter.com.cy/gas/article/84886/oi-toyrkoi-stelnoyn-to-erevnitiko-oruc-

reis-dytika-tis-kyproy.  
24 Aidan Lewis, Ari Rabinovitch, ‘UPDATE 2 – Israel starts exporting natural gas to Egypt under 

landmark deal,’ Reuters, 15 January 2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/israel-egypt-natgas-

idUSL8N29K1R8.  

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/11/china-reports-first-death-from-mysterious-outbreak-in-wuhan
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/11/china-reports-first-death-from-mysterious-outbreak-in-wuhan
https://cutt.ly/NhSwKhU
https://www.voanews.com/europe/russia-hosts-libyas-rival-leaders-amid-peace-summit-plans
https://www.voanews.com/europe/russia-hosts-libyas-rival-leaders-amid-peace-summit-plans
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-first-turkey-included-as-threat-in-idfs-annual-intel-assessment/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-first-turkey-included-as-threat-in-idfs-annual-intel-assessment/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-51104846
http://energy.reporter.com.cy/gas/article/84886/oi-toyrkoi-stelnoyn-to-erevnitiko-oruc-reis-dytika-tis-kyproy
http://energy.reporter.com.cy/gas/article/84886/oi-toyrkoi-stelnoyn-to-erevnitiko-oruc-reis-dytika-tis-kyproy
https://www.reuters.com/article/israel-egypt-natgas-idUSL8N29K1R8
https://www.reuters.com/article/israel-egypt-natgas-idUSL8N29K1R8
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pipeline connecting Israel to Egypt in the Sinai Peninsula.25 The pipeline is owned by the East 

Mediterranean Gas Company, with 39% stake in the company purchased in November 2019 

by Israel’s Delek Drilling, US's Noble Energy, and Egypt’s East Gas. The gas export deal was 

hailed as one of the most important agreements between Israel and Egypt since the 1978 peace 

accord.26 

- According to media reports, Turkey deployed approximately 2000 Syrian mercenaries to Libya 

to aid the GNA. The fighters were members of the Free Syrian Army and other Turkish-backed 

Islamist militias fighting against the Assad government in Syria.27 

 

16 January 2020  

- Turkey’s courts lifted a three-year ban imposed by the Turkish government on Wikipedia. 

Turkey was the only country next to China to completely block access to the website. The ban 

was imposed after Wikipedia refused to remove content citing Turkey’s cooperation with 

terrorist organizations.28  

- France formally requested membership in the East Mediterranean Gas Forum (EMGF).29 

 

17 January 2020 

- Hundreds of people protested in Amman against Jordan’s gas deal with Israel.30 

 

18 January 2020 

- The third EMGF ministerial meeting took place in Cairo initializing the organization’s statute. 

The EMGF members affirmed that the forum “will serve as their platform to create a 

structured dialogue on gas, and set an agenda to formulate common strategies and regional 

gas policies based on shared vision and backed by governmental cooperation for the 

prosperity of the region.” They also welcomed the establishment of the Gas Industry Advisory 

Committee (GIAC) as a permanent dialogue platform within the EMGF between government 

representatives and industry players.31 

                                                           
25 ‘Israel starts piping gas from Noble’s Leviathan field to Egypt,’ Offshore Energy Today, 16 January 

2020, https://www.offshore-energy.biz/israel-starts-piping-gas-from-nobles-leviathan-field-to-egypt/.  
26 ‘Noble Energy closes on acquisition of interest in the Eastern Mediterranean Gas (EMG) pipeline,’ 

Business Wire, 6 November 2019, https://bwnews.pr/3ywwOGC.  
27 Bethan McKernan, Hussein Akoush, ‘Exclusive: 2,000 Syrian fighters deployed to Libya to support 

government,’ The Guardian, 15 January 2020, https://bit.ly/3opG0ta.  
28 ‘Wikipedia back online in Turkey after judge lifts ban,’ Deutsche Welle, 16 January 2020, 

 https://www.dw.com/en/wikipedia-back-online-in-turkey-after-judge-lifts-ban/a-52018888.  
29 ‘France asks to join the Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum,’ Reuters, 16 January 2020,  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-gas/france-asks-to-join-eastern-mediterranean-gas-forum-

idUSKBN1ZF1V2.  
30 Omar Akour, ‘Hundreds protest in Jordan against gas deal with Israel,’ The Times of Israel, 17 January 

2020, https://www.timesofisrael.com/hundreds-protest-in-jordan-against-gas-deal-with-israel/.  
31 ‘Declaration of the third ministerial meeting of the East Mediterranean Gas Forum,’ Press and 

Information Office, Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Cyprus, 16 January 2020, 

https://www.offshore-energy.biz/israel-starts-piping-gas-from-nobles-leviathan-field-to-egypt/
https://bwnews.pr/3ywwOGC
https://bit.ly/3opG0ta
https://www.dw.com/en/wikipedia-back-online-in-turkey-after-judge-lifts-ban/a-52018888
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-gas/france-asks-to-join-eastern-mediterranean-gas-forum-idUSKBN1ZF1V2
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-gas/france-asks-to-join-eastern-mediterranean-gas-forum-idUSKBN1ZF1V2
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hundreds-protest-in-jordan-against-gas-deal-with-israel/
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- Turkey deployed its Hawk air defense system to Mitiga airport in Libya’s Tripoli.32  

- More than 370 people were injured by security forces during protests in Beirut in one of the 

worst incidences of violence since mass protests broke out in Lebanon in October 2020, 

sparked by the catastrophic economic situation and the widespread corruption.33  

 

18 January 2020 

- Turkish drillship Yavuz arrived in Block 8 of the Cyprus EEZ without the permission of the 

 Government of Cyprus (see Plate 2).The block was licensed for exploration by the Republic of 

 Cyprus (RoC) to Italian and French energy companies Eni and Total respectively.34 To that 

 date, since May 2019 Turkey had conducted four illegal drillings in the Cyprus EEZ.  

- Germany hosted an international conference on Libya signaling Berlin’s rising profile in the 

 Eastern Mediterranean.35 

- Jordan’s parliament unanimously passed a draft bill banning imports of Israeli gas to the 

country.36 

 

20 January 2020 

- China confirmed a human-to-human transmission of the new coronavirus amid fears of a 

major outbreak.37 

 

22 January 2020 

- After months of deadlock following the resignation of Prime Minister Saad Hariri sparked by 

 nationwide protests, a new government was formed in Lebanon. Hariri was replaced by 

 Hassan Diab, a university professor, a former minister of education and a self-declared 

                                                           
 https://www.pio.gov.cy/assets/pdf/newsroom/2020/01/Third%20EMGF%20declaration%2015-1-

2020.pdf.  
32 ‘Turkish ‘Hawk’ deployed in Tripoli,’ Arab Observer, 18 January 2020, 

 https://www.arabobserver.com/turkish-hawk-deployed-in-tripoli/.  
33 Reuters, ‘Hundreds injured in Lebanon amid continued crackdown on Beirut protests,’ NBC News, 19 

January 2020, https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/hundreds-injured-lebanon-amid-continued-

crackdown-beirut-protests-n1118621.  
34 AegeanHawk, ‘#Antalya Navtex 0143/20 drilling operations by Yavuz and escort vessels Ertugrul 

Bey, Osman Bey and Orhan Bey far south in #Cyprus Republic EEZ,’ Twitter, 17 January 2020, 

https://twitter.com/AegeanHawk/status/1218206643739090944/photo/1; Reuters Staff, ‘Turkey spars 

with EU over fresh drilling off Cyprus,’ Reuters, 19 January 2020, 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-cyprus-idUSKBN1ZI0G0. 
35 Christoph Hasselbach, ‘Berlin Libya conference: A first step towards peace?’ Deutsche Welle, 19 

January 2020, https://www.dw.com/en/berlin-libya-conference-a-first-step-toward-peace/a-52051027.  
36 Suleiman Al-Khalidi, ‘Jordan parliament passes draft law to ban gas imports from Israel,’ Reuters, 19 

January 2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-jordan-israel-gas/jordan-parliament-passes-draft-law-

to-ban-gas-imports-from-israel-idUKKBN1ZI0GE.  
37 ‘China confirms human-to-human transmission of new coronavirus,’ Al Jazeera, 20 January 2020, 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/20/china-confirms-human-to-human-transmission-of-new-

coronavirus.  

https://www.pio.gov.cy/assets/pdf/newsroom/2020/01/Third%20EMGF%20declaration%2015-1-2020.pdf
https://www.pio.gov.cy/assets/pdf/newsroom/2020/01/Third%20EMGF%20declaration%2015-1-2020.pdf
https://www.arabobserver.com/turkish-hawk-deployed-in-tripoli/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/hundreds-injured-lebanon-amid-continued-crackdown-beirut-protests-n1118621
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/hundreds-injured-lebanon-amid-continued-crackdown-beirut-protests-n1118621
https://twitter.com/AegeanHawk/status/1218206643739090944/photo/1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-cyprus-idUSKBN1ZI0G0
https://www.dw.com/en/berlin-libya-conference-a-first-step-toward-peace/a-52051027
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-jordan-israel-gas/jordan-parliament-passes-draft-law-to-ban-gas-imports-from-israel-idUKKBN1ZI0GE
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-jordan-israel-gas/jordan-parliament-passes-draft-law-to-ban-gas-imports-from-israel-idUKKBN1ZI0GE
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/20/china-confirms-human-to-human-transmission-of-new-coronavirus
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/20/china-confirms-human-to-human-transmission-of-new-coronavirus
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 technocrat formally not associated with any Lebanese party. His candidacy was backed by 

 Shia Hezbollah and Amal parties as well as the Christian Free Patriotic Movement. 

 Despite being a Sunni, Diab’s government was not backed by the March 14 Alliance led by 

 the Sunni Future Movement. The new government was quickly denounced by the protesters 

 as being dominated by the old corrupt political class.38 

- Mass protests erupted in the Greek islands of Chios, Lesbos and Samos, demanding the 

 government to take action against heavy migration flows to the islands.39 

 

23 January 2020 

- Turkish Defence Minister Hulusi Akar called on Greece to demilitarize 16 Greek islands in 

 the Aegean near the Turkish coast.40 

- Quarantine was imposed on the cities of Wuhan, Xiantao and Chibi in Hubei province of 

 China due to the spread of the new coronavirus.41 

 

24 January 2020 

- France confirmed its first three cases of the new coronavirus, the first ones announced in 

 Europe.42 

 

30 January 2020 

-  The Czech Republic became the first country in the Schengen Zone to stop granting visas to 

 Chinese nationals.43 

 

31 January 2020 

- The United Kingdom officially left the European Union.44 

- Russia closed its borders with China due to the spread of the new coronavirus.45  

                                                           
38 ‘Lebanon protests: New government ends months of deadlock,’ Al Jazeera, 22 January 2020,  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-51189782.  
39 Derek Gatopoulos, ‘Greek islanders strongly protest overcrowded refugee camps,’ The Associated 

Press, 22 January 2020, https://apnews.com/article/84b62c43f580b62f385c54f3d2280c75.  
40 Newsroom, ‘Akar reiterates calls on Greece to demilitarize 16 Greek islands,’ Ekathimerini, 23 January 

2020, https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/248738/akar-reiterates-calls-on-greece-to-demilitarize-16-

greek-islands/.  
41 ‘China coronavirus: Lockdown measures rise across Hubei province,’ BBC, 23 January 2020, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51217455.  
42 Reuters Staff, ‘France confirms first three cases of coronavirus in Europe,’ Reuters, 24 January 2020,  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-health-france-idUSKBN1ZN2CW.  
43 ‘Coronavirus: Czech Republic Becomes First Schengen Country to Stop Granting Visas in China,’ 

Schengen Visa Info, 30 January 2020, https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/coronavirus-czech-

republic-becomes-first-schengen-country-to-stop-granting-visas-in-china/.  
44 Brexit: The UK has officially left the EU - what happens next?’ BBC, 31 January 2020, 

https://bbc.in/3pqgtPM.  
45 ‘Russia closes Far East border over coronavirus,’ The Moscow Times, 30 January 2020,  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-51189782
https://apnews.com/article/84b62c43f580b62f385c54f3d2280c75
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/248738/akar-reiterates-calls-on-greece-to-demilitarize-16-greek-islands/
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/248738/akar-reiterates-calls-on-greece-to-demilitarize-16-greek-islands/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51217455
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-health-france-idUSKBN1ZN2CW
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/coronavirus-czech-republic-becomes-first-schengen-country-to-stop-granting-visas-in-china/
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/coronavirus-czech-republic-becomes-first-schengen-country-to-stop-granting-visas-in-china/
https://bbc.in/3pqgtPM


 
 

10 
 

31 January 2020 

- WHO declared the outbreak of the coronavirus disease in China as a global emergency.46 

 Russia closed its borders with China.47 Italy suspended all flights to and from China and 

 declared a state of emergency after two Chinese tourists in Rome were tested positive.48 

 

 

February 2020 

 

2 February 2020 

-  Following incidents between Greek fishermen and Turkish border police, Greece increased 

  its military presence along its border with Turkey on the Evros River.49 

 

3 February 2020 

- Syrian government soldiers were killed by Turkish shelling in retaliation for an earlier killing 

 of five Turkish soldiers and three civilians during the ‘Dawn of Idlib 2’ offensive in north-

 west Syria. The campaign was launched in December 2019 by the Syrian regime forces 

 supported by Iran and Russia  against opposition forces including the Turkish-backed Syrian 

 National Army, an al-Qaeda offshoot Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and other rebel and jihadi 

 groups. 50 

 

5 February 2020 

- The French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle arrived in Block 8 in Cyprus EEZ where Turkey 

sent its drillship Yavuz two weeks before (see Plate 2). Block 8 has been licensed for 

hydrocarbon exploration to the French and Italian companies Total and Eni respectively.51  

- According to media reports, more than half a million people were displaced as a result of the 

                                                           
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/01/30/russia-closes-far-east-border-over-coronavirus-a69100.  
46 ‘WHO declares coronavirus global emergency as death toll rises,’ 31 January 2020, 

 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/31/who-declares-coronavirus-global-emergency-as-death-toll-

rises.  
47 ‘Coronavirus: Czech Republic becomes first Schengen country to stop granting visas in China,’ 

Schengen Visa Info, 30 January 2020, https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/coronavirus-czech-

republic-becomes-first-schengen-country-to-stop-granting-visas-in-china/.  
48 ‘Italy suspends all China flights as coronavirus cases confirmed in Rome,’ The Local, 31 January 2020, 

https://www.thelocal.it/20200131/italy-suspends-all-china-flights-after-coronavirus-cases-confirmed-

in-rome.  
49 Florian Schmitz, ‘Greece boosts military presence along Turkish border,’ Deutsche Welle, 2 February 

2020, https://www.dw.com/en/greece-boosts-military-presence-along-turkish-border/a-52208274.  
50 ‘Turkish soldiers killed in Syrian army shelling in Idlib,’ BBC, 3 February 2020, 

 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-51354545;  

‘Turkey targets Syria troops in deadly counterattack,’ Deutsche Welle, 3 February 2020, 

 https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-targets-syria-troops-in-deadly-counterattack/a-52238424.  
51 ‘French aircraft carrier in Cyprus Block 8,’ Ekathimerini, 5 February 2020, 

 https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/249188/french-aircraft-carrier-in-cyprus-block-8/.  

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/01/30/russia-closes-far-east-border-over-coronavirus-a69100
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/31/who-declares-coronavirus-global-emergency-as-death-toll-rises
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/1/31/who-declares-coronavirus-global-emergency-as-death-toll-rises
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/coronavirus-czech-republic-becomes-first-schengen-country-to-stop-granting-visas-in-china/
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/coronavirus-czech-republic-becomes-first-schengen-country-to-stop-granting-visas-in-china/
https://www.thelocal.it/20200131/italy-suspends-all-china-flights-after-coronavirus-cases-confirmed-in-rome
https://www.thelocal.it/20200131/italy-suspends-all-china-flights-after-coronavirus-cases-confirmed-in-rome
https://www.dw.com/en/greece-boosts-military-presence-along-turkish-border/a-52208274
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-51354545
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-targets-syria-troops-in-deadly-counterattack/a-52238424
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/249188/french-aircraft-carrier-in-cyprus-block-8/
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the ‘Dawn of Idlib 2’ offensive in north-west Syria sparking concerns of another refugee crisis. 

Most refugees attempted to flee to Turkey, however Ankara kept the border closed.52  

 

11 February 2020 

- WHO named the new coronavirus “COVID-19”, short for “coronavirus disease 2019”.53 The 

death toll of the virus surpassed 1,000, the vast majority of them in China.54 

- Six Libyan families sued Libya’s General Khalifa Haftar, a US citizen, in US for allegedly 

 committing  war crimes. The families claimed their relatives were victims of murder, injuries, 

 or attempted killings  by the Haftar forces. They also stated they wanted to bring to light 

 serious human rights abuses committed by the Libyan National Army (LNA) led by 

 Haftar.55 

 

12 February 2020 

- The United Nations reported that more than 700,000 people, mainly women and children, 

 had been displaced since the beginning of December 2019 in the Syrian province of Idlib.56  

 

14 February 2020 

- Egypt became the first country in the Eastern Mediterranean to confirm a COVID-19 

infection.57 

 

15 February 2020 

- France reported the first death in Europe due to COVID-19. The victim was a Chinese man 

 from Hubei province.58 

 

19 February 2020 

- Two people died in Iran due to COVID-19, being also the first two cases of infection confirmed 

                                                           
52 ‘500,000 flee Syrian regime’s deadly offensive in Idlib,’ 5 February 2020, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/04/syria-half-a-million-displaced-in-idlib-says-un-body.  
53 ‘Naming the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the virus that causes it,’ World Health Organization, 

https://bit.ly/3xVQcMY.  
54 ‘Coronavirus death toll surpasses 1,000,’ Deutsche Welle, 11 February 2020, https://bit.ly/3DuuOQn.  
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 in the country.59 

 

21 February 2020 

- The first cases of COVID-19 infections were reported in Lebanon and Israel. In the former, the 

 infected individual was a Lebanese national who had returned from Iran.60 In the latter, it was 

 a passenger of the Diamond Princess cruise ship returning to Israel.61 

- Italy reported its first death due to COVID-19. Two clusters of local transmissions were 

 discovered in the northern part of country.62 A day later, several towns were placed under 

 a lockdown, a measure imposed in Europe for the first time in history.63 

 

26 February 2020 

- Greece reported its first case of COVID-19 infection, a Greek woman who had recently 

 returned from Italy.64 

 

27 February 2020 

- Italian company Eni and Spanish company Naturgy reached an agreement allowing the 

 Damietta LNG plant, idle since 2012, to restart by June. Under the agreement, the plant 

 would be 50% owned by Eni, 40% by the Egyptian Natural Gas Holding Company (EGAS) and 

 10 % by the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation (EGPC).65 

- At least 33 Turkish soldiers were killed in the alleged Russian airstrikes on a Turkish convoy 

 in the Idlib province, raising concerns over dangerous escalation of violence between Turkish 

 forces, its proxies and jihadi rebels on one side, and the Syrian government supported by 

 Russia and Iran on the other. It was the highest number of Turkish losses since the 
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 beginning of the Syrian civil war.66 Russia denied involvement in the attack, while Ankara 

 blamed the Syrian regime forces for the event. In retaliation, on the same day Turkey launched 

 a military operation against the Syrian Armed Forces dubbed Operation Spring Shield.67 

 Turkish and Russian presidents agreed to cooperate to normalize the situation.68 

 

28 February 2020 

- Turkish officials said Ankara would no longer prevent refugees from going to Europe, 

 essentially abolishing the 2016 migration pact with the EU. A day later, Erdogan confirmed 

 it in a televised address, citing the lack of Europe’s support for Turkey’s operation in Idlib 

 and the new humanitarian crisis caused by the offensive in north-west Syria. The 

 announcement sparked a new migration wave towards the Turkish-Greek border. The 

 Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said Athens would block any illegal entries.69   

- According to media reports, Turkish authorities organized free bus services to transport 

 migrants to its border with Greece.70  

- Italy activated the EU’s civil protection mechanism, asking EU countries for assistance in 

 supplying it with facemasks.71 

 

29 February 2020 

- As the number of people arriving to the Greek-Turkish border increased, clashes erupted 

 between the Greek border police and migrants trying to cross the border by force. Athens 

 accused Ankara of an organized attempt to violate its borders and vowed to push back.72 
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March 2020 

 

1 March 2020 

- Greece suspended asylum applications and invoked emergency clause under EU law.73 Violent 

clashes erupted between the Greek riot police and migrants attempting to cross the border by 

force.74  

 

2 March 2020 

- In an escalating war of words between Ankara and Athens, Turkey accused Greece of killing 

a Syrian migrant trying to cross the border. The Greek side denounced it as fake news and 

Turkish propaganda.75 

- Jordan reported its first case of COVID-19 infection, a person returning from Italy.76 

 

3 March 2020 

- Erdogan threatened Europe with millions of migrants soon arriving at its border, claiming 

 that Turkey had turned down an EU offer of one billion euros in addition to the 6 billion 

 agreed in 2016. German Chancellor Angela Merkel denounced Turkey’s behavior.77 

- Iran temporarily released 54,000 prisoners to curb the spread of COVID-19.78 

- In a sign of solidarity with Greece, the presidents of the European Council, the European 

 Parliament, the European Commission and the rotational presidency of the Council 

 accompanied Greek Prime Minister Mitsotakis to the migration crisis zone at the Greek 

 border. The EU leaders accused Turkey of using migrants as a political weapon. They 

 expressed their full support for Athens, pledging to send border guard reinforcements and 

 to provide €350 million of aid to Greece.79 Mitsotakis described the crisis as an attempt by 
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 Turkey to use the migrants to promote its geopolitical agenda.”80 

 

5 March 2020 

- After a dangerous escalation of fighting during which Turkey shot down three Syrian 

 military jets, Moscow and Ankara announced a ceasefire in the Idlib region. As part of the 

 deal, Russian and Turkish troops would henceforth conduct joint patrols in the  province.81 

- Ankara sent 1,000 police special forces to the Greek border to stem the pushback of migrants 

 towards Turkish territory and accused the Greek side of wounding migrants trying to 

 cross the border.82 

 

6 March 2020 

- Global COVID-19 cases surpassed 100,000, with China, Italy and Iran being the hardest hit 

 countries in the world.83 

- Russia rejected the cut in oil production proposed by the Organization of the Petroleum 

 Exporting Countries (OPEC) due to the oil price fall caused by the coronavirus pandemic.84 

 

7 March 2020 

- Erdogan ordered the Turkish coast guard to stop migrants crossing the border with Greece.85 

 

8 March 2020 

- Egypt reported its first coronavirus death, a 60-year-old patient from Germany.86 
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9 March 2020 

- With the worst outbreak of COVID-19 outside China, Italy became the first country in the 

 world to impose a nation-wide lockdown, severely restricting non-essential travel and 

 banning public gatherings.87 Israel introduced a mandatory 14-day self-quarantine for all 

 arrivals into the country.88 

- The Republic of Cyprus reported its first two cases of COVID-19, both recent returnees 

 from Italy and the UK.89 

- Following Saudi Arabia’s announcement that it would discount its oil and increase 

 production, oil prices plummeted by 30% in the largest drop since the First Gulf War. 

 According to analysts, the move was an attempt to punish Russia for its earlier refusal to 

 accept OPEC’s price cut deal.90 

- Azerbaijan became the first Muslim country to be represented at an American-Israeli Political 

 Action Committee (AIPAC) annual conference in Washington.91 

 

10 March 2020 

- During Erdogan’s visit to Brussels, the EU and Ankara agreed to review the 2016 migration 

 deal. In the following meeting with NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, Erdogan 

 asked the Alliance to  support Turkey’s campaign in Syria. 

- Greece closed all schools and universities for two weeks due to the spread of COVID-19.92 

- Jordan closed border crossings with Israel and the West Bank, as well as its land border with 

Iraq and seaports to shipping from Egypt.93 

 

11 March 2020 

- WHO declared the coronavirus outbreak a global pandemic.94  
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- Following the first reported COVID-19 case, Turkey closed its schools, universities and sport 

 venues.95  

 

12 March 2020 

- Greece reported its first death due to COVID-19.96  

- In an attempt to contain the spread of the virus, the US unilaterally suspended flights from 

 the Schengen Area, drawing criticism from the EU.97 Syria banned all sport activities.98 

 Israel shut down schools and  kindergartens.99 

- China sent medical aid to Italy and Spain to help them battle the coronavirus pandemic.100 

 Criticizing the EU’s lack of solidarity, Italian authorities said that China had been the only 

 country to respond to Rome’s request for help to that date.101 

 

13 March 2020 

- Cyprus closed its borders for fifteen days due to coronavirus.102  

- Lebanon closed schools and universities, banned social gatherings and cut working hours in 

 public sector to prevent the spread of the virus.103 

 

14 March 2020 

- Egypt and France carried out joint naval exercise in the Mediterranean.104 
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15 March 2020 

- Lebanon announced a two-week lockdown over COVID-19, including closing of all ports of 

 entry.105  

 

17 March 2020 

- EU closed its external border to curb the spread of COVID-19.106  

- Iran released an additional 85,000 prisoners to curb the coronavirus spread.107  

- Turkey confirmed its first death caused by the virus.108 

- The Israeli government approves emergency regulations allowing internal security service to 

 apply mass surveillance technology to enforce quarantine and trace the movement of people 

 infected or potentially infected by the virus, raising concerns related to civil rights 

 violations.109 

- The US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said Russia was responsible for the February airstrike 

 on Turkish convoy in Idlib.110 

 

18 March 2020 

- Italy called for joint EU bonds to be issued to finance recovery from the COVID-19 crisis.111 

- Turkey submitted to the UN geographical coordinates of the outer limits of the continental 

 shelf claimed by Ankara in the Eastern Mediterranean further to its delimitation 

 memorandum with Libya’s GNA (see Plate 3).112 

 

19 March 2020 

- With more than 3,405 victims of COVID-19, Italy surpassed China’s death toll due to the 
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virus.113 

 

20 March 2020 

- Bloomberg reported that in 2019 Russia was trying to bring Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, Muammar 

al-Gaddafi’s son, to power in Libya. According to unconfirmed report, the person responsible 

for the operation was Yevgeny Progozhin, the owner of the Wagner Group providing 

mercenaries to Libya.114 Progozhin was also reportedly linked to a Russian plot to influence 

elections in Libya through a troll farm.115 

 

21 March 2020 

- Cyprus reported its first death due to coronavirus.116  

- Turkey imposed a curfew for people over age 65.117  

- Lebanese government urged citizens to implement a “self-curfew”.118 

 

22 March 2020 

- Greece introduced a total coronavirus lockdown, prohibiting all non-essential movement of 

people.119  

- Syria confirmed its first COVID-19 case. The opposition, however, claimed the virus had been 

present in the country for weeks, most probably brought to Syria from Iran.120 

- Russia sent medical aid to Italy to help it fight the pandemic.121 
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23 March 2020 

- Germany rejected Italy’s call to issue “coronavirus bonds” to fight economic crisis caused by 

the pandemic.122 

 

24 March 2020 

- Libya confirmed its first coronavirus case.123  

- Egypt declared a two-week curfew to prevent the spread of the virus.124  

 

26 March 2020 

- Lebanon imposed partial curfew due to coronavirus.125 

 

28 March 2020 

- Jordan reported its first coronavirus death.126 

 

31 March 2020 

- Despite pressure, in contrast to most European and Eastern Mediterranean countries the 

Turkish government refused to impose a total lockdown opting instead to keep the economy 

going.127 

- The EU launched operation IRINI to enforce the UN arms embargo on Libya. The mission’s 

primary task would be to carry out inspections of vessels on the high seas off the coast of Libya 

suspected to be carrying arms or related material to and from Libya. Its mandate was to last 

until 31 March 2021.128 
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April 2020 

 

3 April 

- The head of the EU Commission Ursula von der Leyen apologized to Italy for lack of EU 

support in tacking the coronavirus pandemic.129 

 

4 April 

- Libya confirmed its first death due to COVID-19.130 

 

7 April 

- Egypt announced it would ban religious gatherings during Ramadan to prevent the spread of 

coronavirus.131 

- Israel imposed a three-day national lockdown during the Passover holiday.132 

 

8 April 

- Middle East Eye news website alleged that the crown prince of Abu Dhabi Mohammed bin 

Zayed offed $3 billion to Bashar al-Hafez to break the cease fire agreed between Russia and 

Turkey and re-launch the offensive against Idlib. According to the report, the UAE wanted to 

tie the Turkish army in the war in Syria in order to prevent it from defending Tripoli against 

Khalifa Haftar’s forces in Libya. According to the same report, the UAE’s plan to break the 

ceasefire was prevented by the Russians.133 

 

9 April  

- Turkey extended NAVTEX for seismic survey carried out in parts of Blocks 4 and 5 within 

 Cyprus exclusive economic zone until 10th June 2020 (see Plate 1).134 
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10 April 

- Libya’s GNA claimed that the United Arab Emirates was supplying General Khalifa Haftar’s 

forces with a sophisticated Israeli air defence system transferred via Egypt to counter 

the Turkish drones supplied to the Libyan GNA, some of which were allegedly produced in 

Israel.135 

- Energean upgraded Israel’s Karish North field’s reserves to 1.2 trillion cubic feet (tcf) and 

estimated it would begin production in 2022.136 

- Turkey supplied Israel with medical equipment to fight the coronavirus, while Israel agreed 

for a similar shipment to be sent to the Palestinian Authority.137 

 

12 April 

- The US coronavirus death toll reaches 20,000, the highest in the world.138 

- Russia and OPEC countries reached a deal to reduce global oil production by 10%, ending the 

oil price war. It was the largest oil-output cut in history.139 

 

13 April 

- GNA took over six cities and other strategic areas previously under Haftar’s control.140 

- Due to the coronavirus pandemic, ExxonMobil announced it would postpone verification 

drilling scheduled to take place in Block 10 of Cyprus’s exclusive economic zone to September 

2021.141 

- Erdogan stated that Turkey had delivered Covid-19-related medical equipment to 34 

countries, including several EU states, signaling Ankara’s ambition to capitalize on the 

pandemic through ‘humanitarian diplomacy’.142  
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- According to some news reports, Russia allegedly started recruiting youth from Syria to fight 

in Libya alongside the LNA.143  

 

20 April 

- Turkey sent its Yavuz drillship to Cyprus EEZ for drilling operations in Blocks 6 that would 

last until 18th July, according to NAVTEX issued by Ankara (see Plate 4).144  

- It was reported that due to the coronavirus pandemic, Turkey would postpone the launching 

of the Russia-purchased S-400 missile defense system but had no intention of withdrawing 

from the deal.145 

- Following several inconclusive parliamentary elections, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and 

his political rival Benny Gantz signed an agreement to form an emergency unity government 

to tackle the coronavirus pandemic. The deal foresaw a rotational prime ministership.146 

- Cyprus government issued a statement condemning Turkish illegal drilling within the Cyprus 

EEZ, calling it an “act of piracy” that constituted a serious violation of the sovereign rights and 

jurisdiction of the Republic of Cyprus, contrary to international law. In addition, the Cyprus 

government stressed that Turkey’s illegal seismic surveys and “militarization” of the Eastern 

Mediterranean threatened peace and security in the region.147 

 

20 April 

- Egypt announced that production had begun from wells in the Zohr field.148 

 

21 April 

- The speaker of Tobruk-based House of Representatives Aguila Saleh proposed a new roadmap 

for the solution of the Libyan civil war. The central element of the roadmap was the 
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reconstruction of the election of a new presidential council which would be tasked to form a 

new government.149 

 

26 April 

- In an interview given to a Cypriot news outlet, the US ambassador to Cyprus Judith Garber 

urged Turkey to stop drilling in the Cyprus EEZ.150 

 

27 April 

- Lebanon’s first offshore gas drilling was announced as being unsuccessful.151 

 

29 April 

- IGI Poseidon, a joint venture between the Greek gas company DEPA and Italian energy 

company Edison developing the East Med gas pipeline project, launched a tender for two 

contractors to build offshore sections of the pipeline. 152 

 

30 April 

- The University of Oxford and AstraZeneca, a British-Swedish multinational pharmaceutical 

company, announced an agreement for the global development and distribution of a 

Covid-19 vaccine.153 

 

 

May 2020 

 

1 May 

- The February deal to restart Damietta LNG’s operations fell through due to conditions of the 

agreement not being met.154 

 

4 May 

- Eni and Total announced they would postpone offshore drilling operations in Cyprus until 

March or April 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. They had planned to conduct 

                                                           
149 ‘Aguila Saleh proposes a new presidential council to resolve the Libyan crisis,’ Al Marsad, 24 April 

2020, https://bit.ly/3pvdo11.  
150 ‘US ambassador calls on Turkey to end Yavuz operations,’ In Cyprus, 26 April 2020,  

https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/us-ambassador-calls-on-turkey-to-end-yavuz-operations/.  
151 Timour Azhari, ‘Lebanon’s first offshore gas drill is a huge disappointment,’ Al Jazeera, 27 April 

2020, https://bit.ly/32WPunf.  
152 Brief Team, ‘Προκηρύχθηκε διαγωνισμός για τις διαδικασίες East Med,’ Brief, 30 April 2020,  

https://www.brief.com.cy/energeia/prokiryhthike-diagonismos-gia-tis-diadikasies-east-med.  
153 Adrian Kemp, ‘AstraZeneca and Oxford University announce landmark agreement for COVID-19 

vaccine,’ AstraZeneca, 30 April 2020, https://bit.ly/3EsoxFW.  
154 Stuart Elliott, Gianluca Baratti, ‘Deal to restart Egypt’s Damietta LNG plant falls through,’ S&P 

Global, 24 April 2020, https://bit.ly/3EAcp64.  

https://bit.ly/3pvdo11
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/us-ambassador-calls-on-turkey-to-end-yavuz-operations/
https://bit.ly/32WPunf
https://www.brief.com.cy/energeia/prokiryhthike-diagonismos-gia-tis-diadikasies-east-med
https://bit.ly/3EsoxFW
https://bit.ly/3EAcp64


 
 

25 
 

exploratory drilling at the Kronos site in Block 6.155 

 

5 May 

- Greece claimed Turkish fighter jets harassed a military helicopter carrying Greek defense 

minister over the Aegean Sea. Turkey denied the accusation saying Greece was 

overdramatizing Ankara’s routine flights in the region.156 

- Greece announced a restoration of diplomatic ties with Syria and assigned a Special Envoy of 

Greece’s Foreign Ministry for Syria.157 

- Israel signed a military deal with Athens for the lease of Heron drones to boost Greece’s border 

defense.158  

 

6 May 

- According to the leaked UN report, Russian private military company Wagner Group had up 

to 1,200 personnel fighting in Libya on the side of General Haftar.159 

 

7 May 

- The US approved a $2.3 billion deal on attack helicopters for Egypt, despite concerns over 

human rights violations.160 

- The official Twitter account of the State of Israel managed by the country’s Foreign Ministry 

tweeted that Israel was proud of its relations with Turkey and hoped their ties would grow 

even stronger in the future, sparking speculation about a possible thaw in Turkish-Israeli 

relations.161 

 

11 May 

- In a joint declaration, Cyprus, Greece, Egypt, France and UAE condemned Turkey’s activities 

in the Cyprus EEZ. The ministers of the five countries also reiterated that Turkey-GNA 

maritime and military deals were in violation of international law, and condemned Ankara’s 
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weaponization of migrants, violations of Greek airspace, and its military intervention in Libya. 

Notably absent from the joint declaration was Israel.162 Turkey reacted by describing the group 

as “alliance of evil”.163  

 

13 May 

- A four-day lockdown started in Lebanon due to the rise in coronavirus cases.164 

- Jordan’s Constitutional Court ruled that the 2016 natural gas deal between Israel and Jordan 

couldn’t be cancelled, saying that only the king could ratify international agreements which 

once ratified were binding on the state.165  

- France signed an agreement with Cyprus to service French warships at Cyprus’s Mari naval 

base.166 

- According to the UN confidential report, the UAE operated a covert air bridge in January to 

supply weapons to Haftar’s LNA in contravention of UN arms embargo. The flights were 

operated by a complex network of companies registered in the UAE, Kazakhstan, and the 

British Virgin Islands. The UAE denied the allegations.167 

 

13 May 

- Forces aligned with Libya’s GNA took over the strategic al-Watiya air base located 125 km 

south-west of Tripoli (see Plate 5).168 The advancement of the Libyan GNA forces was largely 

attributed to air superiority acquired through the use of Turkish drones and air defense 

systems which changed the balance of power in the battle of Tripoli launched in April 2019.169 

- The EMGF’s Gas Industry Advisory Committee held its third meeting via video conference to 

assess the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the regional energy industry.170 
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14 May 

- Chief of Staff of the Turkish Navy Rear Admiral Cihat Yayci resigned following his demotion 

by Erdogan. Yayci is known as the architect of Turkey’s Blue Homeland naval expansion 

doctrine and Ankara’s 2019 maritime deal with Libya’s GNA. The stated reason behind his 

demotion was a mismanagement of a military procurement for the Turkish Navy, but 

according to speculations it was caused by the power struggle within the Turkish army 

between the Islamists and secular nationalists.171 

 

15 May 

- EMGF held its sixth meeting via video conference and discussed the future of the natural gas 

industry.172 

 

16 May 

- Ankara sent additional Syrian fighters to Libya, with reported number of Turkish-employed 

mercenaries reaching 9,000.173 

 

17 May 

- Israel’s Charge’ d’Affairs for Turkey, Roey Gilad, published an article in Turkish media arguing 

that the two countries had common interests. He noted that Israel challenged Iran’s and 

Hezbollah’s presence in Syria that was against Ankara’s interests. Other fields of shared 

objectives he pointed out included trade, tourism, energy and academic cooperation, as well 

as the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.174 

 

18 May 

- Israel’s flagship El Al airlines landed in Istanbul for the first time after ten years, signaling a 

thaw in Israel-Turkey relations.175 

 

19 May 

- According to Russian sources, unknown aircraft attacked a Turkish commercial ship in the 
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port of Tripoli and a Turkish frigate in the Libyan waters.176  

 

20 May 

- A confidential UN report revealed a secret mission, named Project Opus, by eight countries 

to prevent Turkish weapons shipments to Libya. According to the report, the operation 

included citizens from Australia, France, Malta, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the 

United States. At least eight countries, the UAE, Jordan, Malta, Libya, Angola, Botswana, 

South Africa and the United States, were involved in the planning of the operation, and it was 

directed from the UAE.177 

 

21 May 

- The US accused Russia of sending fighter jets to Libya to support Russian mercenaries there.178 

 

22 May 

- Cyprus’s Minister of Interior Nicos Nouris revealed that 17 migrants who arrived in Cyprus 

illegally were ISIS and al-Qaeda jihadists wanted by Interpol and Europol, highlighting 

Cyprus’s migration crisis, in particular the issue of its porous buffer zone through which 

migrants were believed to be transferred from Turkish-occupied to free areas of Cyprus.179 

 

28 May 

- The WHO reported that since March 2020, 159,000 had died in 24 European countries due to 

COVID-19. 94% of all those deaths were in persons aged 60 years and above, and 59% of all 

those who died were men. 97% of all deaths involved individuals with at least one underlying 

condition.180 

- Ahead of expected annexation of the Jordan Valley by Israel, Benyamin Netanyahu said that 

Palestinians living in the annexed areas wouldn’t be granted Israeli citizenship, but would 

form Palestinian enclaves under Israel’s security control.181 

 

29 May 

- Speaking at a ceremony to mark the launch of Turkey’s Fatih oil and gas drilling ship to the 
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Black Sea, Turkish Natural Resources Minister Fatih Donmez said that Turkey would begin 

hydrocarbons exploration in the Eastern Mediterranean as part of the 2019 deal with the 

Libyan GNA shortly after receiving a license.182 

 

31 May 

- Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Lebanese Ministry of Energy and Water postponed the 

deadline for the submission of applications to participate in Lebanon’s second offshore 

licensing round, initially to be scheduled to take place on the 1st June 2020. The ministry said 

it would aim at completing the licensing round before the end of 2021.183 

 

 

June 2020 

 

1 June 

- Israeli media reported that Israel and Saudi Arabia had been in secret talks to include Saudi 

Arabia in the Islamic Waqf Council of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem as part of Trump’s 

peace deal for Israel and Palestine. Reportedly, the aim of the talks was to curb Turkish 

presence at the site which Turkey had established there with Palestinian support.184 According 

to reports, over the last decade Turkey has funneled tens of millions of dollars for projects 

aimed at gaining influence over the Temple Mount and in East Jerusalem.185  

3 June 

- During an online conference organized by the Hellenic-American Chamber of Commerce, US 

Assistant Secretary of State for Energy Francis Fannon called on Turkey to stop all provocative 

actions that could undermine investment confidence in the East Mediterranean and affect the 

region’s political stability. He also stressed that islands, just like land territory, had maritime 

zones, and that the Turkey-GNA maritime deal did not affect the rights and obligations of 

third states.186 

- Greece’s National Security Advisor Vice Admiral Alexandros Diakopoulos said in an interview 
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that Greece would not refrain from taking military action against Turkey if necessary.187 

- Forces loyal to Libya’s GNA retook Tripoli airport from Haftar’s LNA.188  

 

4 June 

- Fayez al-Sarraj visited Ankara to celebrate victory in the Tripoli offensive.189 Erdogan said that 

Turkey and Libya would soon begin drilling in the area covered by the GNA-Turkey maritime 

deal.190  

 

5 June 

- The last stronghold of General Haftar near Tripoli was taken, ending his 14-months-long 

 Tripoli offensive.191 

 

6 June 

- Greek Defence Minister Nikos Panagiotopoulos confirmed that Greece was ready to confront 

Turkey militarily if it continued its provocations.192 

- Egyptian President Fatah el-Sisi, with General Haftar’s support, called for a ceasefire in Libya 

and announced a new initiative to end the Libyan civil war. The initiative included the 

formation of an elected presidential council in which Libya’s three regions would be 

represented. That council would rule the country during a 1 1/2-year transition period followed 

by elections.193 

- In an interview for Politico Magazine, Cyprus’ President Nikos Anastasiades announced the 

government would be willing to share gas revenues with Turkish Cypriots if Ankara 

recognized Cyprus’ exploration rights. In addition, he said that Turkey should lose its EU 
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candidate status in case it continued its aggressive policies in the Eastern Mediterranean.194 

- Libya’s GNA-affiliated forces launched an operation to capture the city of Sirte and the al-

Jufra airbase to prevent Russia from establishing a permanent military base there. The GNA 

stated it would hold political talks only after taking control over these two strategic 

positions.195 

 

7 June 

- According to the Syrian opposition forces, Russian private military company Wagner Group 

recruited in May hundreds of mercenaries in Syria to fight in Libya on General Haftar’s side. 

Group had been allegedly sending Syrian fighters to Libya since 2019.196 

- According to Egyptian news website Mada Masr, Egypt’s foreign ministry and security service 

were lobbying president el-Sisi to accept the 2019 Turkey-GNA maritime agreement as it 

would have increased Egypt’s EEZ.197 

 

8 June 

- Greece and Italy signed maritime delimitation agreement establishing exclusive economic 

zone between them in the Ionian Sea.198 

 

9 June  

-  Energean Israel completed near-and-onshore pipeline installation for Karish field, Levant 

 basin, offshore Israel. Work to lay the remaining 80 km gas pipeline to connect the 8-

 bcm/year Energean Power Floating Production Storage Offloading (FPSO) to Israel 

 continued.199 

 

10 June 

- Turkish government rejected Cairo’s proposal for a ceasefire in Libya, saying the plan aimed 
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to save Khalifa Haftar after the collapse of his Tripoli offensive.200 

- A French frigate under NATO command was harassed by Turkish warships during an attempt 

to inspect a Tanzanian-flagged cargo ship suspected of smuggling arms to Libya. One of the 

warships accompanying the cargo ship fleshed its radar at the frigate signaling an attack. 

France accused Turkey of acting in a hostile and aggressive manner. Turkey denied the 

accusation as untrue.201 

 

15 June 

- Nordic Monitor reported that Turkey had plans for military operations in Greece and 

Armenia. The plan to invade Greece had allegedly existed since 2014 and was codenamed in 

honor of Chaka Bey, a Seljuk Turkish military commander who took over Lesvos, Samos, Chios 

and Rhodes in the 11th century and is considered by Turks a founder of the Turkish navy.202 

- According to media reports, Turkey and the GNA were discussing the possibility of Turkey 

establishing a permanent presence in Libya and its use of the Misrata naval base and the al-

Watiya air base (see Plate 5).203 

 

16 June 

- Noble Energy said it would put exploitation plans for Cyprus’s Aphrodite gas field on hold due 

to drop in commodity prices caused by the coronavirus pandemic.204 

- Turkish and Italian submarines carried out joint maritime drill in the Mediterranean.205   

- NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said that Russia’s growing presence in the Eastern 

Mediterranean was a concern for the alliance.206 
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17 June 

- Turkish pro-government Daily Sabah published an opinion column on potential benefits for 

Egypt if it chose cooperation with Turkey in the Eastern Mediterranean over Cyprus, Greece, 

UAE and Saudi Arabia. It pointed out that a Turkish-Egyptian maritime agreement, similar to 

the one with the GNA, would be of Egypt’s interest. According to the article, in Libya the two 

countries should “compartmentalize” their relations and cooperate in the areas of mutual 

interests.207 

- The US Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act came into force. The legislation, named after the 

Syrian photographer who leaked thousands of photographs documenting torture in Assad’s 

prisons, was signed into law by President Trump in December 2019. The act included a menu-

based sanctions including travel restrictions to the United States and isolation from the United 

States’ financial system of foreign persons who engage in or finance the obstruction, prevention, 

or disruption of a ceasefire or political solution to the conflict in Syria as well as members of their 

families, among other actions. It also mandated sanctions on those profiting off the Syrian 

conflict by engaging in reconstruction activities.208 

 

18 June 

- The US Africa Command (AFRICOM) published photos of what it suspected were Russian 

fighter jets landing in Libya's Al-Jufra Airbase to aid Wagner Group fighters (see Plate 11).209 

 

19 June 

- Speaking at a news conference with Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio in Ankara, Turkish 

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavuzoglu said Turkey wanted to work together with Italy on 

meeting Libya’s energy needs. The two countries could also cooperate in the Eastern 

Mediterranean, according to Cavuzoglu.210 

- Speaking to CNN Turk, Mevlut Cavuzoglu called on Israel to annul its EEZ agreement with 

the Republic of Cyprus, claiming that Israel had ceded some maritime areas to Cyprus. He 

also said that for Israeli natural gas to enter the international market, the pipeline must pass 

through Turkey or the Turkish continental shelf.211  

                                                           
207 Talha Kose, ‘Turkish-Egyptian mutual understanding key to diplomatic solution for Libyan crisis,’ 

Daily Sabah, 17 June 2020, https://www.dailysabah.com/opinion/columns/turkish-egyptian-mutual-

understanding-key-to-diplomatic-solution-for-libyan-crisis.  
208 Office of the Spokesperson, ‘Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act,’ U.S. Department of State, 17 June 

2020, https://www.state.gov/caesar-syria-civilian-protection-act/.  
209 ‘New evidence of Russian aircraft active in Libyan airspace,’ United States Africa Command, 18 June 

2020, https://www.africom.mil/pressrelease/32941/new-evidence-of-russian-aircraft-active-in-li.  
210 Reuters Staff, ‘Turkey will work with Italy for stable peace in Libya: foreign minister,’ Reuters, 19 

June 2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-security-turkey-italy/turkey-will-work-with-italy-

for-stable-peace-in-libya-foreign-minister-idUSKBN23Q29B.  
211 Evie Andreou, ‘Turkish FM calls on Israel to annul EEZ agreement with Cyprus,’ Cyprus Mail, 19 

June 2020, https://cyprus-mail.com/2020/06/19/turkish-fm-calls-on-israel-to-annul-eez-agreement-

with-cyprus/.  

https://www.africom.mil/pressrelease/32941/new-evidence-of-russian-aircraft-active-in-li
https://www.dailysabah.com/opinion/columns/turkish-egyptian-mutual-understanding-key-to-diplomatic-solution-for-libyan-crisis
https://www.dailysabah.com/opinion/columns/turkish-egyptian-mutual-understanding-key-to-diplomatic-solution-for-libyan-crisis
https://www.state.gov/caesar-syria-civilian-protection-act/
https://www.africom.mil/pressrelease/32941/new-evidence-of-russian-aircraft-active-in-li
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-security-turkey-italy/turkey-will-work-with-italy-for-stable-peace-in-libya-foreign-minister-idUSKBN23Q29B
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-security-turkey-italy/turkey-will-work-with-italy-for-stable-peace-in-libya-foreign-minister-idUSKBN23Q29B
https://cyprus-mail.com/2020/06/19/turkish-fm-calls-on-israel-to-annul-eez-agreement-with-cyprus/
https://cyprus-mail.com/2020/06/19/turkish-fm-calls-on-israel-to-annul-eez-agreement-with-cyprus/


 
 

34 
 

20 June 

- Egyptian President el-Sisi warned that he would not allow forces aligned with GNA to capture 

Sirte or the al-Jufra air base in central Libya (see Plate 11).212 He also ordered the country’s 

army to prepare for an intervention in Libya, if necessary. The aim of any intervention would 

be protecting Egypt’s border with Libya after receiving threats from militias and mercenaries 

supported by foreign countries, implicitly Turkey. The UAE and Saudi Arabia expressed 

support for Egypt’s intentions.213 The GNA called el-Sisi’s threat a “declaration of war”.214 

 

21 June 

- Turkey used Chinese yuan for import payment for the first time under a currency swap 

agreement between Turkey’s and China’s central banks. 

- The government of Iran approved a 25-year plan for economic cooperation with China.215 The 

plan envisaged Chinese investments in Iran amounting to $400 billion. Diverse areas of 

cooperation would include energy, infrastructure, transport, nuclear capabilities, 

telecommunication, science and technology, as well as military affairs, among others.216 

 

22 June 

- Work to lay a pipeline linking Energean’s Karish and Tanin gas fields to the Israeli shore were 

finished. The 90 km pipeline would link to Energean FPSO, gathering gas from the fields and sending 

it via the new pipeline to Israeli buyers.217 

- The Palestinian Authority announced it was ready to negotiate a maritime deal with Turkey and 

cooperate with Ankara on hydrocarbon exploration in the Eastern Mediterranean.218 

- Turkish ambassador to Greece Burak Ozugergin said in an interview with Kathimerini that Turkey 

would go ahead and drill for energy in Greece’s continental shelf off Greek islands. He said 

Turkey was open to discussions on maritime borders with Greece, stressing that a delimitation 
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would have to be “just, equitable and peaceful.”219  

 

22-24 June 

- French President Macron said that France would not tolerate Turkey’s intervention in 

Libya.220 Two days later France called on the EU to hold urgent talks on the bloc’s future 

relations with Turkey.221 Turkey responded accusing Macron of dragging Libya into chaos. It 

called on France to stop putting the security and future of Libya, Syria and the Eastern 

Mediterranean under risk.222 

 

23 June 

- US senator Bob Memendez, one of the architects of the Eastern Mediterranean Security and 

Energy Partnership Act, called for sanctions against Turkey over its escalation in the Eastern 

Mediterranean. He said that the US ties with Greece, Israel and Cyprus were vital for stability 

in the Eastern Mediterranean and accused Erdogan of undermining regional stability and US 

policy in the region.223 

 

- Israel launched its 3rd licensing round for offshore natural gas and oil exploration. It included 

Block 72 borders the area disputed between Israel and Lebanon (see Plate 6).224  

 

24 June 

- Italy’s Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio arrived on an unannounced visit to Libya’s capital 

Tripoli where he held talks with Fayez al-Sarraj.225 The speaker of Libya’s House of 

Representatives Aguila Saleh urged Egypt to send troops to Libya in case Sirte was attacked 

by the GNA forces supported by Turkey.226 
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25 June 

- During his visit to Cyprus, the EU High Representative Josep Borrel said that Turkish illegal 

drilling in Cyprus EEZ must stop. Cyprus’s Foreign Minister Nikos Christodoulides said that 

Turkey’s action in Cyprus shouldn’t be seen in isolation as they were part of Turkey’s alarming 

behavior in the region.227 

 

- The Head of the US Naval Forces in Europe and Africa, James Foggo, warned against Russian 

activities in the Eastern Mediterranean saying that the region was becoming one of the most 

militarized zones in the world. He pointed out that Libya, similarly to Crimea and Tartus, 

could become air defense and maritime hubs for Russia, cementing Moscow’s dominance in 

the region.228 

 

26 June 

- Russian and other foreign mercenaries took over El Sharara oil field, the largest one in Libya 

(see Plate 7).229 

 

 

July 2020 

 

1 July 

- Eni made a gas discovery in Egypt’s offshore North El Hammad concession (see Plate 8).230 

- Manfred Weber, the chairman of the European Parliament’s largest party, the European 

People’s Party, said that Europe should stand up with Greece and Cyprus against Turkey.231 
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3 July 

- According to military websites, Egypt ordered a Russian-made coastal defense system.232 

 

5 July 

- Warplanes hit the al-Watiya airbase recently captured by the GNA with Turkish military 

support in Libya (see Plate 5). The Libyan National Army didn’t take responsibility for the 

attack, saying they were carried out by unknown aircrafts. However, according to the Libyan 

sources the attack was carried out by Rafale jets, pointing at either UAE or France. The 

airstrike reportedly killed several Turkish soldiers and damaged Turkey’s air defence systems 

deployed several days earlier 233. Turkey vowed retribution.234 

 

7 July 

- Turkey issued a NAVTEX reserving three areas in the Eastern Mediterranean north and north-

east of Libya for naval exercises. The areas were named after famous Turkish admirals and 

pirates Chaka Bey, Turgut Reis and Barbaros. Seventeen fighter jets and eight worships were 

announced to take place in the exercises (see Plate 9).235 

 

9 July 

- Cyprus’s President Nikos Anastasiades laid foundation stone at the Vassilikos oil and gas 

terminal (see Plate 10).236 

 

12 July 

- Turkey ruled out ceasefire in Libya unless Haftar forces retreated from western and central 

regions of the country. A day later, Ankara threatened military action against Haftar to seize 

the town of Sirte and Jufra air base (see Plate 11).237  
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15 July 

- The UK Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said that the use of Turkish drones and electronic 

warfare systems in Libya and Syria were game-changers.238  

- The US imposed sanctions on several entities and individuals linked to Russia’s private 

military Wagner Group, whose mercenaries were believed to be assisting Russia in its military 

goals. According to the US Treasury’s press release, the group generated insecurity and incited 

violence against innocent civilians.239 

- Turkey extended NAVTEX for drilling activities in Cyprus’s Block 6 until 18 August 2020 (see 

Plate 4).240  

 

17 July 

- Cyprus’s parliament ratified the East Med pipeline agreement.241 

- According to Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, Turkey had transferred 16,100 Syrian 

mercenaries to Libya, of whom 340 were under 18-years-old, as well as over 2,500 Tunisian 

ISIS members.242 

 

19 July 

- Israeli government approved the East Med gas pipeline.243 

 

20 July 

- Chevron announced the acquisition of Noble Energy.244 

 

21 July  

- Turkey announced that the ship Oruc Reis would be carrying out seismic survey south and 

east of the Greek island of Kastellorizo in the continental shelf disputed with Greece. Athens 
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responded by placing its air force, navy and coastguard on high alert (see Plate 12).245 

- The EU leaders agreed on a €750 billion post-coronavirus recovery package. The package 

would include low-interest loans and grants, with Italy and Spain to become the main 

beneficiaries.246 

 

22 July 

- Greek media reported that tourists were fleeing the island of Kastellorizo in fear of Turkish-

Greek escalation after warplanes of both countries flew over skies of the island.247 According 

to the German Bild newspaper, German Chancellor Angela Merkel prevented military 

confrontation between Greece and Turkey after holding telephone conversation with leaders 

of both countries.248 

 

24 July 

- French President Macron called for EU sanctions on Turkey over its drilling in the Eastern 

Mediterranean, saying he stood fully behind Cyprus and Greece in the face of the Turkish 

violations of their sovereignty.249  

- Drawing condemnation from Greece and wider Orthodox Christian world, Turkey reopened 

Hagia Sophia museum as a mosque.250 

 

25 July 

- Egyptian and French navies carried out joint maritime exercises in the Mediterranean Sea.251 
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28 July 

- Turkey announced it would suspend hydrocarbon explorations carried out by Oruc Reis off 

Kastellorizo.252 Several hours later, it issued a NAVTEX active until 20 September for seismic 

survey to be carried out by Barbaros vessel in Cyprus EEZ, including Blocks 2, 3, and 13 (see 

Plate 13).253 The vessel set off towards Cyprus EEZ the next day, prompting the US to urge 

Turkey to stop increasing tensions in the region.254 

 

 

August 2020 

 

3 August 

- The US Lead Inspector General for Operation Inherent Resolve released a report on the 

 international military anti-ISIS operation prepared for the US Congress in which it was said 

 that Turkey remained a major facilitation hub for ISIS, noting however that Ankara had 

 increased its counter-ISIS activities. According to the report, Turkey also actively 

 supported several extremist Islamist militias and groups engaged in violent criminal 

 activities.255 

 

4 August 

- A massive explosion took place in the port of Beirut in Lebanon, killing over 200 people, 

 injuring 6,500 and leaving 300,000 without homes. The explosion was caused by 2,750 tons of 

 ammonium nitrate, a highly explosive material used in fertilizers and bombs, which had been 

 stored for six years at a port warehouse without safety measures.256  

- The US condemned all foreign military presence in Libya saying that it was up to Libyans to 

 end the war and rebuild the country.257 
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5 August  

- Cyprus’s Foreign Minister Nikos Christodoulides said that the EU should fill the vacuum left 

 by the US in the East Mediterranean and that Cyprus would be ready to host an EU task force 

 for that purpose. He also stressed that the EU so far had failed to use its soft power to play a 

 leading role in the region.258  

- Lebanon’s government placed Beirut port officials under home arrest.259 

 

6 August 

- Greece and Egypt signed an agreement for the delimitation of their EEZs. The agreement 

 was seen as a response to a Turkish-Libyan accord signed in 2019.260 Ankara declared the 

 deal null and void claiming that it violated continental shelf of Turkey and Libya.261 

-  Defence cooperation deal signed between Cyprus and France in April 2017 came into force. 

 The  agreement provided for an upgrade in cooperation in the fields of energy and maritime 

 security, early warning and crisis management, and combatting extremism and piracy.262 

- French President Emmanuel Macron visited Beirut pledging support for the crisis-ridden 

 country. He promised to organize an international donor conference conditional on political 

 reforms.263 

 

7 August 

- Erdogan said that Turkey had restarted drilling activities in the Eastern Mediterranean after 

 accusing Greece of breaking its promise not to escalate tensions in the region.264 
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10 August 

- Lebanon’s Prime Minister Hassan Diab resigned over the Beirut blast.265 

- Turkey issued NAVTEX for seismic survey south of Kastellorizo in the continental shelf 

 disputed with Greece to be conducted over two weeks and sent its Oruc Reis seismic vessel 

 accompanied by warships (see Plate 14). At the same time, it started naval exercises southeast 

 of Kastellorizo and Rhodes.266 In response, Greece placed its armed forces on high alert.267  

 

12 August  

- Greek and Turkish navy vessels reportedly collided in the area south of Crete where the 

 Turkish seismic research vessel Oruc Reis was conducting surveys accompanied by 

 warships from the Turkish Navy. The Greek frigate maneuvered to avoid a head-on 

 collision and in the process its bow touched the rear of the Turkish frigate. The Turkish 

 frigate was damaged, in contrast to the Greek vessel, which continued to participate in a 

 Greek-French joint naval exercise. Turkey described the incident as a provocation by Greece, 

 while Greece called it an accident as a result of a mini collision.268 

 

13 August 

- France said it would send two Rafale fighter jets and the naval frigate Lafayette to the Eastern 

 Mediterranean to temporarily reinforce its military presence in the region.269 Greece placed 

 its military forces on high alert and recalled its navy and air force officers from leave.270 

 French and Greek military forces conducted joint exercises off Crete.271  

- Israel and UAE reached a historic deal to normalize relations between the two countries. 
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 Israel announced it had suspended plans to annex part of the West Bank.272 

- German Chancellor Angela Merkel held a phone conversation with Turkish President Recep 

 Erdogan and  Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis about the situation in the Eastern 

 Mediterranean.273 

 

14 August 

- Turkey threatened to cut ties with UAE over its peace deal with Israel as it saw it as a move 

 against the Palestinians.274 

- During a meeting in Vienna, Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias and American Secretary 

 of State Mike Pompeo discussed the urgent need to defuse the situation in the Eastern 

 Mediterranean. Dendias called for a more visible US presence in the region that would de-

 escalate tensions.275 

- EU foreign minister agreed to impose new sanctions on Belarus in response to Alexander 

 Lukashenko’s post-election crackdown. However, discussion on potential sanctions to be 

 imposed on Turkey was postponed for another meeting.276 Greece and Germany 

 disagreed on the content of the statement to be issued as Germany objected to a harsher 

 language and to a proposed reference to the Greek-Egyptian maritime deal. In reaction, 

 Greece refused to approve a proposed EU statement on Belarus. As a result, the EU summit 

 finished without a joint statement.277 

- AstraZeneca concluded agreement with the European Commission to supply the EU with 

 COVID-19 vaccines.278 

- Turkish media reported that Ankara successfully tested the second prototype of Turkish-

 made drone called Bayraktar Akinci.279 
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- Erdogan said that Turkey could break diplomatic relations with the UAE over its 

 normalization deal with Israel and in support of the Palestinians.280 

 

15 August 

- Erdogan said Turkey would not back down to threats of sanctions over its actions in the 

 Eastern Mediterranean.281 

- An FBI team arrived in Lebanon to assist in an investigation of the Beirut port explosion.282 

 

16 August 

- In interview with a French news channel, Lebanese President Michel Aoun did not rule out 

 peace deal with Israel, stating it depended on solving problems Lebanon had with Israel.283 

- Following his visit to Cyprus, US Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs David Hale 

 said the US wanted closer cooperation on developing East Mediterranean gas resources  and 

 supported Cyprus’s exploration rights in its EEZ.284  

- Turkey condemned defense agreement between Cyprus and France, saying it was in 

 contradiction to the 1960 treaties on Cyprus and accusing France of escalating  tensions in 

 the region.285 

 

17 August 

- Libya’s GNA agreed to sign a military cooperation deal with Turkey and Qatar to boost its 

 capabilities. The deal envisaged the establishment of Turkish and Qatari military 

 training and consultancy facilities in Libya.286 

- Turkey extended NAVTEX for Yavuz drilling operations in Cyprus’s Block 6 to 15 September 
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 (see  Plate 4).287 Cyprus criticized the EU for its passive role in the Eastern Mediterranean and 

 appeasement of Turkey.288 

- Turkish think-tank the Century Foundation, published a report saying that up to 30,000 

 Egytians lived in Turkey, most of them with ties to the Muslim Brotherhood.289 

- Cyprus government criticized the EU for its dealing with Turkey and called it a policy of 

 appeasement which was not enough to deter Ankara from its aggressive actions in the 

 Eastern Mediterranean.290  

 

18 August 

- Turkey sent the Yavuz drillship to the Cyprus EEZ.291 

- The Times reported that the head of Israel’s security agency Mossad, Yossi Cohen, believed 

 Turkey was a bigger threat to Israel than Iran, whose power he described as fragile.292 

 

19 August 

- Azeri government expressed full support for Turkey’s activities in the Eastern 

 Mediterranean.293 

- Turkish media reported that Ankara would help the GNA to turn the Libyan Army - an 

 amalgamation of militias and tribesmen – into a regular army, based on the model that was 

 used in training the Azeri military.294 

- The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia warned that more 

 than half of Lebanon’s population suffered from poverty, and close to a quarter experienced 
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 extreme poverty.295  

 

21 August 

- Turkish President Erdogan announced the discovery of a large gas field in the Black Sea, 

 Turkey’s biggest to that day. The field was estimated to contain 320 bcm of natural gas (see 

 Plate 15).296 

- Libya’s rival parties announced ceasefire.297 

 

22 August 

- Erdogan met with Hamas leadership, including Ismail Haniyeh, the Head of Hamas Political 

 Bureau, who was designated by the US as a terrorist in 2018.298 

 

24 August 

- Turkey issued a NAVTEX extending the Oruc Reis vessels’ research activities south of 

 Kastellorizo until 27th August 2020 (see Plate 14).299 Ankara also said that its navy would 

 carry out a military exercise south of the Greek island of Crete in the Eastern Mediterranean 

 on 25 August, hours after Athens announced it would also conduct a navy and air force 

 exercise in the region.300 UAE sent F-16s to Greece for joint military exercises in the 

 Eastern Mediterranean.301  

 

25 August 

- The US sternly criticized Erdogan for meeting senior Hamas officials.302 
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26 August 

- France joined military exercises with Greece, Italy and Cyprus in the Eastern 

 Mediterranean.303 

 

27 August 

- Turkey extended NAVTEX for Oruc Reis exploration in the Aegean until 1st 

 September.304 Hours later, Greece ratified its maritime deal with Egypt.305 

 

28 August 

- Greece and the UAE began joint air force exercises in the Eastern Mediterranean.306 

 

31 August 

- France deployed its aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle to the Eastern Mediterranean.307 

- President Macron arrived in Lebanon for his second visit in a month and called for a swift 

 forming of a new government to carry out reforms, a precondition for international aid for 

 the country. Macron’s visit came hours after Mustapha Adib was named prime minister-

 designate.308 

- Turkey issued a new NAVTEX for seismic survey south of Kastellorizo active until 12

 September (see Plate 16).309 
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September 2020 

 

2 September 

- US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said Washington would for one year partially lift 33-

 year-old arms embargo imposed on the Republic of Cyprus in 1987. The waiver was to 

 include the sale of non-lethal  defense articles and services.310 

 

3 September 

- Turkey announced that Russia would hold two live-fire naval exercises in the Eastern 

 Mediterranean. According to a NAVTEX issued by Turkey, the exercises were about to take 

 place between 8-22 September and 17-25 September in areas where Turkish seismic research 

 vessels were  operating (see Plate 17). There was no immediate comment from Russia and it 

 was unclear why NATO-member Turkey would announce such drills on Moscow's behalf.311 

- NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, announced that Greece and Turkey had agreed to 

 start technical talks to reduce the risks of military incidents between the two countries. 

 Athens denied any such agreement, saying Turkey must first withdraw its ships from the area 

 where it was carrying out seismic survey.312 

 

8 September 

- The UN reported that the arms embargo on Libya was ineffective, with violations occurring 

 on all sides of the Libyan conflict.313 

- Iran and Turkey agreed at the High-Level Cooperation Council meeting to cooperate against 

 the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and Kurdistan Free Life Party, its affiliate in Iran.314 

- Russian FM Sergey Lavrov visited Cyprus. In his opening remarks at a meeting with Cyprus 

 President Anastasiades, Lavrov expressed Russia’s concern with the situation in the 

 Eastern Mediterranean and offered assistance in establishing a pragmatic dialogue in 

 Cyprus’ relations with Turkey. He also described the US as a spoiler that tried to play the 
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 countries of the region against each other.315 

 

9 September 

- Moria camp on the island if Lesbos, the largest refugee camp in Greece, burned down, leaving 

 13,000 people without shelter. According to the Greek officials, the fire was premeditates and 

 began with the asylum seekers, some of whom tried to block firefighters tackling the flames.316 

 

10 September 

- In an opinion piece published in the London Times, Germany's Frankfurter Allgemeine 

 Zeitung and  France's Le Monde newspapers, Greek Prime Minister Mitsotakis said that the 

 EU should impose meaningful sanctions on Turkey unless it left disputed areas in the Eastern 

 Mediterranean. He also stated that Europe couldn’t afford to appease Turkey.317 

 

11 September 

- Following in UAE’s footsteps, Bahrain said it would normalize relations with Israel.318 

- According to media reports, Greece's Prime Minister Mitsotakis was expected to reveal the 

 acquisition of 18 Rafale fighter jets. Talks were also under way for an agreement concerning 

 support for Greece’s fleet of Mirage jets. Reportedly, Greece also planned to buy four navy 

 helicopters and four new frigates, and to add 15,000 military personnel to its armed 

 forces by 2025.319 

- Asylum seekers and Lesbos residents protested against the construction of a new migrant 

 camp following the burning down of the Moria camp.320 

- Turkish army threw two Kurdish farmers from a helicopter in Turkey’s southeastern province 
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 of Van, sparking protests among the Kurdish population.321 

 

12 September 

- The ministerial committee of the Arab League held a meeting under Egypt’s presidency to 

 discuss Turkish interventions in Arab internal affairs. The committee issued a statement 

 condemning Turkish  interference in the internal affairs of Arab countries, especially Iraq, 

 Libya and Syria. It also called on Turkey to stop violating the water rights of Iraq and 

 Syria through its building of dams on the sources of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.322  

 

13 September 

- Mitsotakis said he was ready to try to restart long-stalled talks with Turkey, signaling that the 

 two countries could be inching toward negotiations after weeks of increasingly bellicose 

 rhetoric.323 

- Facing a surge of infections, Israel imposed a new nation-wide lockdown to contain the spread 

 of the coronavirus.324 

 

14 September 

- Turkey withdrew its Oruc Reis vessel from the Eastern Mediterranean. Greece described the 

 move as a positive first step to ease tensions in the region.325 

 

15 September 

- Greek and Turkish officials met at NATO headquarters for talks aimed at establishing a 

 mechanism that would prevent further escalation in the Eastern Mediterranean.326  

- Turkey extended NAVTEX for drilling activities in Block 6 of Cyprus EEZ until 12 October (see 

 Plate 4).327   
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- Historic normalization agreements between Israel and UAE, and Israel and Bahrain, called 

 Abraham Accords, were signed in Washington.328 

 

16 September 

- President Erdogan told Chancellor Merkel during a video conference that Oruc Reis seismic 

 survey vessel was withdrawn for maintenance and it did not mean the end of its operations in 

 the Eastern Mediterranean.329 The EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said that EU-Turkey 

 relations were at a turning point.330 

- The leader of Libya’s GNA Fayez al-Sarraj announced he would step down by the end of 

 October.331  

- A Middle Eastern consultancy firm estimated economic damages of Beirut explosion at  $20 

 billion.332 

- Jordan Economic Forum (JEF) informed that unemployment rate in the Kingdom reached a 

 historic high of 23% and were expected to grow.333 

 

18 September 

- Rivals LNA and GNA reached agreement to lift 8-month-long oil blockade in Libya.334 

- Armenia opened its embassy in Israel.335 

- Turkey issued a new NAVTEX for seismic survey activities to be carried out between 20 

 September and 20 October 2020 within Blocks 2, 3 and 13 of Cyprus EEZ (see Plate 18).336 
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- The UN High Commissioner for Human rights urged Turkey to launch an investigation of 

 human rights violations in Turkey-occupied Kurdish territories of northern Syria. 

 Grave violations had been documented in these areas in recent months, such as increased 

 killings, kidnappings, and unlawful transfers of people, as well as seizures of land and 

 properties.337 

 

19 September 

- The consortium of ExxonMobil, Total and Hellenic Petroleum announced that in the first 

 months of 2021 it would begin hydrocarbon seismic surveys in Greece’s two offshore 

 blocks west and southwest of Crete.338 

 

21 September 

- The Republic of Cyprus blocked EU sanctions against Alexander Lukashenko and other 

 Belarusian officials. Cyprus wanted the sanctions to be tied to measures against Turkey for 

 its violations  of Cyprus EEZ. The Baltic EU members Lithuania and Latvia condemned the 

 move saying it undermined the credibility of democratic values, while Latvian Foreign 

 Minister Edgars Rinkevics describing Nicosia’s stance as hostage-taking.339 According to 

 Kathimerini report, German officials made clear to Cyprus that sanctions against Turkey 

 were off the table, as they were a dead-end strategy which would push Turkey to become more 

 provocative. Further on, France reportedly changed its position on Turkey and agreed with 

 the German position, pressuring Cyprus to stop linking sanctions against Ankara and 

 Minsk.340 

 

22 September 

- In a virtual ceremony hosted by the Egyptian government, Egypt, Israel, Greece, Cyprus, Italy 

 and  Jordan signed a charter formally establishing the East Mediterranean Gas Forum as an 

 international organization seeking to promote energy cooperation in the region.341 

- Turkey issued NAVTEX around Greek island of Lemnos until 24 September, saying that 
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 Greece was violating demilitarized status of the island as per the Treaty of Lausanne.342 On 

 the same day, Turkey agreed to resume talks with Greece over maritime issues, reducing 

 threat of EU sanctions.343  

- Erdogan and Macron held their first telephone conversation in months and issued a 

 joint statement emphasizing the need to use diplomacy to de-escalate the situation in the 

 region.344 

 

26 September 

- Lebanon’s Prime Minister-designate Mustapha Adib resigned over inability to form a new 

 government.  His resignation came in less than a month after being named to take the office.345 

 

27 September 

- At least 23 people were killed in renewed clashes between Azerbaijanis and Armenians over 

 Nagorno-Karabakh. Martial law was declared in Azerbaijan, Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh 

 Autonomous Region.346 Turkey expressed its full support for Azerbaijan.347 The offensive was 

 reportedly launched by Azerbaijan with the aim to recapture territories surrounding the 

 region that Armenians captured during the previous war in the 1990s (see Plate 25). 

 

28 September 

- US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo began a two-day trip to Greece. In a joint statement, the 

 two countries called for a peaceful resolution to regional maritime disputes.348 On the same 

 day, Greek Defence Minister Nikos Panagiotopoulos announced that Greece was 

 planning to establish a second naval base at Souda Bay in Crete. 

 

29 September 

- During his visit to the US naval base at Souda Bay, Mike Pompeo announced that the base 
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 would host the vessel USS Hershel “Woody” Williams.349 

- Syrian rebels claimed that Ankara had sent 1,000 Syrian mercenaries to fight against 

 Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh. According to Armenian sources, Turkish special forces 

 were also fighting alongside Azerbaijan.350 

- Human Rights Watch reported that in the first weeks of September Cyprus coast guard 

 pushed back or returned more than 200 migrants from Lebanon.351 

- The Armenian foreign ministry said that one of its fighter jets was shot down by a Turkish F-

 16. Turkey denied the claim.352 

- During his visit to Greece, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said that the US relations with 

 Greece where at an all-time high.353 

 

30 September 

- Turkish presidential communications department shared a video glorifying Ottoman 16th 

 century naval conquests in the Mediterranean.354 

 

 

October 2020 

 

1 October 

- EU leaders met in Brussels for an extraordinary summit to break the deadlock over Belarus 

 sanctions and discuss the situation in the Eastern Mediterranean. Despite Cyprus’s 

 demands, the EU once again failed to impose sanctions on Turkey, saying that it 

 welcomed the recent confidence-building steps by Greece and Turkey. Cyprus was 

 assured that in case of renewed Turkish provocations the EU would return to the issue in 

 December and all options against Turkey were on the table. The impasse regarding 

 Minsk was broken and the EU leaders agreed to impose sanctions on the Belarusian officials.355 
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 According to the reports, the Republic of Cyprus’s representatives were put under enormous 

 pressure as most of the EU leaders were against punishing Turkey, while Cyprus was the only 

 one blocking sanctions against Belarus. In particular, Germany pushed back against sanctions 

 on Turkey, fearing it would disrupt efforts to cool tensions with Greece.356 

- Following a series of technical meetings between the Military Representatives of Greece and 

 Turkey at NATO Headquarters in Brussels, a NATO de-confliction mechanism between 

 Greece and Turkey was established at NATO. The mechanism was designed to reduce the risk 

 of incidents and accidents in the Eastern Mediterranean. It included the creation of a hotline 

 between Greece and Turkey to facilitate de-confliction at sea or in the air.357 

- US, Russia and France, the co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group, called for an immediate 

 ceasefire in the Nagorno-Karabakh.358 Azerbaijan and Turkey rejected the call.359  

- Armenia recalled its ambassador to Israel over its arms sales to Azerbaijan after Baku admitted 

 it was using Israeli in its fight against the Armenians.360 

 

2 October 

- President Macron outlined his government’s plan to fight Islamist separatism in France, 

 adding that Islam was a religion in crisis all over the world.361 

- According to Al-Monitor report, Saudi Arabia was covertly boycotting Turkish goods.362  

- In the opening speech of Turkish parliament’s session, Erdogan addressed the Palestinian 

 issue and stated “Jerusalem is our city”, referring to the Ottoman rule over the city.363 
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3 October 

- Greek media reported that up to 800 hundred Greeks had joined the Armenian side in 

 Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.364 

 

4 October 

- Turkey’s Yavuz drillship left Cyprus EEZ and headed back to Turkey.365 

 

5 October 

- Chevron Corporation completed acquisition of Noble Energy.366 

- Amidst aerial campaign against Armenian targets in Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan 

 confirmed the use of Turkish-made drones.367 Amnesty International reported the Azerbaijani 

 forces were using Israeli-made cluster bombs.368 

- Canada announced it would suspend arms export to Turkey over claims that its drone 

 technology was used in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.369 However, NATO Secretary 

 General Jens Stoltenberg expressed alliance’s support for Turkey, saying that their security 

 interests were synonymous.370 

 

6 October 

- President Erodgan announced that Turkey was dissatisfied with the outcome of the latest EU 

 summit and accused the EU of lack of objectivity in its relations with Ankara.371 

- Turkey issued aviation warnings in the area north of the city of Sinop for testing of its S-400 

 air defense system acquired from Russia.372 

- Nicosia and Beirut reaffirmed an agreement for Lebanese boat migrants to Cyprus to be 
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 returned to Lebanon.373 

- A group of US congressmen and senators called for the suspension of US security aid to 

 Azerbaijan.374  

 

7 October 

- The US Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden said the Trump administration must put 

 pressure on Turkey to refrain from provocative actions in the Eastern Mediterranean 

 against Greece and to reverse the recent decision to convert Haghia Sophia into a 

 mosque.375  

 

8 October 

- Foreign ministers of Turkey and Greece met on the sidelines of the Global Security Forum 

 in Bratislava. It was their first meeting since the dispute over hydrocarbon exploration in 

 the Aegean. The two ministers agreed to carry out exploratory talks and confidence 

 building measures in the coming period.376 

- Azerbaijan recalled its ambassador to Greece for consultations citing information about Greek 

 Armenians arriving in Nagorno-Karabakh to join the fight. Armenia denied the allegations.377  

- Turkey reopened Varosha, a southern part of the city of Famagusta that had been sealed off 

 from public since its Greek inhabitants fled the city during the 1974 Turkish invasion. The 

 move was believed to aim at boosting Turkish Cypriot politician Ersin Tatar in the 

 upcoming “presidential elections” in occupied Cyprus. Cyprus President Anastasiades said 

 the decision to reopen Varosha was illegal. 378  

 

9 October  

- Turkey issued a new NAVTEX active until 9 November 2020 for seismic survey in Blocks 

 6 and 7 in Cyprus EEZ (see Plate 19).379 
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10 October 

- Egypt ratified its maritime deal with Greece.380 

 

11 October 

- The leader of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic accused Israel of complicity in Azerbaijan’s 

 “genocide” against Armenians, saying that Israel was aware its weapons were used against 

 civilians.381 

 

12 October 

- Al-Jazeera published a documentary “The Cyprus Papers” uncovering corruption in the 

 Republic of Cyprus at the highest institutional level related to the citizenship-by-investment 

 program.382 

-  Turkey dispatched its seismic research vessel Oruc Reis, accompanied by warships, to conduct 

 seismic survey south of Kastellorizo (see Plate 20).383 The Greek government issued a 

 statement saying that Turkey was unreliable and did not want dialogue, while the 

 government’s spokesman referred to the last EU leaders’ failure to punish Turkey.384 The US 

 condemned Turkey’s move and accused it of raising tensions and complicating the 

 resumption of talks with Greece.385 

 

14 October 

- Delegates from Lebanon and Israel, two countries with no diplomatic relations, met for the 

 first time in thirty years at the UN headquarters in the south of Lebanon to hold to hold 

 indirect maritime border negotiations. The meeting was hosted by UN and mediated by US, 

 while the representatives, although sitting in the same space, did not speak directly to each 

 other.386  
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- According to a Jerusalem Post’s analysis, Turkey was the real initiator of the recent conflict 

 over  Nagorno-Karabakh. According to the publication, the logistical planning for the 

 transport of Syrian mercenaries to the conflict zone went back months. In addition, prior 

 to the conflict Turkish pro-government media were warning against PKK terrorist threat 

 in Armenia that would serve as a justification of Turkish intervention. The primary 

 reason for Ankara to ignite the conflict were Turkish arms sales to Baku that would help 

 boost Turkish declining economy, in addition to profits made by the company making 

 Bayraktar drones used in Nagorno-Karabakh that is run by Erdogan’s son-in-law.387 

 

15 October 

- Russian Embassy in Greece emphasized in a tweet the importance of UNCLOS and confirmed 

Greece’s right to extend its territorial waters from 5 to 12 nautical miles.388 

- Morocco imposed restrictions on Turkish goods entering the country and increased taxes 

 on Turkish products by 90%. The move raised suspicions that Rabat had joined Riyad in a 

 boycott against Turkey.389  

- US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo criticized Turkey’s involvement in the Nagorno-Karabakh 

 conflict, saying that it increased tensions in the region.390 

 

16 October 

- Turkey singed military cooperation agreements with Ukraine, seen as an effort to counter 

 Russia’s presence in the Black Sea.391 

 

18 October 

- Ersin Tatar was elected “president” in the occupied Cyprus. Pro-Turkey Tatar was described 

as a nationalist and a supporter of a two-state solution to the Cyprus problem.392 Following 

the election results, he thanked “motherland Turkey” for its support provided to occupied 

Cyprus during the coronavirus pandemic. He said Greek and Turkish Cypriots could easily 

                                                           
387 Seth J. Frantzman, ‘How Turkey pushed for Azerbaijan’s war on Armenia – analysis,’ Jerusalem Post, 

14 October 2020, https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/how-turkey-pushed-for-azerbaijans-war-on-

armenia-645650.  
388 Paul Antonopoulos, ‘Russia confirms Greece has right to extend territorial waters to 12 nautical,’ 

Greek City Times, 16 October 2020, https://greekcitytimes.com/2020/10/16/russia-confirms-greece-has-

right-to-extend-territorial-waters-to-12-nautical-miles/.  
389 Yasmine Allouche, ‘Morocco's restrictions on Turkish goods raise suspicions it's joined Saudi 

boycott,’ Middle East Eye, 21 October 2020, https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/morocco-turkey-

saudi-arabia-boycott-goods.  
390 Humeyra Pamuk, ‘Pompeo criticizes Turkey's involvement in Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,’ Reuters, 

15 October 2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-armenia-azerbaijan-pompeo/pompeo-criticizes-

turkeys-involvement-in-nagorno-karabakh-conflict-idUSKBN2702U7.  
391 Associated Press, ‘Turkey, Ukraine sign military cooperation agreements,’ Voice of America, 16 

October 2020, https://www.voanews.com/europe/turkey-ukraine-sign-military-cooperation-agreements.  
392 ‘Northern Cyprus: Right-wing nationalist Ersin Tatar elected president,’ BBC, 19 October 2020, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54594702.  

https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/how-turkey-pushed-for-azerbaijans-war-on-armenia-645650
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/how-turkey-pushed-for-azerbaijans-war-on-armenia-645650
https://greekcitytimes.com/2020/10/16/russia-confirms-greece-has-right-to-extend-territorial-waters-to-12-nautical-miles/
https://greekcitytimes.com/2020/10/16/russia-confirms-greece-has-right-to-extend-territorial-waters-to-12-nautical-miles/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/morocco-turkey-saudi-arabia-boycott-goods
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/morocco-turkey-saudi-arabia-boycott-goods
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-armenia-azerbaijan-pompeo/pompeo-criticizes-turkeys-involvement-in-nagorno-karabakh-conflict-idUSKBN2702U7
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-armenia-azerbaijan-pompeo/pompeo-criticizes-turkeys-involvement-in-nagorno-karabakh-conflict-idUSKBN2702U7
https://www.voanews.com/europe/turkey-ukraine-sign-military-cooperation-agreements
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54594702


 
 

60 
 

reach an agreement if the former came to terms with the strategic, economic and social 

balances in the region, adding that he was ready to negotiate based on facts.393 

 

19 October  

- Following the beheading of a school teacher over Charlie Hebdo Mohammed cartoon he 

 showed to his class, France launched a crackdown on radical Islam.394 

 

20 October 

- Athens called the European Commission to suspend the EU’s customs union agreement with 

 Turkey over Ankara’s provocations in the Eastern Mediterranean.395 

- EU launched a legal action against Cyprus and Malta over their respective citizenship by 

 investment programs.396 

- Prompted by the UN report on Syria, sixty eight Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) 

called for investigation to be launched into violations of human rights taking place under 

Turkish occupation in northern Syria.397 

- The Israeli state-owned Europe Asia Pipeline Company (EAPC) said it signed a preliminary 

deal to transport oil from the United Arab Emirates to Europe via the Eilat-Ashkelon pipeline 

connecting the Red Sea and the Mediterranean.398 The EAPC-operated pipeline was built in 

the 1960s and jointly owned by Israel and Iran.399 

 

21 October 

- The 8th Cyprus-Greece-Egypt trilateral summit took place in Cyprus. The leaders of the three 

 countries discussed,  among other things, the coronavirus pandemic, the EMGF, the 

 electricity interconnector between the three countries, the situation in Libya and Syria, and 
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 the recent escalation in the Eastern Mediterranean.400 

- Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias sent letters to his counterparts in Germany, Italy and 

Spain calling for arms embargo on Turkey.401 

- Armenia’s President Armen Sarkissian visited Brussels to push the EU and NATO to discuss 

 Turkey’s involvement in Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The leaders of both blocks refused to 

 criticize Turkey over the issue.402 

- Turkey issued a new NAVTEX valid until 27 October 2020 for seismic survey in part of 

 continental shelf claimed by Greece (see Plate 21).403 

 

22 October 

- The Times reported that Hamas had a secret base in Istanbul, separate from its official offices, 

which it was using to carry out cyber-attacks against enemies. Citing intelligence sources, the 

report said the bases were set up without the knowledge of the Turkish government and were 

operated Hamas directly from Gaza.404  

- Saad Hariri returned to Lebanon a year after resigning as a prime minister as a result of mass 

protests. Hariri was designated to form a government again in the face of Lebanon’s 

catastrophic economic crisis in hope to win international financial aid.405 

- During a ministerial meeting discussing Syria, Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said 

 that Turkish intervention in Syria posed a threat to the country and the entire region.406 

 

23 October 

- Libya’s GNA and LNA signed a UN-sponsored nationwide ceasefire in Geneva. The agreement 

envisaged freezing of all military agreements related to training inside Libya as well as 
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withdrawal of all foreign forces and mercenaries from the country within three months.407 

- Following sanctions on several Hezbollah officials in the previous months, the US sanctioned 

 Gebran Bassil, Lebanon’s minister of foreign affairs and son-in-law of President Michel Aoun. 

 Washington accused Bassil of corruption and ties with Hezbollah.408 

 

24 October 

- Following France’s crackdown on Islamist individuals and organizations, Erdogan said 

Macron needed mental treatment and blasted France and Europe for alleged Islamophobia.409 

France said the comments were unacceptable and recalled its ambassador to Turkey for 

consultations.410 

- Thousands of Israelis protested in Jerusalem accusing Prime Minister Netanyahu of 

 mishandling the coronavirus pandemic and demanding his resignation.411 

- Turkey issued a new NAVTEX valid until 4 November for seismic survey to be carried out 

 by Oruc Reis vessel in the north-east, east and south-east of the Greek island of Rhodes (see 

 Plate 22).412 

 

25 October 

- Amid the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh, Israel delivered humanitarian aid to Azerbaijan. 

 Similar offer extended to Armenia had gone unanswered.413 

- Turkey extended NAVTEX for seismic survey to be carried out south of the Greek 

 island of Rhodes.414 
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26 October 

- Speaking at a news conference with Ersin Tatar, Erdogan said it was time to discuss a two-

 state solution for the Cyprus problem to be discussed. He added that the current 

 parameters based on federation were a waste of time. In a provocative remark referring to 

 the recent reopening  of Varosha, he added he would like to have a picnic there.415 

- In a televised speech Erdogan said the treatment of Muslims in Europe was comparable to 

that of Jews before the World War II and doubled down on his earlier verbal attack on France, 

calling for boycott of French goods and brands.416 He also urged Turks to boycott French 

products after Macron’s pledge to fight Islamist separatism in France.417 

 

27 October 

- Manfred Weber called on the EU to use its economic power against Erdogan. He pointed out 

that boycotting French products was going against customs union, hence it was not a French, 

but a European problem.418 

- Libya’s GNA signed security cooperation with Qatar in a move considered to be in violation 

 of the recently agreed ceasefire.419 

 

28 October 

- Lebanon and Israel held a second round of maritime border negotiations.420 It was reported 

that the Lebanese side demanded that territory with two Israeli gas fields fall within its 

exclusive economic zone, leading to accusations that it adopted a maximalist stance.421 

 

                                                           
415 George Psyllides, ‘Erdogan: two-state solution must be put on the table (Update 2),’ Cyprus Mail, 26 

October 2020, https://cyprus-mail.com/2020/10/26/erdogan-two-state-solution-must-be-put-on-the-

table/.  
416 Michael Daventry, ‘Europe's Muslims being treated like Jews before WWII, says Erdogan,’ 

Euronews, 26 October 2020, https://www.euronews.com/2020/10/26/europe-s-muslims-being-treated-

like-jews-before-wwii-says-erdogan.  
417 Tuvan Gumrukcu, Ece Toksabay, ‘Erdogan urges Turks to boycott French goods,’ Reuters, 26 

October 2020,  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-security-boycott-erdogan/erdogan-calls-on-turks-not-to-buy-

french-goods-idUSKBN27B1HZ.  
418 Christopher Pitchers, Efi Koutsokosta, ‘EU needs action not words against Turkey, says Manfred 

Weber, Euronews, 27 October 2020, https://www.euronews.com/2020/10/27/eu-needs-action-not-

words-against-turkey-says-manfred-weber.  
419 ‘Qatar, Libya ink security cooperation agreement,’ North Africa Post, 27 October 2020, 

https://northafricapost.com/44719-qatar-libya-ink-security-cooperation-agreement.html.  
420 Agencies and TOI Staff, ‘Israel and Lebanon hold ‘heated’ second round of maritime border talks,’ 

The Times of Israel, 28 October 2020, https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-lebanon-resume-maritime-

border-talks/.  
421 TOI Staff, ‘Lebanon reportedly demanding control of 2 Israeli gas fields in maritime talks, The Times 

of Israel, 29 October 2020, https://www.timesofisrael.com/lebanon-reportedly-demanding-control-of-2-

israeli-gas-fields-in-maritime-talks/.  

https://cyprus-mail.com/2020/10/26/erdogan-two-state-solution-must-be-put-on-the-table/
https://cyprus-mail.com/2020/10/26/erdogan-two-state-solution-must-be-put-on-the-table/
https://www.euronews.com/2020/10/26/europe-s-muslims-being-treated-like-jews-before-wwii-says-erdogan
https://www.euronews.com/2020/10/26/europe-s-muslims-being-treated-like-jews-before-wwii-says-erdogan
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-security-boycott-erdogan/erdogan-calls-on-turks-not-to-buy-french-goods-idUSKBN27B1HZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-security-boycott-erdogan/erdogan-calls-on-turks-not-to-buy-french-goods-idUSKBN27B1HZ
https://www.euronews.com/2020/10/27/eu-needs-action-not-words-against-turkey-says-manfred-weber
https://www.euronews.com/2020/10/27/eu-needs-action-not-words-against-turkey-says-manfred-weber
https://northafricapost.com/44719-qatar-libya-ink-security-cooperation-agreement.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-lebanon-resume-maritime-border-talks/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-lebanon-resume-maritime-border-talks/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/lebanon-reportedly-demanding-control-of-2-israeli-gas-fields-in-maritime-talks/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/lebanon-reportedly-demanding-control-of-2-israeli-gas-fields-in-maritime-talks/


 
 

64 
 

29 October 

- Three people were murdered by a Tunisian Islamist in a Catholic church in Nice.422 The event 

took place amidst mass anti-French protests in several Muslim countries following French 

President Macron’s remarks about Islam.423  

 

30 October 

- Anti-French protests erupted in numerous Muslim countries.424 

 

31 October  

- Turkey issued a new NAVTEX for seismic survey to be carried out by Oruc Reis south of the 

 island of Rhodes in part of continental shelf claimed by Greece (see Plate 23).425 

 

 

November 2020 

 

2 November 

- Erdogan referred to areas of Turkish intervention in Syria and Iraq as “our lands”.426 

- Former prime minister of Turkey, Ahmet Davutoglu, said Erdogan was a greater threat to 

 the world than COVID-19 pandemic.427 

 

3 November 

- Cyprus President Anastasiades and Turkish Cypriot leader Ersin Tatar held their first informal 

 meeting. Tatar said he was willing to participate in a new round of Cyprus talks, but that other 

 solutions apart from federation should be discussed as well.428 Just hours later, Turkey issued 
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 a new NAVTEX for seismic survey in Blocks 5 and 6 in  Cyprus EEZ (see Plate 24).429 

- In an interview with The Jerusalem Post, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan accused 

Israel of siding with Turkey and jihadists in backing Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-Karabakh 

conflict. He said that through the use of Israeli-made drones by Azerbaijan, Jerusalem was 

actively engaged in the conflict assisting Baku to carry out genocide against Armenians in 

Nagorno-Karabakh and helping Turkey to advance its neo-Ottoman agenda.430 

- Joe Biden won presidential election in the US.431 

 

4 November 

- Libya’s rival parties agreed on a plan to implement the recent ceasefire.432 

- Egyptian and French navies carried out joint military exercises in the Mediterranean.433 

- France outlawed Turkish ultranationalist Grey Wolves group.434 

 

5 November 

- Greece’s counter-terrorism authorities arrested an ISIS jihadist from Tajikistan wanted by 

 Interpol. The former ISIS militant came to the Greek island of Lesvos in 2017 and was granted 

 political asylum in Greece based on claims that he was related to the Tajikistani opposition 

 leader.435 

- In surprise move Fathi Bashagha, Minister of Interior in Libya’s GNA, visited Cairo, signaling 

 his endorsement by Egypt boosting his chance to become Libya’s next prime minister. The 

 aim of his visit was to provide security reassurances to Egypt.  
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- Following terrorist attacks in France, President Macron called for overhauling of Schengen in 

 order to strengthen Europe’s border and its response to illegal immigration.436 

- During his visit to Berlin, Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias called on Germany again 

 to impose arms embargo on Turkey.437 

 

8 November 

- Azerbaijani forces captured Shusha, the second largest city of Nagorno-Karabakh, located 15 

 km from its capital.438 

 

9 November 

- In an interview with Die Welt newspaper, Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias urged 

 Germany to halt the sale of submarines to Turkey, arguing that they posed a threat to Greece 

 and the entire region.439 

 

10 November 

- After six weeks of fighting, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Russia signed a ceasefire agreement to 

 end the war in Nagorno-Karabakh. The deal granted Azerbaijan areas it had captured during 

 the  conflict. In addition, the Armenians were to withdraw from adjacent areas which they 

 had  been occupying since 1994. Russian peacekeepers would be deployed to patrol the 

 border. The agreement also envisaged the opening of a land corridor between Azerbaijan and 

 the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, an Azeri exclave south-west of Armenia (see Plate 

 25).440 The deal was hailed as a victory for Azerbaijan, as well as Turkey which gained a 

 footprint in the Caucasus, and a devastating defeat for the Armenians.441 Violent 

 protests erupted in Yerevan over the deal calling for Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 

 Pashinyan’s resignation.442  

 

                                                           
436 Elisa Braun, ‘Macron calls for a ‘refoundation of the Schengen area’,’ Politico, 5 November 2020,  

https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-refoundation-schengen-area/.  
437 Vassilis Nedos, ‘Athens repeats call for Turkey arms embargo,’ Ekathimerini, 5 November 2020,  

https://www.ekathimerini.com/258829/article/ekathimerini/news/athens-repeats-call-for-turkey-arms-

embargo.  
438 ‘Armenia: Azerbaijani officials claim capture of Shusha November 8 /update 27,’ Garda World, 8 

November 2020, https://bit.ly/3IUYJoM.  
439 ‘Deutsche Rüstungsexporte für 522 Millionen Euro an Türkei,’ Welt, 9 November 2020, 

https://www.welt.de/newsticker/dpa_nt/infoline_nt/brennpunkte_nt/article219634230/Deutsche-

Ruestungsexporte-fuer-522-Millionen-Euro-an-Tuerkei.html.  
440 ‘Statement by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia 

and President of the Russian Federation,’ President of Russia, 10 November 2020, 

http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/64384.  
441 ‘Armenia, Azerbaijan and Russia sign Nagorno-Karabakh peace deal,’ BBC, 10 November 2020,  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54882564.  
442 Agence France-Presse, ‘Armenia PM Pashinyan: from protest hero to war 'traitor',’ France 24, 10 

November 2020, https://bit.ly/3Gm2XTZ.  

https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-refoundation-schengen-area/
https://www.ekathimerini.com/258829/article/ekathimerini/news/athens-repeats-call-for-turkey-arms-embargo
https://www.ekathimerini.com/258829/article/ekathimerini/news/athens-repeats-call-for-turkey-arms-embargo
https://bit.ly/3IUYJoM
https://www.welt.de/newsticker/dpa_nt/infoline_nt/brennpunkte_nt/article219634230/Deutsche-Ruestungsexporte-fuer-522-Millionen-Euro-an-Tuerkei.html
https://www.welt.de/newsticker/dpa_nt/infoline_nt/brennpunkte_nt/article219634230/Deutsche-Ruestungsexporte-fuer-522-Millionen-Euro-an-Tuerkei.html
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/64384
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54882564
https://bit.ly/3Gm2XTZ


 
 

67 
 

11-12 November 

- Syrian government held a Russian-backed conference on the issue of refugees return. Of 

 neighboring  countries hosting Syrian refugees, it was attended by representatives from 

 Lebanon and Iraq.443 Turkey was not invited, while the European Union refused to attend, 

 saying the conference was premature as the country was still not safe enough for 

 returns.444 The US described the conference as an attempt to declare the Syrian conflict over, 

 pointing out that the Assad regime was responsible for the deaths of over half a million of its own 

 citizens.445 

 

11 November 

- Russia and Turkey signed a memorandum of understanding to create a joint center to monitor 

 Nagorno-Karabakh ceasefire agreement. Erdogan expressed his hope for a similar joint center 

 to be created in Syria.446 

- UN-sponsored political negotiations on Libya in Tunis reached an agreement to hold elections 

 within eighteen months.447 

- Turkey issued a NAVTEX valid until 23 November 2020 for seismic survey to be carried out by 

 Oruc Reis vessel east and south-east of Rhodes (see Plate 26).448 

- Turkey extended NAVTEX for seismic survey carried out by Oruc Reis south of Kastellorizo.449 

- Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi visited Greece and met with Prime Minister Kyriakos 

 Mitsotakis. The two leaders hailed the August maritime agreement as well as trilateral 

 cooperation with Cyprus, and talked about the East Med pipeline. Mitsotakis praised 

 Egypt’s contribution to the ceasefire agreement in Libya and appreciated Cairo’s role as a 

 “beacon of moderate, true Islam”. He also expressed hope that the incoming Biden 
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 administration would help restore security in the region”.450 

 

12 November 

- Defence ministers of Cyprus, Greece and Israel held the Third Trilateral Defence meeting in 

 Nicosia. The three countries agreed to intensify their defence cooperation in a 3+1 format with 

 partner countries that “share the same values” and interest for security developments in 

 the Eastern Mediterranean and named the US as such a partner.451 

 

14 November 

- Turkish media reported that the opening of the Nakhchivan corridor linking Turkey with 

 Azerbaijan would launch a new era between Turkey and Central Asia as Ankara would gain 

 direct access to the Caspian Sea, Turkic republics as well as China.452 

 

15 November 

- During his visit to Cyprus to celebrate the anniversary of the breakaway regime’s unilateral 

 declaration of independence, Erdogan visited Varosha, prompting strong reactions from the 

 Greek Cypriots describing the visit as provocative.453   

 

17 November 

- US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visited Istanbul to meet the Patriarch Bartholomev I. 

 The visit didn’t include any official meetings with Turkish government officials. Ankara 

 dismissed the visit as  irrelevant.454 

- Trans-Adriatic Pipeline wend online. The pipeline is a part of the Southern Gas Corridor 

 carrying Azerbaijani gas via Turkey to Europe.455  

- US Senator Bob Menendez called for a renewed US leadership in the Caucasus through the 
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 Minsk Group and demanded sanctions to be imposed on Turkey for its aggression 

 against Armenia.456  

 

21 November 

- Turkey issued a new NAVTEX valid until 29 November 2020 for seismic survey to be 

 carried out by Oruc Reis vessel south of the island of Kastellorizo (see Plate 27).457 

 

23 November 

- Prime Minister Netanyahu and Mossad chief Yossi Cohen paid first public visit to Saudi Arabia 

 where they met with Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman and US Secretary of State Mike 

 Pompeo.458 

- Turkey accused the German navy of carrying out an unauthorized search on a Turkish-

 flagged commercial vessel bound for Libya and called the EU, German and Italian 

 ambassadors for consultations over the incident. The search was conducted in line with the 

 EU IRINI Operation.459 

- Greece and UAE signed a mutual defense pact that obliged the countries to support each 

 other in case of a military threat. In a joint statement, the two countries condemned Turkey’s 

 behavior in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East.460 

- Israel’s Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz invited Lebanon’s President Michel Aoun to hold direct 

 talks in Europe over their disputed maritime border.461  

 

25 November 

- Cyprus Minister of Energy Natasa Pilides said hydrocarbon exploration in the Cyprus EEZ 

 would be resumed in mid-2021. She said 2025 remained the target for the beginning of the 

 Aphrodite gas production.462 
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- Erdogan suggested that Greece and Turkey were behind the interception of a Turkish-flagged 

 vessel by the German navy, saying that despite their provocations Turkey behaved with 

 restrain.463 

 

26 November 

- The European Parliament adopted a non-binding resolution urging EU leaders to sanction 

 Turkey over  reopening of Varosha and illegal hydrocarbon exploration in the Eastern 

 Mediterranean.464 

- Israel welcomed the first commercial flight from UAE.465 

 

27 November 

- The head of Iran’s nuclear program Mohsen Fakhrizadeh was assassinated with the use of a 

 remote-controlled machine gun near Teheran. Iran accused Israel and the exiled opposition 

 for the killing.466 

- The imam of Al-Aqsa mosque Sheikh Ekrima Sabri praised Turkish policies in Jerusalem.467 

 

28 November 

- In an interview with Politico magazine, Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias criticized 

 Germany for rejecting Athens’ demands to impose arms embargo on Turkey.468 

 

30 November 

- Al Monitor reported that Turkey’s intelligence service was holding secret talks with Israel in 

 an effort to normalize relations between the two countries. According to the report, 

 Turkey was eager to improve its ties with Israel amid fears that the incoming Biden 
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 Administration would be less accommodating to Turkish regional policies.469 

- Turkey recalled its seismic vessel Oruc Reis ahead of the EU December summit.470 

- Turkish Cypriot leader Tatar reiterated his position on a two-state solution for Cyprus in an 

 interview with Kathimerini, saying that the federation talks completely collapsed in 2017 due 

 to Greek Cypriots’ intransigence.471 

- The US confirmed that Greece requested to purchase twenty four F-35s.472 

- Greek company Mitilineos announced it would restart construction of a power plant in 

 eastern Tobruk after delays caused by civil war in Libya.473 

- Foreign Policy magazine reported that Pentagon alleged in its report to Congress the UAE 

 might be financing Russian Wagner Group in Libya. The news emerged while Trump 

 administration was seeking congressional approval for a $23 billion weapons sale to the UAE. 

 Abu Dhabi denied the story.474 

 

 

December 2020 

 

1 December 

- Egypt, Greece and Cyprus, with participation of French and Emirati naval forces, started the 

 Medusa military training in the Mediterranean.475 

- During the meeting with UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy Jane Holl Lute, Ersin Tatar 

 called for an informal conference on Cyprus, but reiterated that a different approach to the 
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 Cyprus problem was needed, referring to a two-state solution.476 

- During an online NATO meeting, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo clashed with Turkish 

 Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu. Pompeo accused Turkey of increasing tensions with 

 NATO allies and siding with Russia. Cavusoglu hit back saying that US sided blindly with 

 Greece and supported Kurdish terrorists in Syria.477 

 

2 December 

- In an interview with Al-Arabiya, Cyprus Defence Minister Charalambos Petrides called on 

 Turkey to engage with Cyprus in talks over maritime delimitation issues.478 

- Iran announced it identified killers of nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh without revealing 

 their identities.479 A senior US official said Israel was behind the attack.480 

- During the meeting with UN Envoy Jane Lute, Cyprus’s president agreed to new Cyprus talks 

 without preconditions, but said he rejected a two-state solution.481 

 

3 December 

- Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah reportedly moved to Iran for an indefinite amount of 

 time.482 

 

4 December 

- Speaking after Friday prayers, Erdogan said he wished France would get rid of “the Macron 

 trouble”.483 

- Hezbollah said it had launched lawsuits against those claiming it was responsible for the 

                                                           
476 Newsroom, ‘Tatar tells Lute of 'sovereign equality' approach to CyProb,’ The English Edition of 

Kathimerini Cyprus, 1 December 2020, https://knews.kathimerini.com.cy/en/news/tatar-tells-lute-of-

sovereign-equality-approach-to-cyprob.  
477 David M. Herszenhorn, Nektaria Stamouli, Rym Momtaz, ‘US and Turkey target each other in NATO 

meeting,’ Politico, 1 December 2020, https://www.politico.eu/article/us-turkey-target-each-other-nato-

meeting/.  
478 Newsroom/CAN, ‘Cyprus calls on Turkey to engage in maritime zone delimitation talks,’ The English 

Edition of Kathimerini Cyprus, 2 December 2020, https://bit.ly/3pBHfEK.  
479 Al Monitor Staff, ‘Iran identifies perpetrators as it probes scientist’s killing,’ Al Monitor, 2 December 

2020, https://bit.ly/3rMhfJF.  
480 Kylie Atwood, ‘US official says Israel was behind assassination of Iranian scientist,’ CNN, 2 

December 2020, https://cnn.it/3prwEfK.  
481 Newsroom, ‘Lute gets Cypriot nod for five-party talks,’ The English Edition of Kathimerini Cyprus,’ 

2 December 2020, https://knews.kathimerini.com.cy/en/news/lute-gets-cypriot-nod-for-five-party-talks.  
482 Tzvi Joffre, ‘Hezbollah's Nasrallah to move to Iran amid regional tensions – report,’ Jerusalem Post, 

3 December 2020, https://bit.ly/31CMhcd.  
483 Associated Press, ‘Erdogan says he hopes France gets rid of Emmanuel Macron 'as soon as possible',’ 

Euronews, 4 December 2020, https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/04/erdogan-says-he-hopes-france-

gets-rid-of-emmanuel-macron-as-soon-as-possible.  

https://knews.kathimerini.com.cy/en/news/tatar-tells-lute-of-sovereign-equality-approach-to-cyprob
https://knews.kathimerini.com.cy/en/news/tatar-tells-lute-of-sovereign-equality-approach-to-cyprob
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-turkey-target-each-other-nato-meeting/
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-turkey-target-each-other-nato-meeting/
https://bit.ly/3pBHfEK
https://bit.ly/3rMhfJF
https://cnn.it/3prwEfK
https://knews.kathimerini.com.cy/en/news/lute-gets-cypriot-nod-for-five-party-talks
https://bit.ly/31CMhcd
https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/04/erdogan-says-he-hopes-france-gets-rid-of-emmanuel-macron-as-soon-as-possible
https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/04/erdogan-says-he-hopes-france-gets-rid-of-emmanuel-macron-as-soon-as-possible


 
 

73 
 

 August blast in Beirut.484 

- Kuwait announced the deal to end Qatar blockade was under way and thanked Trump’s 

 adviser Jared Kushner for mediation.485 

 

7 December 

- Israeli think tank the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies published 

 an article written by Cihat Yayci, the architect of Turkey’s Blue Homeland doctrine, in 

 which he argued that by canceling maritime deal with Cyprus and starting energy 

 cooperation with Turkey instead Israel would  have a lot to gain. By striking a maritime deal 

 with Turkey similar to the one Ankara signed with Libya’s GNA, Israel would become 

 “Turkey’s neighbor across the sea.”486  

- During a meeting with Egypt’s President el-Sisi in Paris, President Macron said he would not 

 condition arms sales  to Egypt on human rights concerns, arguing that dialogue was a more 

 effective policy than boycott. The two leaders agreed they shared a common vision for a 

 peaceful settlement in Libya.487 

 

8 December 

- Greece’s Migration Minister Notis Mitarakis accused non-governmental organizations of 

 facilitating illegal crossing of Somali migrants from Somalia to Turkey, and then further on 

 to Greece.488 

- In an interview with The Jerusalem Post magazine, Russian ambassador to Israel Anatoly 

 Viktorov said that the Palestinian-Israeli conflict was a bigger threat to regional stability than 

 Iran’s activities. He added that it was Israel attacking Hezbollah and not the other way around, 

 and there was no proof of Hezbollah-built tunnels crossing to Israel.489 
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- UN warned of a possible food crisis and a social catastrophe in Lebanon if the government 

 cut price subsidies.490 

 

9 December 

- Turkish media cited analysts arguing that the Nakchivan Corridor would allow Turkey to 

 anchor its influence in the Caspian region. The corridor would however bring economic 

 losses to Iran which to date had provided a transit route between Nakchivan and 

 Azerbaijan.491 

- The newly-formed regime in Turkish-occupied Cyprus announced it would work for a two-

 state solution to the Cyprus problem.492 

- The Arab Weekly reported that Turkey was dissatisfied with the GNA’s Fathi Bashagha 

 rapprochement with  Egypt and France amid speculations that Ankara was going to 

 replace its old Libyan ally for a hardline Mufti Movement rejecting any settlement to the Libya 

 conflict that would include its opponents in power.493 

- Ahead of the EU summit, Erdogan said that Turkey was not concerned with the prospect of 

 EU sanctions, adding that Brussels had never acted honestly or kept its promises.494 

- According to the UN report, Iranian weapons were used in Libya by groups affiliated with 

 the GNA.495 

 

10 December 

- Israel and the UAE held talks on oil and gas cooperation.496 

- Dubai’s Burj Khalifa was lit up for historic Hanukkah celebrations.497 
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- Erdogan attended a military parade in Baku that celebrated Azerbaijan’s victory over Armenia 

 and the Artsakh Republic. During the event, he said Armenians should stop acting on the 

 orders of “imperialist West.” He praised Enver Pasha, one of the main perpetrators of the 

 Armenian Genocide.498 

- The EU leaders decided at the block’s summit to continue to postpone imposing sanctions 

 against Turkey for illegal activities in the Eastern Mediterranean.499 President Anastasiades 

 however expressed his full satisfaction with the summit’s conclusions that emphasized 

 placing diplomatic dialogue with Turkey over sanctions.500 

- Following the UAE and Bahrain, Morocco became yet another Arab country to normalize ties 

 with Israel. In reward, the US agreed to recognize Morocco’s claim over Western Sahara.501 

 

11 December 

- Iran summoned Turkish ambassador over remarks made by Erdogan during his visit to 

 Azerbaijan. Erdogan cited an Iranian-Azeri poet wailing over the division of Azerbaijani 

 territory between Russia and Iran, which Teheran interpreted as inciting separatism 

 among Iran’s Azeri minority.502 

- Defence Minister in Libya’s GNA Salah El-Din Al-Namroush said in an interview with France 

 24 news network that his government ruled out any settlement involving Khalifa Haftar.503 

 

12 December 

- Armenian press reported that Azerbaijan won the war over Nagorno-Karabakh with the help 

 of intelligence provided to Baku by Israeli companies that allowed for precise drone hits.504  

- A Hezbollah operative was sentenced to life in prison over Rafik Hariri’s assassination.505 
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13 December 

- Amid reports that Israel and Turkey were working for reconciliation, Jerusalem Post published 

 an opinion piece arguing that Ankara’s attempts to approach Israel were motivated by US 

 administration change and not by any significant shift in Turkey’s attitude towards Israel.506 

 

14 December 

- Ukraine signed a military agreement with Turkey for technology transfer and production of 

 corvettes and combat UAVs.507 

- Turkey appointed a new ambassador to Israel after a two-year absence.508 

- The US imposed sanctions on Turkey for the S-400 deal with Russia. The sanctions mainly 

 targeted Turkey's defense procurement agency, known as the Presidency of Defense 

 Industries, and four Turkish officers.509 

- Turkey issued a new NAVTEX demanding demilitarization of Greek islands.510 Turkey’s 

 Foreign Minister Cavusoglu said that EU sanctions would not stop Ankara from pursuing its 

 interests in the Eastern Mediterranean.511 

- Lebanon’s caretaker Prime Minister Hassan Diab refused to be questioned over the August 

 Beirut blast by the judge who charged him and three former ministers with negligence.512 

- Egypt’s Minister of Electricity and Energy Mohamed Shaker said that Egypt was studying 

 electricity interconnection with Cyprus and Greece. He also reiterated Egypt’s plans to 

 become a regional energy hub.513 

- The energy ministers of Israel, the UAE, the US and Bahrain held a virtual meeting established 

 a platform for dialogue on energy issues.514 
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15 December 

- Simeon Kassianidis, the chairman of the Natural Gas Public Company of Cyprus (DEFA), 

 presented a timeline for the construction of the LNG import terminal in Cyprus. According to 

 the plan, the construction would be completed by autumn 2022.515 

- In a telephone conversation with the European Council, President Charles Michel, Erdogan 

 said  that he wanted to restart Turkey-EU relations, adding that he hoped that the EU could 

 adopt a constructive attitude towards Turkey.516 

 

17 December 

- UAE joined the EMGF as an observer.517 

 

21 December 

- Israel’s coalition government negotiations on delaying the budget deadline broke down, 

 leading to speculations of a new round of parliamentary elections.518 

- Voice of America broadcaster reported that Turkish-Israeli relations were on the verge of a 

 breakthrough, as Turkish presidential adviser Mesut Casin allegedly confirmed bilateral talks 

 that could lead to normalization by March 2021.519 

 

22 December 

- Germany’s Foreign Minister Heiko Mass rejected Greek calls for arms embargo on Turkey, 

 saying that it was not strategically correct as it pushed Turkey towards cooperation with 

 Russia.520 
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23 December 

- Egypt’s Al-Azhar university issued a fatwa banning membership in the Muslim 

 Brotherhood.521 

- Following the collapse of Netanyahu-Gantz unity government, Israel announced it would 

 hold snap elections in March, the fourth in two years.522 

 

25 December 

- Erdogan said he would better ties with Israel, but Israel’s Palestinian policies were 

 unacceptable and a red line for Turkey.523 

 

26 December 

- Khalifa Haftar issued a statement calling Turkey a colonizer and warning that if Turkish 

 forces didn’t leave Libya voluntarily, it would lead to war.524 

 

27 December 

- Egyptian delegation arrived in Libya for the first visit in years. The delegation met the GNA 

 interior minister Fathi Bashagha, as well as Emad Trabelsi, the head of intelligence in 

 western Libya. They  discussed ways to maintain the ceasefire agreement and the so-called 

 5+5 committee composed of  officers appointed by each side of the conflict.525 

- EU launched COVID-19 vaccination program.526 

 

28 December 

- Turkish Defense Minister Hulusi Akar visited Libya signaling Turkey’s intention to maintain 

 its presence in the country. During the visit, he threatened Haftar that he and his forces 
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 would become legitimate targets if they attacked Turkish forces in Libya.527 

 

29 December 

- Lebanon’s caretaker Prime Minister Hassan Diab said remaining $2 billion in foreign reserves 

 for subsidies on wheat, fuel and medicine could last up to six months if rationing was 

 applied. He also stated that the Western leaders refused to help Lebanon because of 

 Hezbollah’s influence in the country.528 

- UK and Turkey signed a free trade agreement.529 

- Israel’s energy ministry announced that in 2022 Israel would end its reliance on imported 

 natural gas.530 

 

30 December 

- Following seven years of negotiations, the EU and China reached an investment agreement. 

 The deal raised questioned regarding China’s human rights records as well as potential 

 fallout with the US.531 
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Comments on Iran, the US and the death of Qasem Soleimani 
 

On the question about the so-called escalation between the United States and Iran, it seems to 
me that there will be no further escalation but a continuation of a kind of ping-pong game 
between the two countries. I don't think it's going to deteriorate to a broad conflict. Why? 
Because both Iran and the US do not want it to happen. So this is not the case. This is not a 
problem. The problem is that in spite of the death of Qasem Soleimani Iran will continue to 
pursue its strategic goal, which means hegemony in the Middle East and, as a helping factor, to 
pursue the nuclear weapons. The death of Soleimani may somehow slow down the pace of 
entrenchment of Iran through proxies, mainly in Syria and in Iraq, but it will continue. The 
regime in Tehran never loses the line of sight to the strategic goal which is hegemony: regional 
and then global. So we do not have too many reasons to be joyful as Israelis about the killing of 
Qasem Soleimani, because the policy will continue, maybe temporarily in reduced speed, no 
more than that.  

And there is another point or two to mention. The Trump administration, or more precisely 
Trump himself, did not abandon his desire for a better deal with Iran. He is not trying to change 
the regime in Teheran. No, on the contrary, just recently Secretary of State Pompeo issued a 
directive which distances the United States from the Iranian opposition in a very significant way. 
They do not want to change the regime. They want to reach a better deal. And we as Israelis 
should always remember that at the end of the day in the confrontation with Iran we are alone, 
on our own. That’s the point. And though this operation of killing Qasem Soleimani is apparently 
serving our defence interest, I don't see in Washington a strategy which serves our interests in 
the long run. I see the opposite. I see a persistent intention to come to some agreement with the 
regime. Not to topple it. That should be very, very clear.  

Iran has already started its progress towards acquiring nuclear weapons. They increase the 
quantity of enriched uranium and our assessment was published that in a year time they will 
have enough uranium for the first bomb. And they will continue. So we have to admit that what 
we used to call the “breakout” is already here. Not tomorrow morning, but in a short time. In a 
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year or two Iran may have a nuclear device. Enough uranium in one year. This is the timetable. 
And then as Israelis we have to act according to the worst-case scenario. We cannot base our 
actions on wishful thinking. We don't have this luxury, no. We must prevent Iranian acquisition 
of nuclear weapons. It will change the entire balance in the region from the moment that they 
will have it. And if nothing will be done, we will have to take action. I want to say it in the clearest 
possible way. Israel, and no matter who is sitting in the government in Jerusalem, will not allow 
two things: of course nuclear Iran, and the second, entrenchment of Iran proxies in Syria, and 
not even in Iraq. Syria is more immediate. We will not allow it to happen. And again I want to 
emphasize it: no matter who is in the government, who will be the prime minister, Netanyahu or 
Gantz. We are all committed to the same benchmarks regarding our security. And it means no 
further entrenchment of Syria in our vicinity, and Syria is our vicinity. The promises of Putin to 
prevent them didn't work: they are there. We are taking actions and we will be obliged to take 
more actions, no doubt about it. And if we should see that they have substantial advancement 
towards possession of a nuclear weapon, if the international community will not take necessary 
steps, we will have to do it. 
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The Berlin Conference on Libya 

 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to give my point of view on the perception from the 
Egyptian side regarding the Berlin conference of 19 January very briefly. And I believe the 
sentiment here in Egypt is a point of relief, I think, because the Berlin conference has managed 
in a sense to cap what would be considered quite dangerous escalations precipitated specifically 
by Ankara’s decision to intervene militarily in Libya.  

Cairo had a very, very important input into the summit's closing statements. And like most of 
the other participants in the conference, I think Egypt was quite determined immediately to halt 
the downward spiral in Libya due to these foreign interventions seeking to, in a sense, fuel and 
prolong the fighting. More specifically, to halt Turkey’s defiance of the international arms 
embargo to Libya which saw the arming of radical militias allied with the GNA in addition to 
sending hundreds, if not thousands, of jihadists from Syria to support them. This is basically very 
clearly outlined in point six and point eighteen of the conference conclusions which called on a 
commitment to refraining from interference in the armed conflict or the internal affairs of Libya, 
in addition to fully respecting and implementing the arms embargo established by the United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 1970.  

Some countries do remain, let's say, skeptical on these points, especially that previous 
mechanisms for monitoring commitment to the arms embargo have failed. Both the 
international embargo monitoring committee and the maritime surveillance mission – Sophia 
Operation - were both quite ineffective. But again, I think Ankara-backed militias for the most 
part represent the greatest challenge to the Berlin Process. And more importantly, imported 
mercenaries represent an even more complex problem. This GNA-Ankara military pact and the 
maritime border and security agreement between them have certainly complicated things further 
and intensified the conflict not only in Libya but also in the rest of the region, touching upon the 
direct interests of countries such as Egypt, Cyprus, Greece and other European states, of course.  

The Berlin conference I think marked the beginning of a new transitional phase in which a 
number of political and security steps will be gradually executed, hopefully within the framework 
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of a partial consensus at least among key international players. Many find the points in the 
conclusions may be, what we might say, calls or appeals rather than firm decisions, but I think 
one of the most notable achievements in Berlin was Erdogan’s pledge not to intervene or send 
mercenaries. And we hope that the international community will be able to hold him to account 
if he does violate that commitment.  

Now, it's up to the international follow-up committees - consisting of foreign ministers of those 
participating states at the conference – to basically flesh out the points and their executive 
measures and put into place, I believe, mechanisms. And this is very much needed to ensure 
commitments and how to penalize these violations. And I think this was one of the things that 
was lacking as a conclusion to this brilliant conference.  

I think the conference is just widely seen as an attempt, maybe, to regain some kind of diplomatic 
initiative, specifically from other international players that have been very much involved in 
Libya. And I think one of the other notable things is despite that General Haftar and Sarraj did 
not really sit together or see each other in Berlin, but both of them have agreed to nominate at 
least five members each to so-called military committee that would be tasked with probably 
establishing a more sustainable, lasting ceasefire, hopefully overseen by the United Nations. I 
think that alone was a key step in a broader, let's say, Libyan-led, Libyan-owned process designed 
to bring a decisive, hopefully, end to the Libyan crisis and address some of those comprehensive 
underlying drivers of the conflict.  

So while some may argue, I guess, the success or the failure of the Berlin talks, Egypt remains 
quite committed to the Libya peace process and with the strong belief that this conflict can only 
be solved from within, with the support of course of the international community. Having gone 
through difficult circumstances ourselves here in Egypt over the past decade, fighting a global 
wave of extremism and terrorism from within and abroad, the Egyptians have proven that 
national unity is the key forward for any country in the region. And Libya today more than ever 
is in need of reconciliation and the true homegrown national political consensus and unification. 
For Egypt, having a strong stable and growing Libya means stability and growth for the whole 
region. And the Egyptian leadership see the Berlin conference as yet another step towards 
achieving that goal, for the best interest of the Libyan people.  

So rest assured that the Egyptian government and people will not tolerate another Syria in Libya 
and we're quite keen to play a positive role in the reconstruction of our next-door neighbors and 
historical allies. We’ve done that through economic support, sending workers, educators, 
experts, health professionals, as we have done for decades by the way in the past, and I believe 
we'll continue to do so for decades to come. So we remain committed to an international effort 
for peace in Libya and the region at large, and we'll continue to work hand-in-hand with 
international partners, organizations such as the EU, African Union, Arab League, and United 
Nations towards a stable, free and secure Libya. 
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The Israeli Elections 2020 

 

I've been asked to give a brief analysis of the Israeli general election results which were last week.  

This is now our third election in one year which is totally unprecedented, it has never happened 
in the history of the State of Israel. Even though there is some instability built into the Israeli 
representative democracy system, there's never been a situation like this before. 

I'll just say briefly that the main reason why there have now been three elections is that there's a 
perception that Prime Minister Netanyahu is specifically interested in achieving a block, a 
governing majority that would support legislation that would save him from trial. He is meant to 
go on trial starting March 17th - very soon - for three cases, the most serious of which involves 
bribery, which has significant jail time. And there is a belief that he would try, if he was able, to 
get 61 members of Knesset in what's known as the right-wing/ultra-orthodox parties, then he 
would try to pass legislation that would basically save him from his legal fate. 

On the other hand, the anti-Netanyahu parties, which are not necessarily all left-wing parties - 
they're kind of a hodgepodge of different perspectives - are all anti-Netanyahu. That's the one 
thing that unifies them. And they're all anti-corruption in the sense that they would not join any 
government that would have the purpose of advancing legislation that would save Netanyahu. 
And they've all basically made election promises, both in this past election and the previous one, 
that they would not sit in a coalition that was run by a prime minister who has been indicted. 
And he was indicted after the previous election, after the September election - I believe it was at 
the end of November. So he ran this election as someone who is indicted, which is actually legal 
according to Israeli law. Even though if you were indicted you're not allowed to be a minister, 
you're not allowed to be a foreign minister or a defense minister, but you can be a prime minister 
according to a basic law, which is quite counterintuitive. But that's what the law is.  

So that's the reasoning behind this insane cycle of elections where basically neither block can 
really achieve a majority, it seems. And a national unity government, although it was attempted 
after the last election, did not really succeed because of the fact that the main competition to 
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Netanyahu's Likud party, the Blue and White party, would not take part in the government, even 
in a rotation prime-ministeralship, in which Netanyahu under an indictment - or three 
indictments actually - would serve as prime minister. 

So last Monday, March 3rd, which was the day of election, the exit poll results actually showed 
close to a majority victory for Likud and the parties that support Likud, that support Netanyahu's 
party. We saw exit polls that gave them 60 seats and many analysts and journalists were 
predicting that it would go up to 61 and that Netanyahu would be able to receive his majority 
needed in order to pass the legislation that he wanted. Within two days these numbers changed 
and the actual results showed that of the 120 Knesset seats this pro-Netanyahu block only had 58 
seats, whereas the anti-Netanyahu block, which is led by the Blue and White party and Benny 
Gantz, had 62 seats 

There's a bit of a difference between these two blocks which is very, very important. The right-
wing ultra-orthodox block is quite unified, all supporting of Netanyahu, whereas the anti-
Netanyahu block is much more problematic because it is not clear that all of these parties would 
support Benny Gantz to be prime minister. So the one small party that’s been the balance of 
power in each of these elections is called the Israel Beiteinu (Israel Our Home) party, which is 
actually a Russian immigrant party led by Avigdor Lieberman. In the September election he didn't 
support either candidate for prime minister and now it appears that he will support Benny Gantz. 
So even though he's right-wing, the fact that he is running on a secular, anti-religious platform, 
has moved him closer to Benny Gantz’s side, and now he is part of Lieberman’s party, and part 
of this 62-member of Knesset block that is the anti-Netanyahu block. 

However, this block is very divided. Lieberman is right-wing in his political or diplomatic and 
security approach and very anti-Arab as well. And a major part of this anti-Netanyahu block is 
what's called the Joint Arab List which is a party that has grown significantly over each of these 
three elections - now they have 15 seats. And the idea that Lieberman's party could cooperate 
with the Joint Arab List - he calls them terrorists and the fifth column, and all these kinds of 
incitement-type rhetoric - it will be very difficult to see these two parties cooperating in a 
coalition, or even supporting a coalition from the outside, which is maybe an easier solution to 
this. 

So this situation resulted at first in Likud - which had this 58 seat-block – saying we can maybe 
entice three members of this other block to jump ship and maybe join Likud or set up an 
independent party, basically by bribing them with various portfolios. But it doesn't appear that 
this is going to happen. It appears that the blocks are quite solid. You have 58 supporting 
Netanyahu, 62 anti-Netanyahu. I don’t see 62 pro-Gantz because that's not necessarily the case. 

So it appears that there are really three scenarios right now, three possibilities. One is that Likud 
and the Blue and White party led by Gantz would form a national unity government that may 
include other parties. Between the two of them have enough seats to have a stable coalition but 
they could include other parties. I believe that the likelihood of this is extremely low. It was 
attempted after the last election, after the September election unsuccessfully. The main reasons 
why I think this would not happen is that I don't think that Blue and White party, Kaḥol Lavan 
party in Hebrew, could renege on its election promise not to sit under a Netanyahu government. 
And because Likud got more seats than the Blue and White party, I don't think that Netanyahu 
would allow Benny Gantz to be the first prime minister if there was a rotation agreement.  
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And the second reason I don't think that a national unity government would be possible is that 
both sides, but more specifically Netanyahu and Likud, ran such an ugly campaign that was full 
of incitement and hatred, such a negative campaign that it seems that on a personal level there 
is no real possibility for cooperation. Just to give you an idea, the Likud campaign was basically 
questioning Benny Gantz’s sanity, questioning his psychological capacity to run the country, even 
inventing various stories that he had an affair with a woman who was an activist in the party, and 
all kinds of really nasty stuff over social media.  

On the other hand, Blue and White were no angels themselves. One of the main gimmicks in the 
election was basically saying that if Netanyahu is reelected, he's going to turn Israel into Turkey. 
And they kept comparing Netanyahu to Erdogan in terms of specifically all the action that 
Erdogan has taken against legal authorities, against judges, against police and so forth. So there's 
a lot of hatred between the two sides. I don't think that national unity is possible.  

A second possibility is fourth elections which would be sometime in the autumn in September 
or October. I personally believe that there's a low likelihood of this. I said that there was a low 
likelihood of repeat elections after the second election as well and I was obviously proven wrong. 
But I believe that this time there would be so much public anger if a government wasn't formed, 
particularly at the Blue and White party. I think that it would probably be the end of the Blue 
and White party because they are kind of a new, fashionable party that could fall apart. The 
knives could come out because they went down in the number of seats they got in the parliament 
and the Knesset this time. The party may not itself last so it would appear that Benny Gantz has 
much more of an interest this time to prevent that from happening.  

Netanyahu could try to go for a fourth election actually, where he would be basically campaigning 
while under trial. I don't know if he has the power to make that happen since he only has 58 seats 
out of 120 in his block and because national unity doesn't seem to be possible.  

Maybe the most probable option, but very, very difficult would be a minority government led by 
Benny Gantz. And this would be a government basically comprised of the Blue and White party, 
the Lieberman’s party called Israel Our Home, the Labour party, which used to be a massive 
electoral power and only has seven seats. And then this doesn't give them enough for 61, this is 
only 47. But they would receive support from the outside, from the Joint Arab List. There is no 
way that the Joint Arab List would join a governing coalition. For various historical reasons and 
because of the continued occupation of the Palestinians, they don't seek out to be part of a Zionist 
government. However, there seems to be some kind of meeting of interests that might allow 
them to support this government from the outside, which would basically prevent no-confidence 
motions and allow a minority government to pass certain legislation and to exist for a period.  

Again, this is also very dependent on Avigdor Lieberman, who is probably one of the most 
virulent anti-Arab politicians giving up on this rhetoric, changing his tune and basically deciding 
that for him it's more important to create a government and depose of Netanyahu than continue 
with his very anti-Arab sentiments. So it would really require Lieberman to make this kind of 
ideological shift. He’s always been part, in some way, of the right-wing, even if he is a pragmatist 
and very much realpolitik, not necessarily an ideologue.  

So basically the question is, there’s this hatred of Netanyahu and the desire to prevent a fourth 
election and move on from the period of Netanyahu having total control over the system, is that 
enough to create cooperation between these parties that are very different and definitely not 
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necessarily natural partners? And this is the million dollar question that I don't necessarily have 
the answer to. Also within the Blue and White party, which is actually itself a combination of 
three different parties, there's a right-wing flank of that party where two of the members have 
said that they would not be willing to form a minority government that relied on the support of 
the Joint Arab List. We’ll see, maybe they will be convinced or pressured into changing their tune. 
It’s not quite clear. And basically I think that the Blue and White party of Benny Gantz, who 
could have done something very similar after the September election, even in a better position 
in terms of the number of seats he had - that is form a minority government - it appears that he's 
now ready to do this very risky move even though he wasn't ready to do it after the September 
election, because he's come to realize that he basically has no choice. The option of a national 
unity government doesn't seem to exist. There's no trust between Netanyahu and Gantz and 
having a fourth election would probably end Benny Gantz’s potential as a possible prime minister 
of Israel and a leader of a large party in the Israeli political spectrum.  

Now, the one sort of major change that's happened slowly over these three elections and has 
become in a way the deciding factor in this election is the electoral strength of the Joint Arab 
List. Now, this is a very interesting party because this is actually an amalgamation of four different 
Arab parties. One is a kind of a neo-communist party based on Jewish-Arab cooperation, one is 
a Palestinian nationalist party, one an Islamist party, and another is a more extremist anti-
cooperation party called Balad that may not actually support Benny Gantz from the outside.  

One of the reasons that this party received 15 seats in this election - it has risen with each election 
by a few seats - is because Netanyahu's election campaign was very much based on inciting 
against the Arab public. He kept on saying that Gantz, if elected, will form a government with 
the support of terrorists and calling them a fifth column, basically delegitimizing them as full 
citizens of the State of Israel. They are citizens, they vote, they are not part of the Zionist public, 
so Netanyahu in a way tries to delegitimize them and continues to delegitimize them after the 
election campaign as well. So in a way, the fact there was such a high voter turnout in the Arab 
public and I believe something like 97% of the Arab public voted for this party, was kind a 
response to this incitement, to say that since you're questioning our legitimacy as a voting public, 
we're going to come out in droves and make sure our voice is heard.  

Another issue is that the Arab public is now much more interested in being involved, in having 
their political representatives impact the political system. If not part of a coalition, then at least 
support it from the outside so that they can influence parliamentary decisions in terms of 
budgeting, in terms of law enforcement and other issues that are very important to the Arab 
public.  

Another factor was that the Trump “deal of the century” peace-plan actually talked about 
changing the border of Israel so that some of the Arab towns and villages that are very close to 
the border with the West Bank would actually be transferred to the future state of Palestine. And 
this was viewed very negatively by the Arab public and in a way by coming out and voting they 
were saying we're part of the Israeli public, we vote, we want to have an influence in the Knesset. 
Now they have 15 seats in the Knesset out of 120 seats. And actually, because of the way the 
proportional representation works in Israel, because there was such a high voter turnout among 
the Arab public, this had a key influence in the fact that the right-wing block went down and 
could not reach that threshold of 61 seats and only reached 57. If the Arab public had only voted 
in, let’s say, 50% voter turnout as opposed to around 70%, it's possible that the right-wing would 
have been higher and Netanyahu would have gotten his 61 seat block. 



 
 

91 
 

So it’s a very complex picture right now. It’s anybody's guess where it will end up. I think that 
there's a realization probably for the first time in the anti-Netanyahu block, the centrists - they're 
not necessarily right wing - the moderate right and the left-wing, that the only way to form a 
government that is not a right-wing government, is to have support at least from the outside of 
the coalition, with the Arab public. Which in a way I think is kind of a psychological barrier that 
needs to be broken in the left-wing of Israeli society, that from a demographic perspective, the 
only way the left-wing can actually restore power to itself - or the center and left-wing - is through 
Jewish Arab cooperation. Because demographically among the Jewish Israeli public, the right 
wing and the ultra-orthodox far outnumber the left wing, the only way is to really reach out to 
this 20% of the Arab public in Israel and create some kind of cooperation. 

So we'll see within a few weeks where things lead. My guess is that there will be a minority 
government with Benny Gantz as prime minister, but it's a very tricky situation, it's not 100% 
clear that this will happen. We'll have to wait and see. 

I hope this was informative and I hope that we don't have another analysis a number of months 
from now when I'm talking about the results of the fourth election because I do believe that 
would be quite detrimental to Israeli society.  
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A Future Outlook on the Eastern Mediterranean 

 

With the world beset by the coronavirus plague, it’s difficult right now in March 2020 to consider 
dispassionately the wider events beyond or indeed out with the pandemic. But that pandemic is 
surely germane to events that will inevitably follow. But of course, like the Athenian plague of 
the 400s BC, the Roman plague and the Justinian, the Black Death of 1347, and even the Spanish 
flu of 1918 and 1919, it will of course pass. But in each case the death toll, the impotence of some 
governments and the opportunities taken by others mean that there was and always will be an 
aftermath.  

Covid-19 of course is devastating for many, but a political opportunity for others, an opportunity 
that will not have been lost on the great power brokers of this world. For those that mishandle 
it, politicians should expect disquiet, discontent, even their replacement or perhaps even 
revolution. On the other hand, even for bad dictators, those that manage to contain the virus or 
control the contagion well and maybe even pass responsibility for the plague to scapegoats, the 
prospect is rosy and exploitable. And of course, this message certainly doesn't seem to have 
passed Mr. Trump by as he labels the disease the “Chinese” or “Wuhan” virus.  

And of course, there are also opportunities even for those seemingly less directly involved at the 
present time, or perhaps portrayed by their media as less affected. Here opportunities exist for 
making new friends, gaining new allies, and on the flip side for undermining competitor alliances 
and showing them as irrelevant or impotent. Hence, one suspects Russia's very symbolic and 
widely publicized airlift of essential medical supplies to Italy starting on the 22nd of March, while 
of course at the same time deploying naval assets off the British coast.  

Some, perhaps just a few conspiracy theorists, have actually posited that Covid-19 is deliberate, 
an exercise in germ warfare, and that the loss of three and a half thousand citizens in Wuhan is 
a small price to pay for undermining the West and destabilizing capitalism. Of course, the truth 
of this is something for future historians. What is more salient, however, for us is now, when the 
pandemic has started, whether China and Russia will use it to their advantage. Well, you bet they 
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will.  

China, of course, is already involved in a trade war with the United States as a prime financier for 
much of the US economy, while at the same time is involved in an ever more militaristic 
confrontation in the South China Sea, inside what China terms its nine-dash line. And of course 
there is Taiwan.  

Russia until 2014 was progressively coming out of the cold, becoming a member of the G8 and 
conducting the highly successful winter Olympics. But sadly has demonstrated a bad behavior, 
“pragmatic politics” perhaps they term it, that’s very much part of her philosophy. She blotted 
her copybook by massive drugs dealing at Sochi, by annexing the Crimea, by assassinating 
defectors and supporting little green men in the Donbas region of Ukraine. So both superpowers 
have much to gain from coronavirus. Most of it at America's political expense, especially in the 
Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean. 
 
And Britain too will likely be diminished during this whole period as it attempts to cling on to 
America's coattails in the hope of a massive post-Brexit trade deal with the Trump 
administration. But can Britain be entirely dependable now that she has withdrawn from the EU?  
Journalists used to say that David Cameron believed passionately in whatever briefing he had just 
received. Boris Johnson on the other hand believes passionately only in his own greatness. He 
might like to portray himself as a latter-day Pericles, but in reality his immorality, 
unpredictability, unreliability and lack of depth suggest he'll be seen rather more as Alcibiades.  

But Covid-19 is not just a political opportunity, it is of course principally a medical emergency. 
And in an era of sustained peace, a matter of course resulting in social complacency the numbers 
now dying and the manner of their death seem undeniably abhorrent and therefore worthy of 
the most extreme measures to stamp it out.  

Sadly though, that attitude is strategically naïve. In the UK, for example, the most extreme 
predictions have suggested that up to 200,000 UK citizens may die. However, when measured 
alongside the annual death rate in the UK of some 600,000 that figure seems small, especially 
when you consider that many of those 200,000 would likely die anyway, and that the additional 
or marginal deaths will be far, far lower. That’s not to minimize the social or personal cost of each 
additional death, but to put it into context. Especially as this 200,000 figures are likely to be 
wildly pessimistic. At the time of writing, there have been some 550,000 global cases of which 
there have been approaching 24,000 global deaths. So that's still no more than the UK losses on 
just the first day of the Battle of the Somme.  

But quite apart from the medical aspect, the economic implications will be far reaching. The UK 
Chancellor has just committed to pay up to 80% of the salary of each worker who would 
otherwise be laid off. This charitable action mirrors actions taken by finance ministers in the US, 
Denmark and France, to name just a few. The problem is there is no underlying national pot of 
gold to support such largesse and in each case, indeed in virtually every Western country, this 
beneficence must be paid for by loans and/or by printing money, or quantitative easing, as the 
euphemism labels it.  

Since the corona pandemic could, if the events of 1918 and 1919 are anything to go by, last for 
maybe as long as 18 months or two years, by any conventional economic measure this would 
bankrupt almost all Western economies. At the closing stages of World War Two the allies met 



 
 

95 
 

at Bretton Woods in the United States to plan the world economy after their victory over the Axis 
powers. This meeting, together with the Marshall Plan that followed, laid the foundations for the 
economic growth that followed the end of the war and lasted almost until the present day.  

In the wake of Covid-19, much of the world economy is likely to be in similar straitened 
circumstances. And I suggest that Nobel laureates need now to accommodate the new massive 
debt to begin crafting the shape of the new global economy, to create the economic stability and 
positive growth rather than accept the chaos of the 1920s, or that which followed the Black Death.  

So how relevant is this then to the strategic cauldron that is the Eastern Mediterranean and its 
neighbor - the Middle East? Perhaps one should ask: in the wake of Covid-19 what are or will 
come to be the strategic drivers that will shape the region? Is it oil, water perhaps, mineral 
resources, or people? Well, the answer is people. They drive all other demands, create conflicts, 
and of course transmit disease.  

Since the 1990s, European populations have been in decline with the average European girl no 
longer prepared to produce 2.1 children needed to maintain parity. The consequent demographic 
vacuum has drawn in other cultures, both attracted by the largesse of Europe and stimulated by 
the danger and chaos of their home states. If Covid-19 does anything, it's likely to amplify such 
movements. In the Middle East, for example, disease, war and corruption have generated huge 
push factors and already a huge stream of young, mostly male Arabs and West Asians have begun 
the great trek to try and reach Europe.  

In Africa, preparations for Covid-19 are wafer-thin. Although individual countries have begun 
trying to contain the disease by entry restrictions, the health services in these countries are 
almost either negligible, or available only to the rich. As death rises, emigration becomes the only 
way to escape. And so in Europe, we must expect a new wave of immigrants leaving their native 
homes and moving north across the Sahara or West across Turkey. In Britain, for example, the 
net migration figure from the EU has collapsed, while non-EU migration now exceeds that from 
the EU.  

Already, the gender imbalance in the migrant stream has created reaction in Europe, with the 
rise of hardline populist parties in those front-line countries that stand in the path of the 
migrants. And they do have a point. On New Year's Eve in 2015/2016, some 2000 Arab migrants 
attacked 1200 girls in the city of Cologne. And across Germany, families report that girls are no 
longer prepared to go to swimming pools for fear of being watched and stared at by 
unaccompanied migrant youths. The psychological effects of these pressures is for Europe to 
become more insular, to close its borders, setting up crisis lines wherever the EU meets the east 
or south, and to become progressively less involved or interested in the Middle East.  

In examining the likely future course of events in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East, 
one has to ask whether events will evolve by a series of regional squabbles, or will the region 
return to being the great powers’ playground. Well, the answer is probably a bit of both.  

Of course, the regional squabbles won't go away. Israel versus the West Bank and Turkey versus 
virtually everybody else. But the great powers’ interests in the region wax and wane, so we should 
expect new players to become more interventionist, while others withdraw.  

In this context, the US production of shale oil has made it almost independent of Middle Eastern 
oil. And with Donald Trump's “America first” philosophy likely to run for at least another four 
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years, the US presence and effectiveness in the whole region is likely to wither still further. As 
the saying goes, nature abhors a vacuum and other great powers are very ready to step in.  

Russia will be congratulating herself on the success of her interventionist policy. That 
intervention changed the course of the Syrian civil war and saved Bashar al-Assad’s regime from 
what looked like certain defeat. And all, it has to be said, at very little military and political cost 
to Russia.  

Also, looking more widely, the removal of many sanctions on Iran, following the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action - that's a bit of an oxymoron if ever there was one - Russia re-
equipped the Iranian military and is now on an equal footing with the US as the prime power 
broker in the Middle East. Indeed, the recent agreements between President Putin and Erdogan 
over the ceasefire in Syria shows just what credibility Russia has in the region and how the US 
now is practically out in the cold.  

Witness also the fact that Russia has sold surface-to-air missiles to Turkey and with Chinese 
pressure even persuaded Turkey to become progressively, more deeply a member of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization. And although this organization’s capacity is still very far off, it is not 
only gaining ground as a counter to NATO, but beginning to exert economic pressure as well. As 
a recent press release made clear, “the eight member countries of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization including China, Russia and India, have made a decision to conduct bilateral trade 
and investment and issue bonds in local and national currencies instead of US dollars.”1 So will 
the dollar be replaced as the main vehicle for trade? 

Which of course brings us neatly on to Chinese involvement in the region. Since even before 
Marco Polo, European trade with China has been a fact. Remarkably, even Pliny the Younger 
bemoaned the fact that Roman women were addicted to silk and that this trade was causing 
massive gold outflows, which Rome could ill afford. Although it did of course have a way of 
mitigating this, as many of its gold coins were heavily adulterated if not actually plated, which is 
why so many Roman coins of the empire that have been dug up in places like India have deep 
scratch marks across the face to see what metal really lay beneath.  

But China, though awoken from its long isolation, has already overtaken the US in global 
manufacturing output and now sees itself as replacing the USA as the world's leading power. 
China's Silk Road policy leads directly to and through the Middle East. And as the European 
Council’s website explain, China has significantly increased its economic, political and to a lesser 
extent security footprint in the Middle East in the past decade, becoming the biggest trade 
partner and external investor for many countries in the region.  

Although unlike Russia which has sizeable oil interests in the region, both as a competitor to 
Saudi Arabia and through the multiplicity of her pipelines, China has ingratiated herself largely 
with Iran. Some 23% of all its non-oil exports are with China, and China is Iran's largest oil 
customer as well, with total imports last year of approximately 29.3 million tons, according to 
Reuters.  

                                                           
1 ‘Shanghai Cooperation Organisation to introduce ‘mutual settlement in national currencies’ and ditch 

US dollar,’ Silk Road Briefing, 18 March 2020, 

https://www.silkroadbriefing.com/news/2020/03/18/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-introduce-

mutual-settlement-national-currencies-ditch-us-dollar/. 

https://www.silkroadbriefing.com/news/2020/03/18/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-introduce-mutual-settlement-national-currencies-ditch-us-dollar/
https://www.silkroadbriefing.com/news/2020/03/18/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-introduce-mutual-settlement-national-currencies-ditch-us-dollar/
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Amid its long-running conflict with the US, Iran has increasingly turned to China for aid to boost 
its military and help protect its economy from trade sanctions imposed by Washington. 
Moreover, according to the South China Morning Post, strong ties between Beijing and Tehran 
have been evident as tensions have risen in the Middle East, triggered by the killing of Iran's top 
military chief Qasem Suleimani.  

Which brings me therefore tightly to my main concern, which is Iran. Hitherto support from 
Russia and China has bolstered that regime, allowing the gerontocracy’s prescribed form of Shia 
Islam that the West finds incredible, which younger metropolitan Iranians do now balk at, to 
continue to flourish. As a political weapon Shia Islam has been successful, encouraging Tehran 
to support Iraqi friendship, maintaining Alawite Bashar al-Assad in power, and enabling 
Hezbollah to control Lebanon. All this activity thereby giving Tehran a power structure and 
influence that extends all along the north of the Persian Gulf, roughly from the Hindu Kush to 
the Mediterranean. 

But things may be about to change. Growing dissatisfaction with the age of the medieval mullahs 
is already reflected in street riots. And now the Covid-19 has struck with a burgeoning death rate. 
Iran is in third place in the virus toll, with over 1800 deaths and at least 23,000 reported as 
infected.  

Apart from Iran’s sweating deputy health minister who had clearly been infected as seen on 
television, others are ill as well. According to the Daily Telegraph, Mohammad Mirmohammadi 
is the first senior Iranian official to die from Covid-19. The political opponents say the death toll 
is far higher. This man was senior advisor to Ayatollah Khomeini. But given the age and 
vulnerability of all the Iranian clerics together with a collegiate and proximate style of worship, 
it's difficult to see how the mullahs can escape without substantial deaths amongst the hierarchy.  

These cases, together with the debilitating effects of US sanctions, suggest that Iranian public 
support for the government can no longer be guaranteed. Some 300 were killed in street rioting 
in Tehran because of fuel price rises and I for one would not be surprised now if the theocratic 
regime in Tehran fell sometime soon after the plague had finished.  

But of course were this to happen, the balance of power in the Middle East would certainly change 
with military support for Syria weakening, probably more Sunni-Shia violence in Iraq and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon left to its own volatile devices.  

So where does this leave all the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East? And the simplest 
answer is: in flux. If we look back over history, no one factor caused World War I. But as one 
domino after another fell, the result was inevitable: mass slaughter. How, historians ask, could 
that not have been foreseen? So I suggest, much will change after coronavirus. Most probably in 
ways that have been utterly unanticipated. And as one unexpected change leads to another, the 
domino effect may produce changes that can vary from the very mundane to the utterly strategic. 
I suspect the landscape will look very different in the Eastern Mediterranean by 2025. 
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Future Developments in the Eastern Mediterranean 

 

Given the circumstances under which I speak now, it's difficult to predict five days or five weeks 
ahead, let alone five years. Given the scale of the impact of the pandemic not only on our own 
region but on the world, on the balance of power, on internal European dynamics, on 
international dynamics, on the implications for China, for the United States, it's very speculative 
to look down the road and point to possibilities.  

But nevertheless, I would say that there are certain aspects that have been established in recent 
years looking back, say more five than ten - the last five years in particular - that have changed 
the dynamics of the Eastern Mediterranean in a very dramatic fashion. And I believe that these 
changes, despite the level of uncertainty that we are living through, I believe that these changes 
will have an impact down the road for the foreseeable future.  

The most significant element, I believe, is the emergence of a framework of strategic 
commonality. I think the term alliance is premature at least, or overstated. But I could definitely 
speak of an alignment of a structural framework that now reflects a commonality of interests that 
is embodied specifically in the EMGF. But EMGF goes well beyond the ‘G’, that is to say it's not 
just simply a Mediterranean gas forum. There are other aspects that clearly underlie the 
emergence of what could be called, if you wish, the 3+3½ because the Palestinian participant, the 
seventh energy minister attending the EMGF meetings does not represent a fully sovereign state 
as yet. We shall have to see whether the Trump initiative or other developments take us in that 
direction within the five-year space - I would raise a question mark here. But at least the present 
situation under which the PA is a functional national entity on its way to becoming a state will 
probably be with us for the next five years. So we have 3+3½: Italy, Greece, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan and the Palestinian Authority coming together on much more than simply cooperating 
on energy.  

Ironically, I'm not quite sure that within these five years we shall see the realization of a gas 
pipeline which was originally, let's say, the trigger for the emergence of this common 

COMMENTARY 

 
Eran Lerman* 

27 March 2020 

 

 

* Vice-President, Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security; Former Deputy National Security Advisor 

to the Prime Minister of Israel 



 
 

100 
 

organization, this common body. Given the very serious impact, if you wish, of the pandemic and 
other factors like Russian-Saudi rivalry on energy prices, the economic feasibility of a major 
infrastructure project may come into question. What will not come into question is the need for 
the seven participants to closely cooperate on energy. Jordan has already committed itself to be 
dependent on Israeli gas. Egypt has signed a major agreement. Cyprus, Egypt and Israel will need 
to find ways to cooperate in one format or the other in bringing their product to market. 
Palestinian dependence on Israel is almost a given for the foreseeable future. And even without 
a pipeline, ways can be found to enable Greece and Italy to not only enjoy and benefit, but also 
serve as a conduit for energy going to European markets. So whether the pipeline is built or not, 
the energy cooperation dimension of this I think is going to be with us for the next few years. But 
it goes well beyond that.  

We all know what is at stake, namely the challenge posed by a key player, in other words 
Erdogan’s Turkey. And I'm saying specifically Erdogan’s Turkey because its ambitions, its 
conduct, its audacity as we see, for example in the claims for a common EEZ border with the 
putative government of Libya, it's large-scale intervention in Syria which seems to be outlining a 
degree of territorial expansion unprecedented since the fall of the Ottoman Empire, all of this is 
very much marked by the personal characteristics, the ideological drives that are typical of the 
AKP government. I'm not saying that other Turkish governments have been - how shall I put it 
carefully - vegetarian.  Not in 1974 and not on other occasions. But this goes beyond the scope of 
traditional Turkish nationalism. This is - as many people have coined - a form of neo-
Ottomanism. And this will be the key challenge of the next few years in the Eastern 
Mediterranean.  It is very much the underlying agenda for the EMGF participants and very much 
the test of what's coming.  It may come much earlier than 2025, namely whether or not Erdogan 
and his client in Tripoli, the Sarraj government, can actually try to implement their notions of 
how the Eastern Mediterranean can be carved up.  

Given the scope of Turkish entanglements across the region, the current tensions with Russia 
which came to the edge of war over Idlib, the complexity of their relations with other neighbours, 
internal tensions in Turkey itself, the growing sense of not only the traditional Kemalist elite, but 
also of people who come from within the AKP’s fold that, historically speaking, Erdogan is taking 
the country a few steps too far. All of these dissents may come into play within the next months 
and years. And hopefully - we cannot be certain of that - but hopefully would curb the scope of 
the present aggressive pursuit of neo-Ottomanist ambitions.  

Much will depend in that context upon a country that most of us tend to take for granted as being 
very much in the grip of its own internal difficulties, its own internal dynamics, namely Egypt. 
But Egypt has taken a fairly firm stand in the face of the Turkish-Tripolitanian connection. The 
Government of National Accord (GNA) is a government of national discord. There is no unified 
Libyan government. The Libyan National Army (LNA) is stronger probably in the battlefield. This 
is why Turkey has threatened to intervene militarily. So the Egyptians have taken a very firm 
stand in support of the Libyan National Army, in support of a solution in Libya that would not 
service Turkish ambitions. They have even threatened to bring their own military influence to 
bear particularly in terms of preventing arms supplies to the GNA. 

So we may face very dramatic developments. But I believe that if we try to predict a situation five 
years from now and on the assumption that one way or the other Italy will put its house in order 
- right now it's heart-breaking and it's very difficult to predict this could happen, but that too 
shall pass, as the old Persian saying goes - and if the country comes together and its leadership is 
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determined to consolidate its role in the Eastern Mediterranean in conjunction with the other 
EMGF partners, and if Egypt sustains internal stability, resolves its Ethiopian issue which the 
Americans are working hard to bring about, sustains a close cooperation with Israel as is the case 
right now, and takes an active role in ensuring that the Libyan situation develops according to 
what we commonly see as our interest, then all of this may ultimately lead to a situation where 
the salience, the profile of the neo-Ottoman challenge will be actually reduced and the 
consequences of over-ambition will come home to Ankara in political terms, and may even bring 
about, one hopes, a change either in leadership or at least in the style of leadership.  

So I believe that given what most of us in the Eastern Mediterranean have in common, and given 
that there is leadership willing to respond to challenges, and also given that this Libyan situation 
is becoming the touchstone in determining who is going to end up having the upper hand, I'm 
cautiously optimistic. It’s going to be conflictual, it's going to be complicated. I hope it doesn't 
come to blows because nobody wants to think about the consequences of a confrontation. But if 
others in Europe – well, it's of limited relevance – but especially in the United States also take a 
firm stand in this respect, I believe that the challenge can be contained and five years from now 
we would be in a more stable and potentially cooperative situation compared to the current 
conflictual framework.  

One last point that needs to be brought into consideration, although once again it's shrouded in 
uncertainty, has to do with the role of China - the People's Republic of China - and specifically 
the role of the Belt and Road Initiative - the BRI - in the Eastern Mediterranean. We all know 
that the United States administration, certainly the present one and in all likelihood whoever 
gets elected, will continue to look upon China as a rival, as a strategic threat. And specifically, 
we've heard from Washington again and again that the way they look upon the BRI is part of this 
zero-sum game perception. So they were very critical and quite aggressive at some points about 
Israel and other countries associated with aspects of the BRI, such as Chinese role in the port of 
Haifa, of course there is already a major Chinese role in the port of Piraeus, up the Adriatic in the 
Italian ports, etc. But I would say that to the extent that the BRI marks out Egypt, certainly, and 
the Eastern Mediterranean as an important part of China's new strategic reach, and if this helps 
stabilize and empower the Egyptian government and the Egyptian administration in keeping the 
country together and playing a strategic role in the region, then it is in our interest collectively - 
the EMGF countries, the Eastern Mediterranean alignment - to  have a complex conversation 
with both Washington and Beijing ultimately recognizing and respecting the centrality of the 
United States for our future - as it happens we are countries with a deep strategic connection and 
for some of us a deep diasporic connection to the United States - but still I think we can have a 
conversation about how Chinese contributions can be brought to bear in an intelligent way that 
helps us and does not harm American interests. And if that happens, I think we should also see, 
once we emerge from the present crisis, a constructive and not necessarily a problematic element 
being added to the Eastern Mediterranean equation.  
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CONFERENCE DESCRIPTION 

 
On 27 May 2020, an online conference of the EastMedForum took place organized by the European 
Rim Policy and Investment Council (ERPIC), together with the S. Daniel Abraham Centre for 
Strategic Studies, of the Netanya Academic College, the Maritime Policy and Strategy Research 
Centre, of the University of Haifa. The online conference was attended by academics, experts, and 
other professionals from Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, the UK, and the US. The 
participants discussed the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Eastern Mediterranean region 
from three perspectives: regional security, energy, as well as the social, economic, and political 
stability of the states of the region. 
 
This report contains an executive summary of the conference, as well as transcripts of participants’ 
contributions. Two conference participants requested that their identity not appear in the record. 
They are, therefore, identified in the text as “Undisclosed 1” and “Undisclosed 2”. 
 
The conference was chaired by Air Cdre RAF (retd) Andrew Lambert, Honorary Chairman of ERPIC 
and Director of ERPIC’s Regional Security Program. 
 

 
I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
On the global scale of disasters, COVID-19 remains a relatively minor calamity. It may, however, 
trigger some broader effects. On a global scale, accelerated competition between China and the 
US could initiate a new cold war between the US and its partners on one hand, and China, Russia, 
and other Eurasian states on the other. The Eastern Mediterranean could witness the effects of 
such renewed global rivalry that would produce challenges, as well as opportunities.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has not changed the basic geopolitical realities in the region. At best, 
it should be viewed as a brief interlude before old conflicts resume.  
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Despite the pandemic, Turkey has not refrained from demonstrations of power in Cyprus’ 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) as well as in Syria’s Idlib province, and in Libya where it continues 
to prop up the Government of National Accord (GNA). The dire state of the Turkish economy 
may hinder its ability to finance military operations in Syria and Libya, but Turkey will not 
abandon its bid for regional hegemony. Turkey’s involvement in Libya should also be seen in the 
context of Erdogan’s quest to gain control over energy sources and transport routes in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. The new global great power equation should further urge the states of the region 
to join forces and create a ‘coalition of the weak’. Cancelling the Libya-Turkey memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) on delimitation of their maritime borders and preventing Turkey from 
controlling the Aegean and the Eastern Mediterranean should be the priorities of such a 
coalition. 
 
Russia faces a serious economic setback due to the radical drop in energy prices. However, it is 
unlikely that Russia will abandon plans to expand its influence in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Russia’s presence in the region must, therefore, be considered in assessing a new balance of power 
in the region.  
 
Iran’s economy, already in distress before the pandemic, has been badly hit by the COVID-19 
crisis. This may temporarily curtail Teheran’s capability to finance its regional proxies. However, 
it is unlikely that Iran will drop its hegemonic ambitions.  
 
The US policy in the Eastern Mediterranean has been marked by some confusion that has proved 
detrimental to the region’s stability. However, despite the perception that the Eastern 
Mediterranean is becoming less of a priority for the US, its withdrawal from the region is unlikely. 
In addition, the Eastern Mediterranean may potentially witness the emerging geopolitical rivalry 
between the US and China, creating new challenges for the states in the region.  
 
The COVID-19 crisis has had a negative impact on the regional energy sector exacerbated by the 
low oil prices. The pandemic has led to shutting down most of the drilling operations in the 
region and it is unsure when they will resume. Similarly, delays in infrastructure projects are 
expected. The controversial East Med pipeline is a likely casualty, while the increasing use of 
more flexible and cost-effective LNG in Europe means that East Mediterranean gas is less likely 
to enter European gas markets anytime soon. 
 
The present-day global situation should perhaps lead to rethinking of the region’s current energy 
strategies with more attention given to the development and use of renewable energy resources.  
 
Also, the over-saturation of the global gas markets, the limited export options, and the 
uncertainty related to energy infrastructure projects could lead to the further development of a 
more integrated regional energy market. The East Mediterranean Gas Forum (EMGF) has 
provided a platform for fostering regional energy co-operation.  
 
Turkey remains the major spoiler of regional co-operation. The memorandum of understanding 
signed between Turkey and Libya’s Government of National Accord (GNA) on 27 November 2019, 
combined with Turkey’s aspiration to assert ownership over Cyprus’ offshore hydrocarbon 
resources and control of future transportation routes westwards clearly manifests Ankara’s 
ambition to dominate the regional energy scene. 
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As a major energy producer, the US is now actively competing with other international suppliers. 
Hence, major US energy companies may be less interested in actively supporting the 
development of Eastern Mediterranean hydrocarbons that may potentially compete for their 
share of the European markets.  
 
In Israel, following three parliamentary elections over the last year, the coronavirus pandemic 
has fostered the formation of a national unity government, leading to a temporary post-electoral 
stability. The ceasing of terrorist activities has decreased the internal security threat. However, 
the planned annexation of part of the West Bank by Israel may lead to a new crisis and increased 
popular unrest in the Arab world, including the cancellation of the Israel-Jordan peace treaty.  
 
The virus has had a catastrophic effect on the Turkish economy, causing rapid devaluation of the 
Turkish lira and decrease in President Erdogan’s popularity. In an attempt to conceal the scale of 
the crisis, the government has applied propaganda tools, most notably the so-called ‘mask 
diplomacy’. The weakness of the Turkish economy may push Erdogan to deliberately create even 
more tensions in the region to divert the Turkish public’s attention away from domestic 
problems.  
 
In Egypt, the crisis hit at a time when the country was already recovering from political and socio-
economic instability caused by two recent revolutions. Despite an enormous population density, 
the Egyptian government has been effective in imposing lockdown and social distancing policies. 
However, Egypt suffers from a very high unemployment rate of 30%, according to official 
statistics, which in reality is probably much higher. Egypt’s economy, like that of Jordan, could 
potentially be affected by several unique factors, namely the badly damaged tourism sector, the 
limiting of financial aid from the Gulf States and the US, and the decreased flow of remittances.  
 
The situation in Lebanon is equally challenging. Even before the pandemic, the country suffered 
multiple challenges. The financial collapse led to an uprising in October 2019, which is expected 
to continue after the health situation improves. The situation is additionally complicated by the 
fact that Lebanon has been essentially hijacked by Hezbollah which defy the delicate power-
sharing arrangement between the major religious denominations that the Lebanese political 
system rests on.  
 
Contrary to expectations that the COVID-19 pandemic would lead to some degree of reflection 
and reconsideration, the geostrategic situation in the Eastern Mediterranean has remained the 
same. There are several areas of great concern for the future of the region, namely the neo-
Ottoman ambitions of Erdogan’s Turkey, the intractable conflict in Syria, the developing war in 
Libya, the potentially explosive economic and political situation in Lebanon, and the issue of the 
West Bank. With regard to hydrocarbons, the prospect of Europe becoming a recipient for 
Eastern Mediterranean gas in the near future is becoming dimmer. On the other hand, the 
hydrocarbon discoveries have generated an opportunity for cooperation in the region. Such co-
operation could form a foundation for the gradual emergence of a common regional identity.  
However, the evolution of a voluntary commonwealth of the Eastern Mediterranean, based on 
liberal democratic governance, economic prosperity and collective security, remains elusive.  
 
 



 
 

106 
 

II. COMMENTARIES AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Air Cdre RAF (retd) Andrew Lambert 
Honorary Chairman, ERPIC 
Director, Regional Security Program, ERPIC 
 
If previous pandemics are anything to go by, then this COVID-19 pandemic will soon morph into 
an endemic, hopefully moderated by the effectiveness of any vaccines that might appear, and 
perhaps controlled by one or more pharmaceutical products, probably more like Remdesivir 
(which does seem to reduce disease duration), rather than the bizarre anti-malarial 
hydroxychloroquine favored by President Trump. 
 
Very few diseases are actually eliminated and, in living memory, only smallpox has come close to 
extermination; but even this, thanks to some Third World reluctance to accept the vaccine, is 
still at large. 
 
And if microbial bacteria are difficult to control, how much more difficult are viruses; and, given 
the rise in urban population densities, experiences with viruses such as MERS, SARS, and 
particularly with HIV, strongly suggest that global populations will have to adapt and 
accommodate these, and other new viral threats, in the years, decades, and maybe even centuries 
to come.1 
 
So, we are going to have to accommodate. But this will result in not just a physical change, but a 
cultural and especially psychological one as well. For the 2000s generations, COVID seems like 
an act of God, the arrival of one of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, impossible to fight and 
yet with such devastating, even cataclysmic consequences.  
 
But of course, this is clearly not so. The world will certainly not end, and indeed, on the global 
scale of disasters, and for all its shut-downs, lock-ins, and economic collapse, it still remains a 
relatively minor calamity. At the time of writing, some 350,000 have died, while approximately 
1.9 million have survived. 
 
And even if the death toll were to rise to a million, this still hardly compares with a world war - 
approximately 20 million died in World War I and some 60 million died in World War II. Our 
current COVID mortality level, and indeed both of these war figures, are then dwarfed in turn by 
the approximately 100-150 million that died from the so-called Spanish flu pandemic that 
wrought such far sprung changes, and whose strategic consequences still affect us today. 
 
Of course, don’t get me wrong. I don’t seek to underestimate the effect of COVID, or in any way 
dismiss the personal tragedy that follows the loss of a loved one taken before his time. But as a 
military and international historian, it is my duty to set our currently perceived cataclysm into 

                                                           
1 As Professor David Robertson, head of viral genomics and bioinformatics at the University of Glasgow 

has stated: "If you contrast with Ebola, which has very high virulence, kills many, many people, it makes 

it very controllable and you can very readily identify the infected people. Whereas this virus is infecting 

so many people with asymptomatic to mild symptoms that it's almost uncontrollable. I think we have to 

be clear that we're not going to be able to eradicate this virus. It’s going to settle into the human 

population and in several years it will become a normal virus.” 
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context. 
 
And just as in past pandemics, such as the Spanish Flu, the Plague of Justinian, and the Black 
Death, the consequences were far more strategic than the medical records suggest, so we must 
expect a similar strategic transformation. And we should recall that virtually all the consequential 
changes were not only seismic, but they were also unanticipated - with each producing not just 
losers but winners as well. 
 
In the Western world, there is a saying, “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” This 
Darwinian thought echoes the German word schadenfreude, or to put it more explicitly, one 
person’s misfortune is another’s opportunity. 
 
And it is perhaps the wave of opportunism that arises in the wake of disaster that we ought to be 
considering. 
 
So, I guess, our task at this conference is to scan the global horizon to see who has been 
disadvantaged, physically, culturally, economically, but especially psychologically, from the 
events of 2020, while at the same time assess who, what nations, which movements, are well 
placed to take advantage. So, the world is likely to change, almost certainly in ways that none of 
us foresee. 
 
But, nevertheless, what are the geo-strategic changes that are taking place and are the context 
for the unexpected? One at least is easy, and that is the competition for top dog. 
 
As Carl Bildt noted in a recent Tweet about a meeting of the WHO, the USA is increasingly 
behaving like a petulant child, whilst China seems to appear restrained, measured and mature. 
He notes that as one superpower declines, another establishes itself. 
 
But such changes are rarely achieved peacefully, though in this case the confrontation is likely to 
be less about military might but more about subtle, nuanced and coercive pressures. 
 
And let us not forget that China’s culture, mores, language and attitudes are very different and 
somewhat anathema to European civilization with its Judeo-Christian ethics and echoes of 
chivalry. So, while we in the West think we are playing a game of poker, the Chinese are 
outsmarting us at chess! 
 
But, of what we can determine of Chinese strategy, it does appear that she is pursuing a two-
pronged foreign policy approach: assertive and forceful at home (or in what she considers to be 
her home), but strong, yet beneficent and helpful abroad.  
 
Perhaps surprisingly, China’s militant approach within her self-generated “nine-dash line” has 
been as intensive during the COVID crisis as it ever was. On 2 April, a Vietnamese trawler was 
rammed and sunk; in mid-February, at the height of the Wuhan epidemic, a Philippine warship 
was tracked and threatened by a radar-laid gun; and since mid-April a Chinese research vessel 
has been conducting a seabed survey flagrantly within Malaysia’s EEZ. Similarly, while the West 
has been focused on the pandemic, Beijing has taken the opportunity to arrest agitators in Hong 
Kong and to make major and far-reaching changes to the territory’s law.  
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In contrast, on the world stage China seeks to appear peaceful and benign and to expand its world 
influence. China was determined to be seen to provide emergency medical supplies to Italy, 
Belgium, France, the Czech Republic and Spain at the height of the epidemic. And is now 
widening its span to include Africa and no doubt South America in turn. Already, her Belt and 
Road Initiative fosters links to Russia, across a Eurasian land bridge; via the old silk road along 
the Central and West Asia corridor to Istanbul; and its so-called Maritime Silk Road routes, down 
the South China Sea, through the Straits of Malacca to Sri Lanka, across to East Africa and 
through Suez, across the Aegean and even up the Adriatic to the very outskirts of Venice.  
 
But these routes are not just trade routes, they are also avenues of strategic investment. Chinese 
foreign direct investment (FDI) in the European Union (EU) has increased by almost 50 times in 
only eight years, from less than $840 million in 2008 to a record high of $42 billion (€35 billion) 
in 2016. And it becomes interesting when one considers which areas have been targeted. 
 
China Reform’s recent attempted takeover of the UK tech firm Imagination, for example, is part 
of a major Chinese acquisition spree in Europe and North America over the past few years. Just 
last year Chinese entities invested 11.7 billion euros in European Union countries, the vast 
majority of it in mergers and acquisitions. China already has a controlling stake in Scotland’s only 
oil refinery at Grangemouth, seeks to use Huawei to control the UK’s 5G network, and still has 
plans to develop Britain’s next generation of nuclear power stations. Beijing has also shown a 
strong interest in European airports, with a 9.5% share in London’s Heathrow Airport, a 49.9% 
share in Toulouse Airport in 2014, and 82.5% of Hahn airport near Frankfurt. It also holds 
controlling stakes in the airports of Tirana, Albania and Ljubljana, Slovenia. 
 
Such strategic penetration is mirrored in other countries such as Italy, where some 29 deals have 
now been signed, including the purchase of Pirelli, as well as projected investments of up to €7 
billion in the Italian ports of Genoa and Trieste. 
 
In cash-strapped Greece, the Chinese state-owned enterprise giant COSCO has acquired a 67% 
stake in the port of Piraeus, Europe’s largest passenger port. With Piraeus now considered China’s 
“gateway into Europe,” shipping times for Chinese goods have been shortened by a week, and 
China intends to use it as its main platform for its Maritime Silk Road. 
 
Of course, such foreign direct investment should, in the normal course of global trading, be 
welcomed. But the problem is that Chinese investment has an ulterior motive. China’s interests 
are not only economic but political, and signs of this influence are beginning to show. 
 
For example, in 2017, Greece was persuaded to veto an EU statement at the United Nations 
expressing condemnation of China’s human rights record. 
 
Many European economies, still not fully recovered from the Eurozone crisis, have looked 
positively at the Chinese investments as a source of financial capital, and subsequent means of 
growth, tax revenue, employment, infrastructure development, and market opportunities. Only 
in the last few years have some concerns emerged, as European capitals are struggling to find the 
right balance between the core principles of economic openness versus security concerns related 
to the growing Chinese footprint in Europe. 

https://www.merics.org/en/papers-on-china/chinese-fdi-in-europe-2019
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And of course, just to the south, China is now Africa's largest commercial partner and largest 
exporter to a continent where so many essential mineral resources lie. It is notably ahead of 
former colonial powers Britain and France in both categories. And while China may be unable to 
control the world’s oil supply, it is progressively establishing a stranglehold on a number of 
essential raw materials such as cobalt, and is the major supplier of critical raw materials, 
accounting for 70% of their global supply and 62% of their supply to the EU of rare earth 
elements, such as magnesium, antimony, and natural graphite, etc. 
 
And there is yet another post-pandemic aspect still waiting in the wings. And that is debt.  Some 
analysts talk about a mountain of debt.  But mountains are immovable and can be scaled.  Rather, 
a better concept is an ocean of debt, whose depths are almost unknowable, whose level is rising 
inexorably, and whose storms and tsunamis cause such devastation. In the wake of COVID, 
virtually all governments have paid the wages and funded companies who have been unable to 
work because of social distancing and lock-down policies. The depth of such debt is now of 
staggering proportions and chancellors are seeking ways to manage and service this debt through 
increased borrowing, from a willing China amongst others, and by printing money. While 
interest rates can be held low and inflation kept in check, some countries will manage; but others 
will not.   
 
So, what does all this mean for the Eastern Mediterranean?   
 
Of course, much will depend not just on Chinese empire-building, but in the short term, equally, 
if not more, on the forthcoming US presidential election this November.   
 
And this, in turn will likely hinge on the perception of Trump’s success in combating COVID or, 
equally importantly, in offloading the blame on China – or indeed anyone else he can scapegoat. 
But if the great US public see through his antics and actually elect Biden, then maybe, just maybe, 
we might slowly return to a more normal world of the 1990s or early 2000s. 
 
However, if previous presidential elections are anything to go by, we should expect Donald 
Trump to be re-elected on a platform of anti-Chinese rhetoric and hysteria, with the political 
scene set in the next four years for increased US/Chinese antipathy, leading to confrontations, 
deniable skirmishes, a resurgent North Korea, and even small-scale surrogate conflicts. 
 
This is the scenario that Xi Jinping probably fears, but equally likely it is the one he is most 
prepared for. China must therefore go all out to win the popularity contest.  
 
But in China there is no such thing as a hard fact; everything is political, and that means being 
molded for best effect. As the Financial Times reported, “On the same day [that the] spokesman 
for China’s foreign ministry … suggested that the US military could have brought the COVID-19 
virus to Wuhan, [China] posted a second video of Italians applauding China from their balconies. 
In Rome, with the Chinese anthem playing, some Italians chanted ‘Grazie, Cina!’ on their 
balconies, and their neighbors applauded along”.2 Clearly, this propaganda resonates well both 

                                                           
2 Miles Johnson, Yuan Young, ‘Allegations of doctored films fuel concerns about Beijing propaganda,’ 

Financial Times, 3 May 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/ee8ae647-c536-4ec5-bc10-54787b3a265e.  

https://www.ft.com/content/ee8ae647-c536-4ec5-bc10-54787b3a265e
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with the internal Chinese population, and with many other countries where China hopes to gain 
influence. 
 
However, if Mr. Trump does become more overtly hostile after the election, expect the Chinese 
relationship with Russia to deepen still further, supporting and affording Mr. Putin a free hand 
in Syria, the Middle East, and in his dealings with Turkey. 
 
But China won’t have it all her own way as the issue of responsibility for the pandemic is still an 
open question. As the Financial Times has noted, “Politicians as far apart as Australia, India, 
Europe and Brazil have pinned the blame for [the rapid spread of the pandemic] on Mr. Xi’s 
administration,” and any call for an international inquiry will inevitably lead to counters by 
China. Australia, for example has already had an 80% tariff slapped on its beef exports to China, 
and this will no doubt be accompanied by what some have termed a “global disinformation 
campaign.”  
 
“The Communist government made … protests [recently] after details emerged of an internal EU 
report that pointed to evidence of Beijing using ‘both overt and covert tactics’ in a ‘global 
disinformation campaign’ to avoid blame for the pandemic.”3 The diplomatic pressure highlights 
China’s strong pushback against accusations from Europe that it is attempting to use the health 
emergency to sow division and make strategic gains. 
 
So, the Allies may have to choose which side to support, but if confrontation does intensify, then 
the world will likely move on to what many analysts have already predicted as a new cold war 
between the US and its partners on the one hand, and China, Russia and its adherents on the 
other.   
 
However, whether such a cold war will be pursued by Mr. Trump with all the vim and vigor of 
the last Cold War, I have my doubts, and I suggest that much posturing and rhetoric will be 
largely for US internal consumption.  
 
So, assuming Mr. Trump is indeed re-elected, what then will he seek as his legacy? Well, if his 
first term is anything to go by, we must anticipate: whimsy and unpredictability; a continuing 
sneaking respect for dictators; an ambivalence to his allies; a dislike of international institutions; 
a rejection of any arms control; and an inability to see anything except the most blindingly 
obvious. Such traits are not those of a strategic globalist, a world’s policeman, a man of peace and 
co-existence. Rather they speak of an insecure man, a showman, one desiring instant success and 
adulation at home, whilst largely indifferent to affairs in unimportant and remote parts of the 
globe. If he becomes fixated on China across the Pacific, by pandering to xenophobic nationalism, 
then such a focus will become a new form of international blindness elsewhere, much like that 
of the 1920s and 30s.   
 
And perhaps for the Eastern Med that leaves us with the saying, “When the cat’s away, the mice 
will play”! But then, what might happen when a different cat arrives? 

                                                           
3 Michael Peel, Tom Mitchell, ‘China warned EU three times over virus propaganda report,’ Financial 

Times, 26 April 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/a2f66f6a-50cb-46fe-a160-

3854e4702f1c?segmentID=635a35f9-12b4-dbf5-9fe6-6b8e6ffb143e.  

https://www.ft.com/michael-peel
https://www.ft.com/tom-mitchell
https://www.ft.com/content/a2f66f6a-50cb-46fe-a160-3854e4702f1c?segmentID=635a35f9-12b4-dbf5-9fe6-6b8e6ffb143e
https://www.ft.com/content/a2f66f6a-50cb-46fe-a160-3854e4702f1c?segmentID=635a35f9-12b4-dbf5-9fe6-6b8e6ffb143e
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2. Colonel (res.) Dr. Eran Lerman 
Vice-President, Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security 
 
Let’s start with the United States because I think that defines the space within which Russia can 
maneuver. The United States is currently in the grip of three interwoven, huge challenges. There 
is of course an election campaign that’s going to heat up and in all likelihood we’ll get nastier and 
nastier as we go nearer to November.  
 
There is the Chinese dilemma: how far to take the feud with Beijing, not only over the origins of 
the Wuhan virus but also on trade, on dominance in the South China Sea? This is becoming a 
very central region. With the visit of the Secretary of State Pompeo in Israel, we come across the 
demand to be attentive to American tensions with China. And of course, the struggle against the 
virus itself which is still taking a huge toll in livelihood in America. And it’s rational to expect 
that the tension will be drawn away from our region, we’ve seen some signs.  
 
But the other side of the story, of course, is that if the United States still aspires to global 
leadership - and it does – and it’s still politically important to come across as being internationally 
influential, and particularly if there is a Chinese challenge to be answered, then the Eastern 
Mediterranean matters. The Eastern Mediterranean matters because it is one of the terminal 
elements of the Belt and Road Initiative, the BRI of President Xi, and it is very important in this 
respect. It’s important because it could be the source of destabilization. And it is also important 
because for the United States, and particularly for the Trump Administration Israel is an 
important player, also in terms of its domestic impact.  
 
All of this means that the United States is not going away. And in certain aspects, whether it is 
the confrontation with Iran, or pushing forward with the Trump plan in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, paying attention to the need of stability in Egypt, and increased attention to the 
challenges that Turkey is posing in Libya and in the question of Cyprus, obviously, in all of these 
respects the United States is not going away. But it is facing the difficulty of translating its 
historical role into the new tool of managing a new kind of conflict in the region. And above all, 
the question of whether or not the ambitions of Turkey can be contained. Because we are in the 
midst of a major, major challenge.  
 
With Europe, European military action sounds almost like an oxymoron. But European 
operations under the IRINI operation, all of these are linked to the bid by Erdogan, perhaps 
because he had come face-to-face with Syria’s domestic trouble in the summer of 2019, he has 
escalated in Syria, he has pushed forward the situation in the Aegean, he is rumbling about 
nuclear weapons to some extent, and he has certainly turned the civil war in Libya into a proxy 
war of the first order.  
 
And in the middle of all of this, will America make up its mind. Not that they like Khalifa Haftar 
- and I can see why some people would not be enamored with this man - nevertheless it has to 
act so as to check, to contain, to push back against Erdogan’s adventurism. Because if they do 
not, they would leave ample space for Russia to use the present situation, to use the crisis, the 
absence of sufficient American attention to stabilize their own possession in the Eastern 
Mediterranean.  
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Not everything that the Russians do is necessarily bad or dangerous. They are, I would say, from 
my perspective on the right side on the Libyan divide. But having said so, I would prefer to see 
the United States acting in concert with Western Europe, laying down the rules, bringing about 
stabilization in the Eastern Mediterranean rather than leaving this to Russia.  
 
So while all of us understand that the pandemic is up on the most minds, and the agendas, and 
the daily work of leaders in both Washington and the key European capitals, I think that there is 
enough in the Eastern Mediterranean to require their attention.  
 
Clearly, due to the pandemic, we are all going to be strained to some extent for resources. All of 
our economies have suffered, some more than others. I can assume that our two friends in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, Greece and Cyprus, have suffered grievous loss in terms of tourism 
industry, and also our investment. Cyprus, Greece to a lesser extent, certainly Egypt and Israel, 
our energy exploitation in the Eastern Mediterranean is now in doubt because the energy prices, 
the bottom has dropped from under energy prices the world over. And that certainly puts our 
plans, for example, for a pipeline off, possibly for a number of years, possibly forever. It’s a bit 
difficult to predict.  
 
And our ability to find the necessary budgets to build up a military capacities facing challenges 
from all directions: terrorism, adventurism, and of course in our case the Iranian danger, the 
Iranian challenge – there will be limits on our resources.  
 
But in my mind at least we should do more together. We should do more to pull our resources, 
to work in closer coordination, closer cooperation, and also use our leverage in Washington and 
elsewhere to mobilize support for what I think are the common goals for basically the entire 
range of the EMGF countries: Italy, Greece, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel and Jordan. And we should see 
of course whether we can sustain our cooperation with the Palestinian Authority against the 
background of the argument that’s about to break over the future of the Trump plan, but that’s 
a very minor issue right now. The key question is the cooperation between the - what I would 
call - 3+3 and our ability to bring other like-minded players into the game. 
 
The fact the Iran has faulted badly both economically and in terms of the direct management of 
the COVID-19 crisis may give us some hope that Islamist terrorism supported by the Iranians will 
suffer the loss of the capacity to sponsor such activities. We see this already in Iraq, with prime 
minister who is definitely no friend of Iran, we see this in Lebanon where the people are rising 
against what Hezbollah has done to the country, both in terms of international isolation and in 
terms of what happens to the economy. I hope that the ceasefire in Yemen holds, it certainly 
limits the ability of Iran to pose a threat. So maybe we are going to see change on that front. 
 
Whether also Turkey’s interest and ability to support Islamist elements in the Tripoli GNA 
government and so on, and in northern Syria, will also be curtailed by the needs the crisis has 
generated, I think we have to wait and see. We definitely have to make sure that the costs of such 
behavior remain high.  
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3. Brig. Gen. (retd) Dr. Ephraim Sneh 
Chairman, S. Abraham Centre for Strategic Dialogue, Netanya Academic College 
 
We are talking about different behaviors of different players in the region. Each of them is 
affected by the virus, but the priorities are different. Russia, no matter what, though they have a 
tough time at home, will not abandon its strategic goals in the region: its quest for seaports and 
for influence. Turkey will keep its quest for hegemony, for controlling the energy flow - it will 
not be affected by the tough situation at home. The United States, who however has the region 
in low priority on its list, will diminish its effort to protect its allies and to pursue strategic goals. 
This is the difference.  
 
It could affect security in the sense that some of the destabilizers will be somehow with 
diminished energy and resources, for instance Iran, but they will not abandon, again, the strategic 
goals. So they will purse the same goals, including destabilization of the region, but with less 
energy and less resources. In this situation the countries like Greece, Cyprus, Israel, Egypt, 
though they are weakened by the coronavirus, but they will feel a higher need to work together, 
to compensate by unity on their relative weakness. And as we know, there is no stronger alliance 
than the alliance of the weak. So on one hand, I believe there will be a growing cooperation 
between those players, and still we will have the effort of destabilization, weaker, but still it will 
persist. 
 
The religious fundamentalism will not be affected, even in these days we’ll see how ISIS is trying 
to re-emerge of its past defeats, and to be active, and to take action, and to try to gain more 
pernicious. We see it even in Syria and Iraq in these very days. The agents of extremism will not 
be affected substantially by the virus. And as I said in a response to previous question, the pro-
stability or the pro-moderation forces will have to join hands because they are weaker, and I think 
that this cooperation will be strengthened in the second half of 2020. More cooperation, more 
coordination in order to allow those players to stay together vis-à-vis the destabilizers in the 
region.  
 
 
4. Dr. Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak 
Researcher, Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security 
 
From my perspective, the powers involved in the region are looking at this pandemic like a 
commercial break in the television. What I mean, from their perspective, as far as I understand, 
it’s a limited interval time, and since also the figures of the pandemics are in decrease, they are 
looking at it as it’s like a break. Therefore, from my perspective, nowadays if everything is frozen, 
in the very near future all of the classical rivalries will be resumed.  
 
But I also would like to mention here that even if we are seeing that most of these rivalries are 
frozen right now, the Turkish Republic is taking advantage and seizing this opportunity that most 
of multinational companies are refraining from conducting any examinations, any research in 
the area. So they are sending their seismic ships and drilling ships together with their warships, 
and basically it’s a sort of a demonstration of power. And they are violating the exclusive 
economic zone of the Republic of Cyprus. And when we are looking at the bigger picture, they 
are also very much present in Syria, in the Idlib region. 
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Nowadays we have a ceasefire, but this is very fragile, it can be resumed anytime. We happen to 
see that that particular ceasefire, the ceasefires that were reached before were violated by the two 
sides, and we happened to see the resume of the escalation and violence in Syria.  
 
Also, in Libya the picture is changing a little. We happen to see the recent successes of the Sarraj 
government against Haftar forces, and we all know that the Turkish Armed Forces’ deployment 
of the Bayraktar UAVs changed a lot in this theatre as well. We do remember that the Bayraktar 
UAVs, Turkey’s national UAVs, they basically proved themselves last February and in the 
beginning of March against the Bashar al-Assad’s forces, when the Russians closed the Syrian air 
territories to the Turkish F16s. We happened to see that Turks challenged the Russian air defenses 
and the Bashar al-Assad forces with their UAVs. So Turkey is also using these weaponry in order 
to support the Sarraj government. And of course, this is paving the way for a larger friction. Just 
days ago we happened to see the joint declaration of Greece, Republic of Cyprus, UAE, Egypt and 
Haftar that Turkey is considered as an aggressor state, also in Libya, and also in Eastern 
Mediterranean.  
 
So in this larger picture where we are seeing that the friction between Russia and Turkey is 
growing, so the United States may also take the side of Turkey, especially in Syria. But we cannot 
speak about a concrete US support to Turkey, because the United States’ interests and the 
Turkish interests are not going directly proportional in the Eastern Mediterranean when we are 
speaking about the natural gas issues.  
 
So shortly, when we are looking at this whole big picture, the pandemic for many actors is acting 
as a sort of a break. But from Turkey’s point of view, they are seizing this opportunity and they 
are trying to demonstrate power that even the pandemic did not stop Turkey’s desire to find this 
natural gas and to demonstrate its power in the Eastern Mediterranean.   
 
As far as the effects of the pandemic on regional cooperation, for instance, from my perspective 
tourism will be affected very negatively. But anyhow, the Greek government, the Republic of 
Cyprus and Israel, as far as I know, have signed a new agreement to support each other’s tourism. 
But the countries which rely on tourism, their economies will be badly affected because of that.  
 
In terms of security, I really don’t think that the militaries, if the pandemic will not penetrate 
into the military bases, they will continue the joint military drills. We know that Israeli Defense 
Forces already conducted these kinds of drills in Cyprus, since the Cypriot topography is very 
much similar to the mountainous topography of Lebanon. And that from Israel’s perspective is 
very much important. Also, from the Israeli perspective the Greek air territory can be used in 
order to make some military maneuvers and for the military training of the war pilots. I really 
don’t think that it will affect security. But since the regional cooperation is touching people-to-
people level, it will be badly affected, not because of the people themselves, or because of the 
decision-makers, but because of this pandemic. We will see that the world will become a less 
globalized place in the coming two years. I think we will go back on track in 2022-23. 
 
From an Israeli perspective, I can tell you that this pandemic brought a relative peace to our 
border with Hamas in Gaza Strip. From time to time, they are launching a racket or two in order 
to say please, don’t forget us, we are here, and your headache will be resumed after this pandemic 
is over. The Israeli government is doing its best so that this pandemic will not get into the Gaza 
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Strip, and as far as I understand we are doing our best in order to slow down the growth of this 
pandemic also in the West Bank. And the Israeli doctors are cooperating with the Palestinian 
doctors. So this pandemic basically reminded that the people of the region that first of all we are 
human beings, and then we are Jews, Muslims and Christians. And as a result, we also should see 
some good results of this pandemic. During these two months, we happened to see less security-
based frictions and exchange of fires, and it’s also the same for Idlib, and it’s also the same for 
terrorist attacks that we happen to see in urban population centers. We did not see planting of 
bombs in a population center that could cost the lives of many people. So this pandemic - we 
should also see the good sides of it. And from my perspective, when this pandemic is in decrease, 
I assume that the classical clashes between Hamas, maybe Hezbollah and other actors in the 
region may continue.  
 
By the way, from the Israeli perspective, what is going on in Syria - and the Iranian penetration 
in Syria is very important - during the corona days we happen to see that the Israeli Air Force 
continue to conduct airstrikes against the military threats that were perceived on the other side 
of the border.  
 
So let me correct myself. If we happen to see a relative calm on the Israeli-Gaza and the Israeli-
West Bank border, we did not see such a calm on the Syrian border. So it depends on the priorities 
of the sides. From the Israeli perspective, since the Iranian penetration into Syria is unacceptable 
and Israel will not let any new Iranian formations on the other side of the Syrian border, as they 
already managed to do that in Lebanon. So corona did not play here a role in this frontier. But in 
other frontiers, yes, we can speak about a relatively calm environment.   

*** 

According to latest surveys that I can understand from the open sources, the popularity of Mr. 
Erdogan is in a huge decrease. If I’m not mistaken, it’s around 30%, more or less, and his most 
important allies, the Nationalist Movement Party, cannot pass the threshold.  
 
But I would like to mention here that the closest elections that will take place in Turkey, it’s in 
2023, so we have lots of time until then. But besides that, given the fact that many people have 
lost their jobs because of this pandemic - let’s say, restaurants are locked down and they can only 
provide services like take away - and many other sectors are badly affected. The tourism sector 
was very badly affected. The aviation sector was badly affected. Let me provide you a concrete 
example. Last year in 2019, Istanbul’s two airports, the Istanbul Grand Airport and Sabiha Gokcen 
Airport together hosted more than 90 million passengers a year. It’s a huge number. And now 
these two big airports are shut down. So it is having enormous effects on the Turkish economy.  
 
Recently we happened to see that when the Turkish government openly told the press that they 
had no intention to take new credit from the IMF and they don’t want to sign a new standby 
agreement with the IMF, we happened to see the huge devaluation, the unprecedented 
devaluation of the Turkish lira. It reminded us the same devaluation that happened in 2018. But 
in 2018, 1 dollar was equal to 7 liras. This time it reached 7.19, almost 7.20.  
 
So the Turkish citizens are very much vulnerable, they are becoming more and more poor. Their 
strength of buying from Europe and from other countries is becoming weak and weak and weak. 
And as a result, many Turkish companies are going to declare bankruptcy, and instead of having 
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a concrete government aid on this issue, the Turkish government asked people to donate money, 
so that the Turkish government can distribute that particular money to the needy. So it’s 
alarming.  
 
The Turkish economy is alarming. But in Turkey, in order to create an impression of the business 
as usual, that Turkey is a very strong state and Turkey’s situation is far better than any other 
state’s in the region, the Turkish administration is using this nice propaganda machine of sending 
a lot of humanitarian aid to various countries, like the United State, United Kingdom, Spain, 
Northern Macedonia and others, so that they can show to their people, you know, the situation 
is maybe the worst situation that we could have seen, but our situation is far better than the 
situation of the most developed countries, the richest countries. So you should be thankful that 
you are living in the boundaries of the Turkish Republic and that you are Turkish. Because we 
are a weaker state, but we are capable of providing aid to these states.  
 
And as a result, this public relations campaign, as far as I understand, pays off. It’s also good for 
Mr. Erdogan’s reputation, both at home and abroad. I must admit that while doing this Mr. 
Erdogan is also trying to mend fences with the European Union. We can remember that last 
February, after thirty-four Turkish soldiers were killed by Bashar al-Assad in Idlib, Turkey opened 
its borders with Greece and wanted to create a refugee influx into Europe.  
 
So, as far as I assume, the European decision makers, and of course the Greek decision makers 
did not forget that. And I really don’t think that they will be bribed by this generous Turkish 
humanitarian aid. It is insufficient, but Turkey must do that in order to mend its relation with 
the West, because the Russian bear is creating Turkey real headaches in Idlib and in northern 
Syria. So all of a sudden Turkey remembered that it was a NATO member. And that’s why Turkey 
did not begin to use the S400 systems, and they are still in their packages, so that the United 
States is not upset.  
 
 
5. Dr. Benny Spanier 
Research Fellow, Maritime Policy & Strategy Research Centre, Haifa University 
 
Thank you for the invitation to speak in this important conference looking into the effects of the 
coronavirus pandemic on the Eastern Mediterranean region. Let me start with saying that I’m 
not going to talk specifically about this because I don’t know yet what will be the effect of 
coronavirus on my topic: the delimitation of the exclusive economic zone – the EEZ – in the 
Eastern Mediterranean Sea. I can say what the challenges are. What I’m going to do is to present 
the current conflict regarding the delimitation of the EEZ in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, 
concentrating on the Israeli point of view. I believe that from some of the other speakers’ idea we 
may get to the conclusion that the challenges of the EEZ in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea can 
be benefitting from the situation of the pandemic. 
 
In the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, there are in the current time three ongoing challenges 
regarding the delimitation of the EEZ. I will start from the complicated one.  
 
But first, let’s look at the map of the EEZ of the Eastern Mediterranean Sea according to the 
UNCLOS – the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. This map is the presumption 
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of the borders of the EEZ according to the rules and guidelines made by the convention. The 
important idea behind this map is the phrase “due regard” which comes from the convention 
regarding the EEZ. The convention expects states to behave in due regard with each other while 
delimitating their EEZ. This map and the fact that not all states announced their EEZ is the 
outcome of such behaving because of sensitive geopolitical situation in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Sea.  
 
In the end of last year, Turkey announced that she had signed an agreement with Libya, one of 
the sides of the conflict there, regarding the delimitation of their EEZ as you can see in this map. 
According to Turkey, this map is in line with their interpretation of UNCLOS. This conflict is a 
challenge both to Greece, Cyprus, Egypt, Turkey and Israel for many aspects. I would like to 
emphasize one of them regarding the today’s trend of strict enforcing of the EEZ in the world.  
 
For Israel, the Turkish new EEZ can become - if Turkey will decide to go ahead with this - a real 
blockade. Transportation to Israel and from Israel will be under inspection of Turkey. We’ve 
already seen an incident when Turkish patrol boat expelled Israeli research ship from the Cyprus 
EEZ in the claim that this area belongs to them. This conflict is definitely a multinational 
challenge.  
 
The second conflict is between Israel and Lebanon, and partly Cyprus.  
 
This is the map of the dispute of the maritime delimitation between Israel and Lebanon. The 
facts are well known, well presented, and were studied in depth. The agreement between Israel 
and Cyprus is valid, but not the one between Cyprus and Lebanon, because the Lebanese 
withdrew and did not ratify it. So the question is: where is the line of the EEZ between Israel and 
Lebanon? Is it the red one, or the green one?  
 
Briefly and without going into details, I would say that the Law of the Sea demands that the 
conflict should be resolved on the basis of equality and equity. The international judicial bodies 
transform it towards what’s called the three-stage maritime delimitation methodology. 
According to this methodology, the dispute area should be divided by what is called equidistance 
line. Up to now, there is no progress in this conflict, although it is a good place for exploration 
and development of hydrocarbons. This is mainly because of the domestic conflict in Lebanon 
related to geostrategic and geopolitical conflict. Will the pandemic make the two parties, and 
maybe Cyprus as well, move on and try to solve it?  
 
The third conflict is shown here in this map. This is the claim of the Palestinian Authority to the 
EEZ in the Gaza Strip. The Palestinians, who are a side to the UNCLOS, unlike Israel, deposited 
this claim last September during the annual meeting of the General Assembly. This could be seen 
as a political statement because of the fact that the Palestinian Authority have no way to enforce 
that claim because they don’t have any navy. The Egyptians and the Israelis were caught by 
surprise and unprepared for this. Late December 2019, the Egyptians declared a response to the 
United Nations that a) the area of the EEZ claimed by the Palestinians overlapped with their 
eastern maritime boundary in contradiction to the sovereignty of the Egyptians, according to 
UNCLOS; b) part of this area is in fact part of the Egypt-Cyprus EEZ delimitation agreement from 
2003.  
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So, in conclusion, the EEZ delimitation conflict in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea may benefit 
from the coronavirus pandemic. It gives the states the opportunity to bring ahead solution that 
in regular days would not be accepted. I think that a multidisciplinary think tank should be 
established to see how we can move forward in these matters. Thank you very much.  
 
 
6. Dr. Klearchos A. Kyriakides 
Director, ERPIC Rule and Democracy Program 
 
I'm first of all grateful to ERPIC for giving me this opportunity to speak to you today. I'm just 
going to say a few words over the next 10 minutes about the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact 
upon the United Kingdom as an actor in the Eastern Mediterranean, as a partner of the United 
States, and as an ex-partner of the European Union - the United States and European Union being 
the other big actors in the East Mediterranean region. 
 
I'm going to limit myself to advancing three propositions which are preliminary propositions 
based upon my perception of the situation as a British citizen living in the Republic of Cyprus 
who's been observing quite closely the unfolding catastrophe in the United Kingdom, the policy 
pursued by the British government, and the reaction of the British people.  
 
The first proposition is to do with leadership. The United Kingdom has evidently failed to provide 
any form of leadership, from what I can see, in the pandemic. Now, I make that point mindful of 
the history of the twentieth century. During the two world wars of the twentieth century and the 
Cold War, the United Kingdom did play a leading role in each of those three wars. Now, I'm using 
the wartime analogy because the politicians have been making it, the Health Secretary, for 
example, Matt Hancock described this as a war against an invisible killer. So it's fair for me as an 
academic to draw upon that wartime analogy. And it is a matter of regret that the United 
Kingdom appears to have clouded its own furrow thus far in the pandemic. There appears to be, 
although the government denies it, a strategy predicated on the herd immunity concept. And 
that enabled or led to - if it was indeed the strategy - it led to the United Kingdom pursuing a 
very much independent-minded approach which was markedly different from the one 
recommended by both the World Health Organization and the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control.  
 
Now, nobody, from what I can see, with the possible exception of Sweden and a few other 
advanced nations, pursued the British approach and there doesn't seem to have been any 
leadership role exhibited by the United Kingdom. This is interesting because, as I said, if I go 
back to thinking of the First and the Second World War where the United Kingdom was very 
much in the lead on the allied camp, there has been no leadership role presented by the United 
Kingdom, either within the framework of the continent of Europe, or more broadly within the 
Commonwealth. And indeed, having mentioned the Commonwealth, it's worth drawing 
attention to New Zealand which has taken a markedly different path from the United Kingdom, 
as has the Republic of Cyprus and the number of other former British colonies or British 
territories.  
 
Now, time will tell whether the United Kingdom was right in pursuing this path. They’ve pursued 
their own furrow on previous occasions with some success, most notably in 1940, when the 
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United Kingdom refused to follow France and bow to Hitler's Germany. The United Kingdom 
refused to enter into the Eurozone. It's gone its own way with Brexit.  
 
Whether the United Kingdom has pursued a wise move, it will be shown in the fullness of time. 
My preliminary view is that the United Kingdom has made a catastrophic blunder. It’s failed to 
realize the fundamental importance of the right to life, and the protection of human dignity, and 
the need to protect the life, and the welfare, and the well-being of each individual person who 
lives in the United Kingdom.  
 
So that's my first point. My first point is the United Kingdom has not demonstrated any 
leadership on a regional or on a global level. And indeed, if we look at the Republic of Cyprus 
where I live, it did not follow the British model to addressing the pandemic.  
 
The second point follows on quite neatly from my first point. It’s to do with the right to life. What 
this pandemic has demonstrated is that the rule of law, which is one of the cornerstones of any 
democratic society, must be at the forefront of the mind of every political and military leader 
across the world, especially in the democratic world. If we study the ministerial statements issued 
by the Health Secretary Hancock throughout this crisis, and if we study the prime ministerial 
statements issued by Boris Johnson, one fails to find any reference to the rule of law or the 
fundamental right to life. One finds repeated references to saving lives, protecting the NHS, and 
until recently staying at home. Those were the three slogans that the government was parroting 
on a daily basis until they ditched the stay-at-home message a few days ago. And what this really 
does demonstrate is that if you pursue the governmental policy - whether it's in relation to the 
pandemic or anything else - without regard to the rule of law and the fundamental right to life, 
you are asking for trouble. Now, that isn't to say that in certain circumstances lives should be 
endangered, such as in an armed conflict, particularly an armed conflict in which force is used in 
self-defense. So don't get me wrong, I'm not making a pacifist point. But what I am saying is that 
governments should have at the forefront of their mind the right to life.  
 
Now, when we look at the statistics published by the European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control, they tell their own story. We should treat statistics with caution, as we know, but 
these are the only statistics we have that are pan-European and reliable to the extent that we can 
cite them with some hope of them being accurate, the European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control being an agency of the European Union. If we have a look at the table, as it were, the 
countries with the very worst death rates are United Kingdom with 34,636 official deaths caused 
by, or attributed to, or associated with COVID-19 - these are statistics published today by the 
European Centre - Italy comes second with 31,908, Spain comes third with 27,650. So the United 
Kingdom tops the list in Europe and on a worldwide scene.  
 
That indicates to me something quite troubling. The two of the leading nations which are 
paragons of democracy, supposedly, two nations which are at the forefront of the so-called West, 
two nations which, on paper at least, champion the rule of law and democracy, have ended up so 
far at least with the very highest death rates. I’m referring of course to the United Kingdom and 
the United States. And this to me is deeply troubling. It’s deeply troubling not only because so 
many thousands of people have lost their lives prematurely or in devastating circumstances, or 
both. What it indicates to me is that there is a malaise in the democratic world. The countries 
which should be at the forefront of promoting fundamental democratic values, such as the right 
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to life, are the ones which appear to have acted in a way that has been reckless, or negligent, or 
otherwise inappropriate. And that behavior has resulted in such catastrophic loss of life.  
 
What’s the relevance of that to the Eastern Mediterranean? The relevance of that to the Eastern 
Mediterranean is that the reputation of the United Kingdom, and by extension the United States, 
have inevitably plummeted. It’s plummeted in circumstances which are not favorable either to 
those two countries - the UK and the US - and that they're certainly not favorable to those of us 
in the Eastern Mediterranean who are believers in the rule of law, and in democracy, and in 
Western democratic values.  
 
So that is a second point that I want to make. It’s to do with the damage that this pandemic has 
caused to the rule of law and to democratic values.  
 
And the third and final point that I want to make about the United Kingdom is that it’s found 
itself in this predicament at the very same time as it's in the first of the two post-Brexit epochs. 
It exited the European Union at 2300 hours Greenwich Mean Time on the 31st of January 2020. It 
did so on the day that the chief medical officer in England announced that the first persons with 
COVID-19 had been diagnosed. Back then it was called Wuhan coronavirus, if you remember - if 
you have a look at the parliamentary proceedings in the House of Commons and House of Lords 
at the time, the phrase that was used at the time was a Wuhan coronavirus. It seems to have 
undergone an Orwellian transformation and is now referred to as COVID-19. Be that as it may, 
the point I'm making is that that is a very interesting coincidence. The first COVID-19 cases were 
announced in the United Kingdom on the date that the first stage of Brexit took place. And since 
the 31st of January the numbers of cases in the United Kingdom have escalated, the numbers of 
deaths, of course, have gone up, and up, and up, and the United Kingdom has found itself in this 
rather semi-detached position. It’s outside the European Union, but it's subject to the European 
Union-United Kingdom withdrawal agreement which ties the United Kingdom to the European 
Union - I'm summarizing here - until the end of this year, and we'll see what happens at the end 
of this year, whether that agreement is replaced by a more permanent agreement.  
 
The relevant to the Eastern Mediterranean is that since the United Kingdom acceded to the 
European Union on the 1st of January 1973, until the 31st of January 2020 the United Kingdom 
was both an ally of the US and a member of NATO, by extension, but it was also a major actor in 
the European Union. The pandemic has coincided with the status of the United Kingdom as an 
ex-actor: an ex-member of the European Union. And that raises interesting geostrategic, 
geopolitical ramifications. It's interesting that the Republic of Cyprus - I can't really speak about 
Greece or any of the other EU members of the Eastern Mediterranean with any great authority - 
what this pandemic has demonstrated is the Republic of Cyprus is not following the United 
Kingdom, but by pursuing a more European path, it's aligning itself much more closely with 
Europe, and for better or worse German leadership in Europe. And that's a factor that needs to 
be taken into consideration.  
 
So to sum up, what I've tried to do in the last few minutes or so is put forward three propositions. 
Number one, United Kingdom has not demonstrated any form of leadership in this so-called war 
against the pandemic, it's not exhibited the leadership role that it demonstrated during the two 
world wars in particular, and to a lesser extent the Cold War. Number two, the United Kingdom 
and the United States have not given primacy, or have not appeared to giving primacy to the rule 
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of law and the fundamental right to life and other democratic values as this pandemic has 
unfolded. And number three, in the Republic of Cyprus, at least, the United Kingdom has to a 
considerable extent during the pandemic been eclipsed by Germany and the European Union, 
which is now dominated by Germany, or influenced by Germany, to a far greater extent than it 
did in the days before Brexit.  
 
So those are just three propositions which you are welcome to agree or disagree with. But I hope 
that in making them I’ve given you some food for thought and some ideas to think about as time 
unfolds.  
 
Thank you for listening to me and goodbye. 
 
 
7. Dr. Marios L. Evriviades 
Professor of International Relations and Security, Neapolis University Paphos  
 
Let me start with a comment. There is an American saying, "Never prophesy, especially about the 
future." And this saying is confirmed by the current global pandemic of the coronavirus. All plans 
and future programming based on projections about events, whether it is politics the economy 
or plans of individuals, have been appended. 
 
So, what we say and project about the future is contingent upon events that may come out of 
nowhere. These events may be man-made, or they may be acts of nature, or they may be acts of 
God - for those who are believers. 
 
With this caveat, what can one say about the future of the Eastern Mediterranean in the next five 
years? Well, on the basis of what is taking place today much will depend on the behavior of the 
Turkish state.  
 
Why do I say that? I do for a simple reason. Ankara’s behavior under the Erdogan regime - 
something I think will continue even if Erdogan were to disappear politically tomorrow - 
indicates that Turkey wants to establish a hegemonic position in the Eastern Mediterranean. And 
the historic record of interstate relations demonstrates opposition to any form of hegemonism. 
The state system is by its very nature anti-hegemonic.  
 
So, my first prediction is that unless Ankara abandons its hegemonic pretensions, the Eastern 
Mediterranean will face increasing turmoil, much more than today. 
 
Much of this turmoil will center around the potential wealth of the Eastern Mediterranean in 
hydrocarbons. And with the striking exception of Turkey, the rest of the East Mediterranean 
countries have already established cooperative alignments on the issue of exploiting the 
resources of the region. Cyprus, Israel, Egypt, Greece, Italy, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority, 
have formed the Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum, an umbrella organization for corporation 
and dialogue regarding the development of gas resources in the region. 
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While energy is the catalyst, broader considerations led to the establishment of the Forum. These 
reflect the shared perceptions of the regional states about their national security and how 
national security issues can be co-operatively addressed. 
 
I expect other countries, starting with France, to join the Forum. I think Lebanon will, and so will 
Syria. 
 
Now, Turkey has been claiming that it is left out of this game changing development. She has 
not. Turkey has chosen to keep itself out because she does not play by the rules that everybody 
else consents to. Ankara wants to change the existing internationally sanctioned rules and 
arbitrarily impose its own on the rest.  
 
Her military adventurism in Syria, and more recently in Libya, points exactly to that. Turkey acts 
and behaves like a revisionist power dissatisfied with the existing state of affairs in the region. 
 
Now, the Eastern Mediterranean, though it is emerging as a distinct political region, is at the 
same time part of Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East.  
 
Non-regional powers like the US, the UK, and Russia have interests there and their foreign 
policies affect the politics of the region. Mentions must also be made of the European Union 
which is integral to the Eastern Mediterranean on account of the membership of Italy, Greece, 
and Cyprus. There is a lot of speculation about the US withdrawing from the regions of the 
Mediterranean and the Middle East. I do not share this view. I do not think that over the next 
five years the US, Russia, and the UK, will diminish their presence and influence in the region.  
 
Besides Turkey’s destabilizing policies, can other long-standing disputes, like in Cyprus and 
Palestine, lead to wider regional conflagration? 
 
First, let me say that I do not see conventional wars breaking out from the Eastern Mediterranean 
to the Persian Gulf because all state actors know that such wars will be catastrophic given the 
firepower capabilities of all adversaries. Great power intervention, or regional power one, will 
mitigate against such a development. 
 
Now, specifically in the Eastern Mediterranean, two protracted conflicts, if addressed and solved 
- the one between Israel and the Palestinians and between Cyprus and Turkey - then maybe we 
can have an optimistic scenario for the Eastern Mediterranean, after all.  
 
The Cyprus issue can be resolved provided Turkish revisionism and expansionism ends. It is, 
however, unlikely. Turkish revisionism has been fuelled and enabled by a strong economy and 
by Islamism. If these two factors do not go as Erdogan and his ilk wish, things may change for 
the good in Cyprus and indeed for the region.  
 
On the Israel-Palestinian issue, it is either going to be some form of a two-state solution, a 
continuation of the existing status quo, or a one-state solution. But no time frame can be placed 
on that.  
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I find extremely encouraging for the future the participation of the Palestinian Authority in the 
Mediterranean Gas Forum. Assuming that countries like Egypt, which I consider a critical 
regional player, remain politically stable and committed to her original cooperation with Israel - 
which I think will remain the case - there may be prospects for either a two-state solution or a 
one-state solution. In either case, the issue of demographics will be very important. 
 
So it may be politically wise to plan for it, in Israel especially.  
 
 
8. Sherle Schwenninger 
Director, World Economic Roundtable  
Co-Founder, ERPIC 
 
So in this session I'm going to address my views of the US policy towards East Med and its impact 
on East Med security. My basic thesis is that in the COVID-19 era and beyond the US policy is 
evolving in ways that will further compromise regional security in the East Med.  
 
There are three principal ways US policy affects East Med regional security. The first is through 
the pattern of US regime change wars and regime control efforts of the past decade. Obviously, 
the most obvious being the effort with France and other NATO members to effect regime change 
in Libya; the ongoing efforts which have somewhat attenuated in Syria; and the on again and off 
again efforts in Egypt in terms of the maneuvering around the initial departure of Mubarak and 
the initial election of the Muslim Brotherhood followed by its replacement by the second 
revolution, if you will.  
 
The second way in which the US policy affects the East Med is through its special relationships. 
And there are essentially three special relationships, two of which are now somewhat in question: 
the special relationship, of course, with Israel; the special relationship with Saudi Arabia, and by 
extension or in connection with that UAE; and finally the historical special relationship with 
Turkey, which now is and has been for the last three or four years somewhat in question, but in 
my view is not entirely a moot special relationship.  
 
And finally, there are various geo-ideological, geo-political, geo-civilizational projects or 
campaigns that the US from time to time initiates or gives rise to define the US foreign policy. 
And in this case, number one is to stop the Shiite Crescent in terms of the expansion of Iran in 
connection with the land bridge from Iran through Iraq, Syria to the Eastern Mediterranean; to 
limit or, if possible, entirely exclude Russia's influence; the new emerging geo-economic and geo-
political cold war with China; and the campaign to extend US’s and NATO's reach, principally 
with the effort to expand NATO membership in the Balkans, but that now includes, short of 
NATO membership, the Eastern Mediterranean security partnership.  
 
The US policy also affects East Med through (inaudible) dollar but we'll address that in another 
session.  
 
The initial promise of some of the President Trump's agenda has given way to positions that I 
would argue are generally detrimental to East Med security. The original goal of ending regime 
change wars has been overtaken by the continued US military presence, or actually expanded 
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military presence in Syria and Iraq, and the continued efforts to destabilize the Assad 
government, and to control internal politics. Whatever you think of the Assad government, 
nonetheless these ongoing efforts do contribute to general migration pressures, economic 
dislocations, and other political consequences that are not favorable to East Med generally.  
 
And secondly, the Trump administration has stepped up what it's called a maximum pressure 
campaign against Iran, and to the point of also withdrawing from the JCPOA. It has given greater 
latitude for Israel in dealing with Palestinians and its neighbors. And giving greater freedom to 
the Netanyahu government, again, has contributed to some tensions in the region.  
Then we have the Trump administration’s support for the Saudi war against Yemen and its cold 
war with Qatar and Turkey, which spills over and also obviously impacts the various Arab 
countries’ relationships with Turkey.  
 
And then we have the tense military and political standoff with Russia, moderated to some degree 
by necessary de-conflicting cooperation to avoid actually precipitating a major war. And this is 
complicated by the provocative actions of Turkey which often could spark additional and 
(inaudible) sort of American and Turkish-supported jihadis in Syria which are out in some ways 
to precipitate war.  
 
Finally, as I mentioned before, especially now in the COVID-19 period, the cold war pressures 
against China are increasing with an effort to exclude Chinese investment and economic and 
political relations with countries. Here, Israel in all of these cases actually enjoys a favorable 
position because it's able to carry on these relationships, while pressures are mounted against 
other countries to curb those relationships. And we have this intensified campaign to extend US’s 
and NATO's reach, the security and political reach, in the Balkans, which is directed by 
Ambassador Pyatt, who of course was one of the architects of the Ukraine Maidan revolution, 
but it gets extended to obviously the issue of Northern Macedonia, Kosovo, etc.  
 
So in pursuing these policies, the Trump administration has encountered new dilemmas which 
will force at some point either reassessment of these policies, or doubling down on these policies. 
For example, the disaster of Saudi policy under MBS. Essentially, the way that the Yemen war has 
gone (inaudible), the enormous humanitarian catastrophes that have accompanied this and the 
clear sort of international (inaudible) that MBS has now garnered.  
 
Then we have the internal cold war, the attempt to intimidate Qatar, which didn't fully succeed, 
which complicated… The US has a major military base in Qatar and so it greatly complicated the 
US relationship with parts of the Arab Gulf world, etc.  
 
And then we've had the latest, which is the oil price, oil market mismanagement, which to some 
degree the Trump administration had allowed or counted on Saudi Arabia to act not only in its 
best interest, but in the interest of the US shale industry. More about that in another video.  
 
Then Russia's growing influence, in spite of the effort to limit Russia's influence in the region, 
Russia's influence has actually been, as we know, growing, including with constructive and 
influential relations with Israel. I think Netanyahu has gone to Moscow many more times than 
he has gone to Washington, in spite of the US special relationship with Israel. In the largely 
successful balancing geopolitical doctrine Moscow has pursued, balancing Israel, and Iran, and 
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Syria, balancing the Saudi Arabia and UAE with Egypt, and Qatar, and Turkey… The generally 
sort of a tendency to try to find areas of cooperation or de-confliction as well as political and 
economic relationships.  
 
And then we've had the maximum, in many respects, pressure against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran which has not succeeded. Iran was able to successfully, through its proxies or indirectly, 
pursue successful attacks on Saudi oil facilities and on US positions in Iraq, which exposed really 
the wholeness of the US security commitment, or the sort of inability to provide security, given 
the nature of the new weapon systems and popular movements. And also exposing, I think, the 
wholeness of the US security protection or management, if you will, as has been Turkey's more 
assertive neo-Ottoman strategy obviously in Syria, but also in the Eastern Med, and its latest 
declarations of extended maritime claims that it's making in the Mediterranean.  
 
The other fundamental problem is that there's an imbalance in what the US currently is able and 
willing to offer countries in a region. US is heavy on a coercive and ideological agenda, but it's 
very light on providing real economic and security benefits to countries in the region. Now, this 
is shocking and an embarrassment to many of us Americans who would expect the US to play a 
much more constructive role and have a much better balance between providing benefits and 
creating security (inaudible). 
 
This brings us to the final part of my remarks, which is the way the US pursues the asymmetrical, 
or what turns out to be an asymmetrical security relation with the Eastern Med countries, again, 
with the exception of Israel, and to some degree with the exception of Egypt, as reflected in the 
Eastern Mediterranean security and energy partnership. In this partnership, if you look at the 
act, what the principles behind it in the US are saying is that US offers little or no direct, or even 
little or no residual security benefits to Cyprus. It did lift, of course, the arms embargo, but I 
would argue that is a rather insignificant contribution to Cyprus’s security given the nature of 
the security threats that Cyprus faces. It just gives the license for the US to sell weapons to Cyprus 
rather than having other countries sell weapons to Cyprus.  
 
But at the same time that it offers very little security and economic benefits, the US in this act by 
its partnership has increased the demands on Greece and Cyprus and places new constraints on 
their relationship with China and Russia. It requires them to report on the influence of Russia 
and to limit certain kinds of contacts. So this relationship, however without bringing new benefits 
and placing new constraints, actually increases the risk for the East Med principles in this security 
relationship. The relationship brings new security risks in the form of the spillover from the US 
geopolitical campaign in the Balkans, the US war against Iran, and US action vis-a-vis the Sunni 
Arab cold war.  
 
Cyprus and Greece, in spite of their locality and in spite of the migration pressures, could 
generally be considered to be until recently vulnerable from any spillover from the Syrian 
conflict. And now, with countries like Qatar, Iran, Turkey, all engaged in Syria militarily, 
nevertheless there has to be calculations that Cyprus becomes much more vulnerable or weak 
point in terms of Turkey gaining leverage at any of those conflicts, or some of the elements, 
actually, responding by putting Cypriot and Greek interests at risk.  
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This new security partnership actually ironically weakens the constraints on Turkey’s action in 
the Eastern Mediterranean region by forcing Greece and Cyprus to reduce, if not fully cut, their 
ties with Russia and China. In spite of the so-called new relationship between Russia and China, 
it’s Russia that remains the principal constraint on Turkey as we’ve repeatedly seen in regard to 
their neo-Ottoman ambitions in Syria. It’s Russia that at the end is blocking or pushing back in 
a rather sort of sophisticated manner, not always directly, while it's the US that is often green-
lighting or protecting Turkey’s jihadists or Turkish actions, in spite of some occasional US 
protests. It makes more difficult, therefore, Russia's balancing and conflict management role vis-
a-vis Israel, Iran, Turkey, Syria, Egypt, and the Gulf States, in my view reducing the overall what 
I'd call ‘security commons’, the sense of which there's a responsible power trying to manage the 
conflict to avoid escalations, where necessary, or undue political, and military, and economic 
costs.  
 
Finally, the US is not able to deliver what the region most needs in terms of markets investment, 
political and economic security, political and economic reform, while attempting to limit China's 
economic and political reach in the region. China is obviously a self-interested actor that is 
attempting to build a larger, through its Belt and Road Initiative, Eurasian economic space. But 
there are benefits as well as downsides to that effort. And if the region is smart, it can benefit 
from as opposed to being more vulnerable to it.  
 
A final note in this regard is that Israel obviously is in a very special place. But one could actually 
do more to emulate Israel's success in managing this relationship. Israel manages to have good 
relations with US, Russia, China, perhaps a little less with Europe because of the boycotts. But, 
nonetheless, Israel sort of gets maximum benefit from the US relationship, but faces virtually no 
constraints on its freedom of action. Obviously, Israel's in a very special, privileged position. But 
Egypt is managing these relationships better, I would argue, than Greece and Cyprus.  
 
That concludes my remarks on US policy towards East Med security. 

*** 

I'm going to speak for a few minutes on US policy that impacts the development of the East Med 
energy resources, and particularly obviously the substantial gas deposit in the East Med.  
 
My main thesis is that there is a major shift taking place in US oil and gas policy that will have 
implications for the development of the East Med hydrocarbons. The shift has been prompted by 
the fracking revolution that has made the US a surplus producer. US still imports energy, but 
now it also exports oil and gas in major quantities. This shift is now being accelerated by the oil 
market share war and by the global recession/depression caused by the policy response to the 
COVID pandemic.  
 
It’s useful I think to look at what US policy has been in terms of the world energy markets until 
very recently. It was the US policy to protect and facilitate the global supply of oil and gas, not 
just for itself, but for its commercial and trading partners, particularly the West European and 
East Asian allies. The policy rested on a special relationship with the Saudi Arabian and the other 
petrodollar Gulf producers and petrodollar states. The US provided the idea of security protection 
and guaranteeing the transportation of oil, and in return the Gulf acted as a swing producer at 
the pricing mechanism while keeping oil in a certain Goldilocks range: not too high for US 
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consumers, not too low for US producers. And it also agreed to continue to price the oil in dollars 
underpinning and strengthening of the US dollar’s role as a principal reserve currency. And, of 
course, in the case of Saudi Arabia, it threw in buying many US assets and purchasing US 
weapons.  
 
So, generally, the US encouraged the development of international supplies, especially supplies 
that were developed by US-flag oil majors. There was an effort to promote the expansion of US 
oil majors internationally through the period of the Iraq war and a bit beyond. The US at the 
same time would seek to restrict supply of oil from strategic rivals or from designated enemies 
along campaign to try to prevent the sales of Russian gas to Europe and constructions of 
pipelines, and the more recent embargoes of Iran and Venezuela.  
 
And the US would seek to control the transit and transportation network until recently with 
Turkey as the favorite Eurasian transit hub of the oil coming either from the Gulf or from Central 
Asia. It would pass through the transit hub of Turkey, strengthening Turkey’s regional role in oil 
markets.  
 
Now, beginning a few years ago but now accelerating, there's a major shift in US policy now 
taking place. The US has moved from the goal of facilitating the international supply to one of 
actually actively competing with other international suppliers. That’s the effect of developing 
there a robust domestic energy production system. So as a matter of policy, the US actively 
promotes the US oil and gas industry. US has become near mercantilist with regard to oil and 
gas, especially LNG, to gain market share in Europe and Asia. It’s therefore also tightened 
restrictions and sought additional international sanctions against strategic rivals and designated 
enemies, with Russia, Iran and Venezuela in particular. And it has begun to move away from the 
special relationship first with Qatar, now even the UAE and Saudi Arabia, particularly in the wake 
of the disastrous oil market share war of the past few weeks.  
 
The general posture for the US now is to favor domestic producers over the development of 
international supplies, even if those cases, if those supplies are being developed by US-flag oil 
majors. It’s not willing to finance or otherwise support new development or transportation 
networks. It’s no longer willing, I would argue, to go to war to support Gulf production or 
transport from the Gulf. If you remember, one of the original justifications for American policy 
in Iraq and Syria was to facilitate the development of natural gas pipeline from Qatar through 
Turkey to Europe. That was a decade ago. The US was obviously very unsuccessful, but that would 
not happen now because Qatar gas is considered a competitor to the US almost as much as 
Russian gas.  
 
So my argument is that much of this shift will survive, even if there is a change in administration, 
but obviously with one important difference: the Democrats will pursue measures to begin to 
shut down the domestic production in the name of climate change. That may ease some of the 
pressure of the US to restrict international supplies. But since the policy is generally aimed at 
shutting down oil and gas development worldwide, it will also continue to have some impact on 
development of international supplies.  
 
Now, this shift in policy which is occurring - it's not fully materialized, perhaps, but it’s well on 
its way - has great implications for East Med energy development. The US will give rhetorical 
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support for East Med gas development for geopolitical, or geo-ideological purposes, or geo-
civilizational purposes, but will not take any significant actions to ensure its development. US 
will talk up the East Med pipeline to Europe as a part of its cold war with Russia, but will not do 
anything that makes such a pipeline commercially or geopolitically viable. The US will give 
priority to supplying Europe and Asia with US’s LNG, and therefore may actually create, wittingly 
or unwittingly, obstacles to East Med development in the short-run. The East Med would be a 
competitor with the US. These obstacles may include “tolerating” Turkish actions in the East 
Med. While the US will lodge complaints against Turkey’s various claims or actions, it won't take 
any substantial action to deter Turkey in that regard. 
  
That therefore leads to two other conclusions. Having US-flag oil majors involved in East Med 
development, which was once considered a major asset, offers no commercial or geo-economic 
advantages, especially now that the US oil majors are developing new fields and shutting down 
less profitable ones. The US oil majors will be quite content to sit on these reserves rather than 
developing them in the next three to five years, I would argue.  
 
With international markets glutted and with the US seeking to gain market share in Europe and 
Asia, East Med gas development will depend on a growing East Med and regional demand for 
energy. That in turn depends on a larger growth strategy. I think there are still opportunities, in 
other words, for East Med gas development, but they will last in competing with European 
markets, with most European markets, or even the Asian markets. It’ll have to develop a much 
larger Middle East-EU rim market for East Med gas. It also means attracting more and 
committing more to industrial development, whether it's in Egypt, Ethiopia, even in Cyprus, 
Levant, or northern Africa, to consume more of the East Med and to have cheap energy available 
for both household and business purposes in the East Med and the larger region around the East 
Med.  
 
That concludes my remarks on US policy towards East Med gas development. Thank you. 
 
 
9. Professor Yair Hirschfeld 
Director, S. Daniel Abraham Centre for Strategic Dialogue, Netanya Academic College 
 
What is happening in the Mediterranean is that the United States’ Sixth Fleet has strongly 
decreased its presence and Russia has increased it. Obviously, I have not very much (inaudible) 
things to tell you, but the question is if it is possible, particularly for Cyprus and maybe for Greece, 
to play a dialogue with Russia in coordination with Europe and Israel to stabilize the situation.  
 
The Russian role in Syria has been partly destabilizing and partly stabilizing. And I don't know 
how much the corona crisis has changed this. The basic geopolitical realities have remained all 
the same. In the moment it has had the effect that people have not much time to fight one 
another. So it has made it quieter between Israel and Gaza, it is also relatively quiet between 
Israel and the West Bank.  
 
In Syria, I don't follow in detail the developments in Syria, but you have Israeli deterrence policies 
continuing. So I don't think that the corona crisis has caused a dramatic change. It has probably 
made it a little bit easier to stick to each other and have some time to create a more constructive 
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approach.  
 
I spoke to a European senior diplomat on the Syrian situation, and he says that Europe and the 
United States on Syria see largely eye-to-eye. Now, the difficulty there is how much it can 
coordinate it with Russia. And if there can be some kind of coordinated activity, maybe the 
Turkish aggression can be somehow deterred or contained. I'm asking the question, I'm not 
giving the answer.  
 
My sense is that we have a pause. We have a pause that allows for far more intense dialogue on 
these issues. It is not only deterrence, but in Israel there's an active dialogue going on with the 
Hamas in Gaza about stability building there and my sense is - and maybe this may be too 
optimistic - that the Iranian aggressiveness has been moderated due to the corona crisis. They 
are occupied with other issues, they have less capacity to cause major trouble, and it offers a 
pause. I don't think it changes the basic conditions, but it makes it possible if we create - what 
we hope to do - a coordinated American, hopefully also European, Arab Sunni moderate position, 
and we can coordinate some of the activities. It has both a deterring and a bridging effect towards 
minimizing terror. The likelihood that this opportunity will be successfully used – that’s another 
question. But there is a possibility for upgrading coordinated security policies and for leading a 
very careful diplomatic dialogue.  
 
The fact that Germany has decided to take a strong position against Hezbollah, that the Saudi 
sources have criticized Germany that it’s been too late, that they should have done this far earlier, 
offers a very interesting approach that could allow for an important dialogue of the positive forces 
of stability against the forces of terror, and I think we should use it. 

*** 

I think the Israeli-Palestinian issue is a key in this context. What has happened so far is that the 
corona crisis has allowed for increased Israeli-Palestinian cooperation for the simple fact that the 
coronavirus has very little respect for borders or for moving from one place to the other.  
 
There’s a two-layer situation. On the political level, there's a very unfair Palestinian accusation 
against Israel, but on the practical day-to-day level there's effective cooperation. Since today, we 
have a new Israeli government which is far more oriented to have a far closer cooperation with 
Jordan, with the Arab world, and also with the Palestinian Authority. And we are working on a 
variety of social and economic cooperation issues that have to be multilateral: Israeli-Palestinian, 
Arab, in the wider sense, hopefully in coordination with Europe.  
 
And there are a lot of opportunities. We will have an AHLC meeting, Ad Hoc Liaison Committee 
meeting, on the 2nd of June, and we are working on seven issues that would upgrade Palestinian 
economic capacities and have the beginning of a new game changer. It’s too early to really make 
a new game changer, but it’s possible to work during the summer months on socio-economic 
coordination and a variety of methods. And I believe it can create an important impact. And in 
that sense, in an awkward manner the corona crisis is of some help.  
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10. Ashraf Mohamed Naguib 
CFO and Co-Founder, Global Trade Matters  
 
I don't think it should have any kind of real impact on regional security. Our issues are still going 
to remain the issues that we have. Especially in countries like Egypt. We still have issues in Sinai, 
we still have issues in the border with Libya. We still seek stability within the region itself. We 
do have our differences with Turkey. So it still remains, nothing has changed within that context 
of staying home or the economy being blocked. The security issues I believe have been very much 
separated than what we believe.  
 
This should teach us as a region that we need to be focused more on the future of our economies 
and that requires for us to start making some kind of consents, some kind of sacrifices, and reach 
some kind of consensus that the way forward is cooperation. And I believe the countries that 
already have what we consider to be peace, but not so much normalization, need to start working 
more on enhancing international cooperation through private sector and interactions, really 
opening up the opportunities for businesses, small businesses and startups to interact together, 
and really build on what we have rather than just waiting to resolve issues that have gone on for 
decades and have been hindering the process of international cooperation in the region itself.  
 
And that being said, of course I look at it from private sector’s perspective. If there is anything 
that we're going to learn from the past probably three months is that this is the time, there is no 
better time for international cooperation within the region than right now. And people need to 
understand that even despite the political differences a lot of countries in the region have 
together… And I'm using here the example of Egypt and Turkey for the past almost decade or so, 
this does not negate that the Egypt-Turkey FTA is still in effect. Unfortunately, it obviously has 
not reached its full potential and it's not being properly utilized due to the political situation in 
the East Med. But it doesn't cancel the fact that that there is a potential for Egyptian businesses 
to work with Turkish businesses to enhance international cooperation between private sectors.  
 
That being said, we can talk also about the Qualifying Industrial Zones protocol, this protocol 
between Egypt and Israel for customs-free access to US markets. Now, that's been in effect for 
almost twelve years and still remains in effect, unfortunately also not reaching its full potential 
of five billion dollars worth of trade. Now again, this is because of the political situation in the 
region. So a lot that's happening from the governments and political leadership is impacting the 
way that we have been doing business together as the private sector. And I think that there should 
be a change of direction and a change of thought towards more unity within the region, less 
conflict, and really pushing towards working together as a region to compete in this very volatile 
and very tough global economy.  
 
So I think there needs to be a very big paradigm shift in the way that our leadership thinks in the 
region. 

*** 

Egypt in the past decade or so has gone through a very, very difficult time. And we're talking just 
between 2011 and 2014. We were in lockdown, we were under curfew going through these two 
revolutions in less than three years. It really put the country in instability and had a major impact 
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on the socio-economic situation in Egypt, the global economic situation (inaudible), or a role in 
the global economy, and had a very big psychological impact on the Egyptian population.  
 
Hence, we were post-corona at the time of recovery where we were trying to get our economy 
back on track, where we were trying to build the safety net for the 41-42% of people that live 
under the poverty line in Egypt. We were trying to rebuild our GDP growth based on sound 
economic strategies and reform programs. So in a sense, we were already recovering from the flu 
when corona came in. So it was a very, how can I say, a very confusing concept for us.  
 
But what really also helped was that Egypt went through, just last year, a very, very big initiative 
against virus C, another virus that was considered to be a pandemic here in Egypt, with almost 
80% of the population having some kind of virus here or there. And the government had already 
mobilized within that context of testing, and curing, and putting health measures into place, 
definitely not social distancing, but they were in a sense ready just coming out of one pandemic, 
so they just hit the other. 
  
But the reality is, Egypt was not ready for a lockdown, like a lot of other countries, but more so 
Egypt was not ready for a lockdown. Government has been able to maintain a fantastic position 
for what the circumstances are. They've led this in my opinion very bravely and very efficiently, 
considering the fact that we are a hundred million people with a population density where we 
live on only 6% of total land area of Egypt, so that's an impossible social distancing concept. And 
you have a very big informal economy in Egypt, so a lot of people do day-to-day jobs, get paid by 
the hour or by the day, so that's a very big portion of Egyptians that have been impacted.  
 
Businesses that were recovering are now having very difficult issues. So I think we're not faring 
any better or worse than a lot of countries around the world, it's just our position was already 
sensitive in trying to rebuild and recover our economy.  
 
But I'm also confident that we're going to get through this. Because Egypt has a lot of potential, 
there's a lot of infrastructure that's still being built - we're going through a Marshall Plan - in a 
sense, and I think it's going to teach the Egyptian government that they also need to depend on 
the private sector more than having more public companies and things to that extent.  
 
So there should be a paradigm shift the way that we're seeing. Egypt needs more recovery, and it 
needs more help, and it needs more investment. Corona definitely did not help. 
 
 
11. Pier Virgilio Dastoli 
President, Italian Council of the European Movement 
 
First of all, concerning the behavior of Russia and the United States, of course it depends on two 
questions. One, it depends on the presidential elections in the United States in November, to see 
if the winner will be Trump or Joe Biden. From a certain point of view, there is no great difference 
between Trump and Biden because in any case there is an approach in the United States not to 
play a very important role in the Eastern Mediterranean.  
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And concerning Russia, of course it depends on the effect of the pandemic in Russia that as you 
know is very large. And the same thing concerns Turkey. Turkey is one of the countries most 
affected by the pandemic. So that of course has the consequence to weaken the position of 
Erdogan in Turkey and the capacity of Turkey to play a role as it wanted to play in the 
Mediterranean area few months ago, before the corona crisis.  
 
Concerning religious fundamentalism and the fight against terrorism, you know very well that 
terrorism and the fundamental religious leaders tried to use the pandemic to say to the people 
that this religion is more (inaudible) than the Western religion. So they tried to spread the 
capacity of consensus using crisis as an instrument or a communication campaign to say that 
they can play a better role for the citizens than in the Western countries. So, there is a big risk 
that in a situation in which before the pandemic crisis the capacity of acting of the terrorist and 
religious fundamentalism was weak, now they’ve increased their capacity to act using the effects 
of pandemic.  

*** 

Concerning the specific question of energy, you know that concerning the Levantine Basin the 
new source of energy started only ten years ago, and they’ve tried to explore this capacity only a 
few years ago. I think the interest of Europe could be strong because Europe needs to be more 
independent from the energy sources coming, for example, from Russia. So I think that because 
in Europe they are discussing now about energetic transition - also from a point of view of the 
fight with the climate change and environmental problems - I think that could be of great interest 
to Europe to study and to develop new pipelines to use this Levantine Basin in which there is a 
very strong interest, also coming from Cyprus, and Greece, and Egypt, and Israel. So I think that 
could be one point in which we could open a new way of relationship between Europe and the 
Eastern Mediterranean countries, more than the Nile Delta Basin, in which there is more specific 
interest by Eni, but not by Europe as a whole. That is also a question concerning LNG shipping 
that, as you know, the ownership is in the hands of Eni. So, I think that we have to fight and we 
have to reopen a campaign, also as a European Movement, towards European Union to say that 
we have to renew the Mediterranean policy towards the countries on the other side of the 
Mediterranean Sea, to say to the European Union that that could be one point of strategic interest 
for Europe. 
 
If the European Union wants to solve its problems, it has to renew our Mediterranean policy. As 
you know, the Union pour la Méditerranée was not so strong. On the contrary, there were a lot 
of things that were not applied within this network, so I think that in the next months we have 
to put this question on the strategic agenda of the European Council. And I hope that could be 
possible, because now there exists a network of southern countries in Europe - the MED7. So the 
MED7 could play a role not only within the European Union, but could play a role also concerning 
the relationship with the Mediterranean countries. 

*** 

My opinion is that for the moment the Italian government is more or less in a good situation, 
because the opposition is not able to fight strongly against the government. The government had 
the capacity to react in a very strong way against the pandemic, and it was also an example for 
the other European countries. The government was able to put on the budget a lot of financial 
instruments to help the economic situation, but now the main question concerns how the 
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European Union could help the Italian government in the situation that the Italian government 
could have some financial problems. So the question of Italy is related to the question that has 
been opened now by the Franco-German document presented by Angela Merkel and Emanuel 
Macron concerning the possibility of having a kind of a European public debt with an amount of 
500 billion euros to increase the European budget.  
 
Concerning the relation with Mediterranean policy, this new government that started in 
September of last year had a new approach concerning the Mediterranean policy taking to 
account that if you see an agreement between the Lega and the Five Stars, even the name of the 
Mediterranean policy was not in this contract. On the contrary, the Partito Democratico has big 
interest for the relationship with Mediterranean countries. So I am sure that the Italian 
government could play at the European level in the situation in which, unfortunately, if you see 
the strategy of the European Commission, the Mediterranean relationship unfortunately is not 
one of the priorities of the new Commission.  
 
 
12. Lt Gen. (retd) Ioannis Anastasakis 
Geneva Centre for Security Policy Athens Hub Chair 
 
Today we will share some thoughts on the subject: “The effects of the pandemic on the Eastern 
Mediterranean region”. 
 
At the beginning, let’s have a general overview and the position of the major players. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic is a human security issue that can directly threaten the livelihood and 
safety of regional residents. All countries will struggle for systemic changes in order to succeed 
economic and social recovery after the first lockdown. 
 
It is accepted that the impact of COVID-19 on regional wars around Mediterranean is uncertain. 
This applies not only to short-term, but also to long-term predictions. 
 
The falling oil prices weaken hydrocarbon interest of big international drilling and exploitation 
companies in the region. The companies adjust or change their plans, and as a result we may 
foresee delays for two years at least in the Eastern Mediterranean region. In addition, all 
countries, including also key players, manage the economic fallout of this pandemic.  
 
Certain countries try to reserve medical aid for their own citizens, creating tensions among allies. 
We may take as a given example the 27 EU members that they could not support Italy in a timely 
proper and effective way. It is a possibility that after the crisis, members will revise their strategy 
on foreign relations.  
 
Additionally, the pandemic may create political instability. The political elites in order to tackle 
the adverse situation, need to take measures on upcoming food shortages and upraise cost of 
leaving, cyber security, and the attempts to control the media. They are also looking for the 
proper way on how to form the public opinion on the pandemic issues.   
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Countries like Libya and Syria face the situation the hard way, because of their devastated health 
care systems and absence of united leadership. Certain parties or groups, for example the Muslim 
Brotherhood or Hezbollah, may reserve medical supplies for their supporters only. 
 
Authoritarian regimes and governments of less democratic countries are exploiting the health 
crisis to increase control. They try to prevent civil unrest before they escalate to internal violence. 
 
Pulling out or reducing the presence of EU and USA from regional conflicts empowers Turkey to 
move in, and this will increase the instability and more tension in the East Mediterranean. In 
addition, reduced presence of key players in the region, may help believers of the Islamic State 
to think about reorganizing and prepare to fight the “enemies of Islam”. 
 
At this point, let’s review in a glance the Russia, USA and Turkish ambitions. 
 
Major powers that are key players in the Eastern Mediterranean region are mainly Russia and the 
USA. 
 
Russia, facing an economic setback, is present in the region but not so active. In the same way, 
the USA is taking a step back from the MENA as per the directives of President Donald Trump.  
 
The implications of the pandemic on the Eastern Mediterranean region at large facilitate in an 
essence the Turkish expansion strategy. The Mavi Vatan concept is a vehicle to carry on these 
Turkish strategic objectives.  
 
Focusing on Turkey, Ankara acting as a regional power continues even today during the 
pandemic the “gun-boat policy” trying to apply regional international law in a Turkish edition 
approach. As an example, let’s remind the European position and decisions on Turkish illegal 
drillings in Cypriot EEZ. 
 
At the same time, Turkey applied the so called “mask diplomacy”. Turkey offered medical support 
like the USA and other western states to countries suffering from pandemic. This kind of Turkish 
strategy to offer humanitarian aid as exchange of political and economic support is part of its 
international relations plan to offer humanitarian aid in exchange of political and economic 
benefits/support. 
 
As a result of the pandemic effect, public frustration is increasing in Turkey and the regime is 
deepening the Islamic-oriented security state as a means to manage potential rebellion or even 
civil unrest. The numbers of infections officially announced are in question, indicating failure of 
Turkey to perform adequate tests for the virus and record the actual amount of cases, in all areas 
throughout the country. COVID-19 pandemic has also widened the political and social gap 
between Turkish central government and the neglected Kurdish areas in south-east of the 
country.  
 
Concerning Libya, the European delay to establish timely the operation code-named “IRINI” after 
the Greek word for “peace”, gave time to Turkey to transfer manpower and equipment in the 
country, affecting the balance of power in the area.  
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It is estimated that a number of mercenaries deployed by Turkey in Libya, especially the last 
wave, are part of the refugees failed to pass the European/Greek borders in early March. The 
desperate refugees, running out of money and hope, are the pool from where Turkey recruits 
mercenaries.  
 
In addition to that, Turkey utilizes and sends boats full of refugees affected by COVID-19 to third 
countries, using them as bioweapons. This is an effort to over-saturate the border control, 
security and defense systems, and also to add devastated workload to social security and health 
care services of the neighboring countries.   
 
At the same time, Turkey unfolds a propaganda strategy, mobilizing certain media and 
organizations on human rights, creating fake news stories on trafficking issues, in order to blame 
others for her own responsibilities. 
 
Facing a severe economic situation, the Turkish government is seeking support from third 
countries, like Qatar, Britain, and Japan. The Turkish economy is about to shrink severely at 
levels to be seen for the first time in a decade. 
 
The Turkish president realized that there will be no economic support from Russia, mainly 
because the relations are at stake, based on conflicting interests in Syria and also in Libya. So, 
lately he tries to bridge relations with traditional allies like USA and Europe. This is evident in 
letters sent to the American president stressing “…the meaning of sustainability of Turkish-
American collaboration,” and to the EU stressing in the same way that “we are all on the same 
boat.” But this is part of Turkey’s opportunistic approach towards allies. 
 
Having said that, let’s focus on the regional cooperation. 
 
Since the humanitarian situation triggered by pandemic is worsening in conflict areas, regional 
players must collaborate in order to prevent non-state and non-regional actors to step in, to 
distribute food and medical care, because this will increase their significance in the long run. 
 
It is important to mention that recently an incident affecting refugees offshore Malta created a 
serious breach of international human rights and maritime law. Triggering from that event, a few 
days ago in a debate in the Civil Liberties Committee (LIBE) of the European Parliament, the 
issue of required collaboration on humanitarian issues was raised. Representatives of the 
Commission, EU Frontier Exterior (FRONTEX), UN High Commissioner of Refugees (UNHCR), 
the Council of Europe and others participated.  
 
The Council of Europe commissioner for Human Rights highlighted the need to continue “search 
and rescue” missions during the COVID-19 crisis, increase rescue capability and improve co-
operation between states.  
 
At the same time, a representative from the Commission confirmed, among others, that “search 
and rescue” missions are member state competences.  
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Overall, with each country scrambling to contain the pandemic, foreign policy becomes a second 
priority. This is expected to create serious problems in the Eastern Mediterranean region, in the 
long run. 
 
 
13. Undisclosed 1 (as per “Conference Description”) 
 
So it is important to understand what has happened globally to understand what has been 
happening in the region. And what we have noticed until now is that COVID-19 has had a huge 
impact on the global economy, and have led to lockdowns, to travel restrictions, social distancing, 
and all of that has automatically had a direct impact on ongoing projects in the region. And we 
know, for instance, that because of COVID-19 some of the projects in Cyprus will delay.  
 
At the same time as well, the pandemic has forced a demand crush. And this demand crush has 
been accompanied by supply agogo, as we say. So there was a lot of supply because of some 
geopolitical, political and economic tensions between the Saudis, the Russians, and the 
Americans that has led to crush in demand and the supply growth, which at the same time had 
implications on the oil prices and has led to low oil prices. And these oil prices have led to an 
alarming situation in the oil and gas sector which will have long term implications on the oil and 
gas sector, which will have implications on our region as well, on the future developments.  
 
So it is important to look into that. So the direct implications of COVID-19 and the long-term or 
mid to long-term implications of the pandemic on the oil gas sector and these new realities on 
the projects. So what we have seen, for instance, as I said, in Cyprus automatically because of 
COVID-19 all projects were postponed until 2021, mid or end of 2021 from this year.  
 
But what we have seen as well, a direct impact for instance in Lebanon is they were already 
drilling a Block 4, and these drillings continued regardless of COVID-19. And this was a decision 
taken by the government and by Total, the leader of the consortium, that have decided that work 
should continue - we will take measures, precautions, but we want to continue the work because 
it will cost us more if we stop the work than continuing with the measures taken.  
 
However, for now we don't know if the work in Block 9 will continue. For now, there is a 
commitment to drill in Block 9, which was end of 2020, but they are saying that there might be 
postponement by 2021, because at this moment they are doing the environmental impact 
assessment. And this requires later to meet with the constituents or the communities to discuss 
and to do public consultation. Under this no-gathering social distancing, if the company is unable 
to do these public consultations in person, we don't know what will happen. So maybe that will 
lead to postponing the work in Block 9 to later. So this is again a direct impact of COVID-19.  
 
But again, one important aspect, for instance, in Lebanon is that in the provisions, or in the 
contract, if you want, there was a provision that says there is a guarantee fee if you don’t do the 
work that you have committed to - the work plan - you have to pay 40 million dollars. So this one 
aspect pushes companies to continue work regardless. And the other aspect is we have the force 
majeure clause in the two contracts that were signed. In Block 4, they haven't chosen to use the 
force majeure close to stop the work. In Block 9, maybe they will use the force majeure provision 
to delay some work without paying the guarantee fees of 40 million dollars, because this is under 
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force majeure and it's not something that deliberately the companies have chosen to do. This is 
on the short-term.  
 
On the long-term, because of COVID-19, as we said, and the pandemic, and the low oil prices, 
and the new realities of the oil and gas sector, the government of Lebanon has not postponed 
until now the second licensing around. On the contrary, a couple of days ago they have taken the 
decision to allow for online submissions for those who are interested in applying. And this is the 
first time. We haven't had that clause indeed in the decrees or in the law, it was all submitted by 
hand. So now, because of COVID-19 this is the direct implication that they are allowing online 
submission. But they haven't postponed the second licensing round. But knowing the global 
situation of the oil and gas sector, is there going to be any success in the second licensing round? 
We don't know. For now, the decision not to postpone might mean that there might be some 
companies that are interested in the second licensing round in Lebanon, or maybe later on the 
government would take the decision to postpone the second licensing round because there is 
more interest, maybe, or there will not be an interest because of the current situation we are 
living in in the oil and gas sector.  
 
So I'm giving the example of Lebanon just to show you the direct implications of COVID-19, and 
if you want the long-term implications of COVID-19 on the developments and in the region. So 
directly we've seen in Cyprus the direct implication with all the postponements that are 
happening. So the drill ship that was supposed to go from Lebanon, from Block 4, to Cyprus is 
still docked in Beirut, it has nowhere to go. So this is one example of what postponements would 
mean.  
 
We have Israel and Egypt that are already producing and their projects are on track. And we 
know that Lebanon and Cyprus are in a different position, where Cyprus has discoveries but there 
is no production yet, and in Lebanon there are no discoveries yet. The first drilling ended up to 
be a negative, so no commercial discoveries. So what would that mean for future projects? It 
means that now the companies, because they are doing all the cuts on expenses and prioritizing, 
so there would be kind of looking to what projects would make sense and where should we put 
our money. And most probably, as I said, Lebanon could not be an interest now unless they 
continue with Block 9, as committed, and in Cyprus delays are happening. So all of that would 
mean that there will be delays in all infrastructure projects. Because the infrastructure projects, 
for instance, if we are talking about the pipeline from Cyprus to Egypt, that was part of a whole 
production plan that would allow, if that production happens, from Aphrodite, then there will 
be a need to maybe build a pipeline, and that will be put into the production and development 
plan. So since that is not happening, so I think that infrastructure project will be delayed.  
 
The same with the East Med pipeline. With the East Med pipeline it was already controversial, 
and we know that there were many voices raised that this is not feasible, it is very expensive, and 
who is going to buy expensive gas with what we are seeing, and with the oversupply that we are 
seeing, at the same time with less prices than what might the gas from the East Med be when it 
arrives to the shores of Europe. So that's why I do believe that the East Med pipeline now is not 
a priority, even though it had all the political momentum, and it had all the enthusiasm from the 
region, and some part of Europe, and the US. But now with the new realities in the oil and gas 
sector, I don’t see that the East Med pipeline is the priority.  
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The Cyprus-Egypt pipeline, again, it is very, very much connected to the production, and the 
production doesn't take off, so this pipeline will not happen. 
 
And one other problem that we are facing now globally is that there is a lot of LNG. There is 
oversupply which is putting even the two LNG plants in Egypt at danger. So Damietta now is 
closed. They couldn't reach out to a new deal between the investors. And Idku, which by 
December 2019 everybody was happy that finally Idku is at full capacity, Idku now has taken the 
decision to shut in, voluntarily shut in, because there is no demand, even though Egypt is 
proposing cheap prices, but they're not finding people to buy.  
 
So the problem today that we're facing is not about supply as much as it is about demand. And 
demand is very low, therefore even the LNG plants that were in Egypt, and everybody was 
dreaming about it in the region that Israelis will be sending it to Damietta and Idku to sell their 
gas, the Cypriots had a plan to send it to Damietta or to Idku to find markets through these LNG 
plants. Lebanon had ideas about that as well. But today we see that demand is king and demand 
is very low. Therefore, all these projects of using the LNG plants are not feasible economically. 
So we are facing a new reality that is putting more pressure on the gas industry in the region.  
 
And therefore, to end up maybe on the collaboration issue. We see these new realities, right? The 
gas in our region is not cheap. We do have political problems, and above everything now we have 
a demand problem. So we need to look into the future of the region. Do we want to keep on 
emphasizing gas, and doing infrastructures, and doing investment in gas, or maybe should we 
think of the sustainability and take advantage of the nature that we have, of the environment 
that we have, and take advantage of the sun that we have for almost 300 days out of 365 days, 
and start thinking of renewables as a source of energy for us. Yes, renewables won’t bring money 
as much as oil and gas, but I think that that could be a project where we could all collaborate on 
the renewables rather than trying to find markets outside the region with the new realities, and 
we're finding it difficult. But again, I guess renewables should be put on the table. Political 
agreements, and political processes, and peace processes in the region again should be put on 
the table. And later on, I think, maybe we could benefit from gas.  
 
So today Lebanon, if you want, has to rethink its energy strategy. Lebanon has put so much 
emphasis and enthusiasm, and political agendas into the oil and gas sector, to the extent that 
when the first drilling happened and the results were negative, there was a huge disappointment 
in the country. And people are not able to believe that, oh, we didn't find gas, even though we 
were trying to manage all expectation.  
 
At the same time, no emphasis was put on renewables. And we know that Lebanon is not about 
making money as much as it's about finding efficient ways to have electricity in the country. So 
focus on renewables never happened. It was always focus on oil and gas, all the hype is on oil and 
gas, and renewables is left to the second level.  
 
Today we have a chance after the wakeup call that first, we didn't get gas - okay, fine. But the 
way, if you want, globally where we are heading, people asking questions about sustainability, 
about oil and gas, the sector where oil and gas is going, when we see all these big oil and gas 
companies are putting so much effort into renewables and on energy transition. I think there is 
a chance for Lebanon to think about the future differently, and to think it green more than to 
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think it as oil and gas. And there is a chance today to do that, and to re-shift our thinking.  
 
At the same time, Lebanon is working on the three projects for the FSRUs in Lebanon to be able 
to use gas to their power plants. Today there are negotiations to build new power plants, there 
are negotiations for the FSRUs, so it's all in the process of negotiations, and we haven't reached 
the final stages. So we are in that situation where, again, I think we should be thinking about how 
efficiently and with less money provide electricity to the country. Which I guess is less of a 
problem in other countries in the region, but the main problem, the main source of tensions in 
the country is not being able to provide electricity for the Lebanese.  
 
So the focus for us shouldn't be that we want oil and gas for the money, but it should be what is 
the best way, the fastest way for us to get power and electricity. And the answer could be 
renewables with gas, and it shouldn’t maybe be local gas, it could be imported gas. So, this is the 
reality here.  
 
So for the collaboration, as I said, too much emphasis has been put on gas in the region as a 
whole. And the only two producers are Israel and Egypt. There are collaboration efforts that are 
happening through the East Med Gas Forum. That is a good step - why not, yes. But again, I think 
that we should be focusing on demand in the future, where demand is going to be, and are we 
going to be able as a region to export our gas to outside the region, or we will end up being able 
to use the gas for the region. And if that is the case, then again, the political process and the peace 
process becomes a priority before being able to use the gas in the region among the countries of 
the region, because we know all the difficulties, and we know all the political tensions that exist 
between the members of the East Mediterranean. So suddenly you see that if the market is 
regional and it's not outside the region, so then automatically you need to have the political 
process, it doesn't work without the political process. 
 
 
14. Gary Lakes 
Director, ERPIC Energy Program  
 
Everything is basically shut down until there's a clear picture of what the health of the region is 
going to be. Total and Eni have given notice to the Cypriot government that they won’t proceed 
with a plan to drill well in Block 6. Early April, maybe, ExxonMobil notified the government that 
they wouldn't proceed with the drilling in Block 10 for at least a year. Both of those, Total and 
Eni, may come back within a year's time and then ExxonMobil will probably be next September. 
So there's a good year to eighteen months of nothing really happening for that.  
 
As far as Aphrodite is concerned, there have been no scheduled plans to do development work 
on-site at the Aphrodite field. So, you’ve got a period of just waiting, again. Cyprus has been 
through this before as far as waiting for things to happen in the hydrocarbon sector.  
 
The latest thing that happened is, of course, the well in Lebanon which, while it's not commercial, 
I understand that there were pretty good indications that there may be some sort of a gas resource 
near to the well that they drilled there in Block 4. I don’t remember the name of the well but it’s 
in Block 4. There’s still speculation that Total and Eni may get to drilling in Block 9 in Lebanon 
by the end of the year, but I think the queue is just sort of building up. You’re going to have Eni 
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doing Cyprus when it gets going and then I think it had plans to do maybe three wells right after 
another. So we're just going to see how it goes in the region, there's just waiting.  
 
The exception of course is Turkey which is very keen to establish its presence in the Cyprus 
exclusive economic zone. I think it has started its sixth well, I think that's in Block 6 as well, 
although it is in the area that Turkey claims is its continental shelf. So it's not down near the area 
where Total and Eni had planned to drill. That block is licensed to Total and Eni by the Cyprus 
government and Turkey is imposing itself there as it has - this is the sixth occasion. We'll see if 
it continues to do that.  
 
Regarding the coronavirus, it’s hitting Turkey pretty hard, it’s hitting it harder than certainly in 
other places in the region. And so that's having a big impact on Turkish economy, the currency 
there is really falling. And so you just don't know how much money is Turkey willing to spend 
on drilling these wells when they don't look very prospective to begin with. And furthermore, 
you don't know the outcome. Even if it should make some kind of discovery, of course, it would 
be totally overblown, but it would be ammunition for Turkey to insist on its position regarding 
any future negotiations regarding the Cyprus problem.  
 
Israel - I think that it is going to be pretty quiet as well. Noble Energy has cut back a lot, it's 
reduced its budgets. Of course, Noble is occupied with other places, I think, in US were the 
situation regarding oil production is pretty serious. So I think Noble will be probably preoccupied 
with that. It has managed to get the Leviathan on stream and there is the gas flow to Egypt now 
with that and Tamar.  
 
Another problem in Israel is that Delek Group is facing some real serious problems regarding its 
creditors and the price of oil caused devaluation of Delek’s shares to fall pretty seriously causing 
the creditors to lose faith in Delek’s ability to repay its loans. Delek has already sold off a lot of 
assets and you just don't know how far that's going to go before they can balance things out. Of 
course, they're loath to lose any of their energy assets. So, they’ve been shuffling their decks over 
there and trying to find what they can sell to satisfy their creditors and maintain some sort of 
healthy stake in their energy business.  
 
In Egypt, I think that Egypt is still pretty much working. There seem to be precautions and the 
decline in the gas market. The demand for oil, the demand for gas – this has fallen seriously for 
all producers globally, and so Egypt has essentially stopped LNG production which it just 
basically gotten started again. But the demand, the price of LNG is way down the price of gas, so 
the pipeline is coming down. So the whole world is just going to have to reconfigure and wait. 
And I'm hoping that the situation will ultimately work to the benefit of Cyprus and the other 
countries in the region because of the state of the markets, the gas market in particular. It’s 
around two dollars or something for a million Btu - it's really, really very low.  
 
So the world is just awash with oil and gas and the markets aren't there right now because people 
aren't using their stuff as much as they were and factories are closed down, manufacturing, 
people are not using as much power, and certainly oil transportation falling off due to lockdowns.  
 
So I'm hoping that this will work better for the rest of the region, because by the time they do 
restart drilling and get things going again, and get developed and working, it'll be probably the 
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second part of this decade. And so maybe by that time the markets (inaudible), there'll be a 
renewed demand. You don't know where it's going to go.  
 
And of course there is a lot of speculation about the impact that this drop in demand for oil and 
gas will have on renewables. And it could be that a lot of companies will see this as an opportunity 
to pursue that, pursue renewables sooner than what they would have.  
 
So, I think it's going to take a good year or two for all of this to be stressed out. And the switch 
to renewables, if you bear in mind the s agreement, a major shift is going to happen anyway. 
They’re going to have to shift around the models, the energy models, the economic models in 
order to address the issues that they were confronted with regarding climate change. So why not 
do them now? Why not go ahead and sort of get on that bus and ride?  
 
So there's a lot of things to think about, a lot of things to consider. I don't think that this is the 
end of the gas industry for the region, but we'll see. There’s going to be some adjustments.  
 
I think we've covered the Nile Delta, the Egypt thing. That’s a very prospective area. Again, it's 
all going to depend on how the future goes, the future markets, economies. But I think that's 
going to be important. For a long time Egypt will continue to be a big market, the producer as 
far as the region is concerned. So there’s going to be an impact, but I can't really say that I think 
it's going to be negative or positive. I think something will happen that will create a certain 
amount of equilibrium there.  
 
As far as future transportation projects, again, I think what's getting a lot of attention is the East 
Med gas pipeline project. And this has always been highly speculative from the beginning. I think 
it will continue to be. That’s 2,000 kilometers of subsea pipeline that will go at a depth of 3 
kilometers, or 10 bcm capacity a year. I don't know. Seven billion dollars for that? I mean, I just 
don't know. And that is another issue that's got Turkey so worked up. It has been one of the 
reasons why it's been so keen to establish its Blue Homeland which it claims stretches as far as 
Libyan waters. Again, I think we're in the realms of fantasy here, but the pipeline technically 
could work. We’ll see if it really (inaudible) needs to go ahead with that. But again, a few years, 
although the political impetus behind it is pretty strong. But we'll see what happens if there's an 
investment that comes with it. And again, that won't be until there's a lot of drilling, until there's 
a substantial amount of gas available for export in the East Mediterranean.  
 
I'm inclined to think that if there are some substantial discoveries made in the Cyprus EEZ that 
they would probably be aggregated to and directed to an onshore LNG plant here in Cyprus, back 
to the original idea that came out nearly ten years ago. And I think that Cyprus would prefer that. 
I think that that's really what would be preferred. I don't know if the Israelis will want to take 
part in that. And, of course, anything the Israelis take part in the Lebanese will not take part in. 
Also, Egypt has its own LNG industry that it’s keen to develop. So, again, it's all going to depend 
on how much drilling is done in the years ahead, and what resources are made available, and 
what demand there may be for East Med LNG or gas, and how much investment companies are 
willing to put into it. 
 
Regional energy cooperation is something that I think has a positive future, unless things really 
get awful somewhere and spread here. I think that for the most part the countries want to 
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cooperate, certainly Cyprus, Greece, and Israel, and they are clear that they're interested in 
cooperating, most significantly with the East Med gas pipeline. But I think that cooperation isn't 
limited to that. There's Eurasia Interconnector system that the company here in Cyprus is hoping 
to put together. If the interconnector doesn’t go all the way to mainland Greece, they could 
connect Egypt, Israel, Cyprus - we'll see about that. 
 
I think the East Mediterranean Energy Forum is a very good platform for countries of the region 
to meet in. I think it builds political allies, sort of allows everybody in the region to get to play a 
role, one way or another. I mean, there're some countries such as Jordan that doesn't have these 
resources yet, it's been invited, it's participated. The same with the Palestinians who do have 
sources in the Gaza Marine but have never been really allowed to develop them. Whether 
Lebanon may get involved in that, we’ll see. So I think the forum is a very good way to move the 
whole region forward.  
 
Exception there, of course, as always is Turkey. And Turkey has denounced the organization, 
basically because I’m under the impression that it just wants to run the whole show and then it 
has to be in charge of whatever it is that it's logged in as far as the region goes. But the other 
countries just aren't interested in having that. 
 
The other groups that I think have proved to be very beneficial are the trilateral meetings of 
Greece, Cyprus and Israel, and Greece, Cyprus and Egypt. There is now Greece, Cyprus and 
Jordan, and I think they are considering Greece, Cyprus and Lebanon. And those are good too. I 
think that Cyprus has done really well on organizing these sort of things. It builds political 
support for its cause, of course, in trying to end the Turkish occupation, but it also connects the 
businesses, allows the governments to see what they might be able to do together. It’s in contrast 
to fifteen years ago when they really weren't working together very well. But I'm not an advocate 
of saying that, you know, pipelines, peace pipelines or anything like that. We usually have more 
of a source of conflict. But I think that there are projects that are oriented towards energy that 
all these countries can cooperate in. There's a bunch, bilaterally or trilaterally, or even bigger 
under the auspices of the East Med Gas Forum.  
 
And so I think there's a lot that’s going to happen. It’s just that it’s all out to lunch right now. It’ll 
be a while before we can actually feel as if the whole region is taking off in the way that I think 
most people would like. 
 
 
16. Antonia Dimou 
Director, Middle East Department, Institute for Security and Defense Analysis  
 
My intervention will center on how the current economic hardship caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic along with the oil market crash will affect gas exploration and drilling activities, and 
energy partnerships in the East Mediterranean.  
 
The coronavirus pandemic has definitely a negative impact on the energy sector exacerbated by 
the low oil prices. Low oil prices attributed to the decrease of global oil consumption and the oil 
war between Russia and Saudi Arabia are expected, first; to impact negatively the economies of 
oil-producing countries as they need higher oil prices to balance their budgets. For example, 
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Saudi Arabia, the world's largest crude exporter needs $91 per barrel on average to balance its 
government budget this year, Algeria needs $109 per barrel on average and Libya around $100 per 
barrel to balance its budget this year. Second, it is expected that global oil storage facilities both 
on land and offshore could overflow forcing production shutdowns. This likelihood has 
prompted energy companies to revisit their projects for the next two years, especially those 
projects that pertain to upstream activities including exploration, drilling, and extraction as well 
as new project developments that have been scheduled to start this year.  One should also add to 
the overall context, delays in vital maintenance across the oil and natural gas industries due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. Restrictions on the number of contractors on rigs, pipelines, and 
production facilities force companies to delay work. 
 
This reality attributed to the coronavirus pandemic has a direct effect on exploration and 
development of energy resources, energy partnerships and operations of facilities in the East 
Mediterranean. This is particularly evidenced in Egypt where liquefaction and export of natural 
gas has stopped to reduce expenses in light of the evolving economic strains caused by the 
pandemic. Liquefaction has stopped in both Egyptian facilities in Damietta and Idku. The Italian-
Spanish company of Union Fenosa Gas and the Egyptian government that are operators of the 
Damietta liquefaction plant have failed to reach a settlement to re-operate the facility, while the 
Idku liquefaction complex suspended back in March export of LNG shipments to its contractors 
because of low oil prices and a decline in demand attributed to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
But Egypt has taken the strategic decision interestingly to expand its gas production in the East 
Mediterranean in expectation that the pandemic will pose only short-term obstacles and 
economic problems. So, as announced recently by the Egyptian Ministry of Petroleum, 
production of gas has started from a well in the super-giant Zohr gas field’s Shorouk concession 
block with a production capacity of around 390 million cubic feet of gas per day and from a well 
in the Baltim South West concession area in the Nile Delta with a production capacity of 140 
million cubic feet of gas per day.  
 
Egypt aims to overcome challenges and create opportunities during the coronavirus pandemic 
and through expansion of production in the Zohr gas field’s Shorouk concession and elsewhere 
of course, Cairo manages to avoid economic losses related to wages and maintenance of 
equipment in the absence of production in exploration areas. And, in addition to that, production 
in the Shorouk concession block that lies on the common Egyptian-Cypriot maritime border that 
was delimitated in 2003 sends strong signals to regional countries like Turkey, protects Egyptian 
energy exploration and development rights and enhances Egyptian influence in the East 
Mediterranean.   
  
The Egyptian strategy to cement its regional energy interests coincides at a time that Turkey 
intends to proceed with oil and gas drilling activities in areas specified in the Memorandum of 
Understanding on the delimitation of maritime boundaries that was signed in November 2019 
between Turkey and the Tripoli-based Government of National Accord in Libya. The Turkey-
Libya Memorandum of Understanding ignores the sovereign rights of Egypt, Greece and Cyprus 
in the East Mediterranean and most importantly it ignores the geographical fact that Turkey and 
Libya have neither overlapping maritime zones nor common boundaries. 
 
The motives behind Turkey’s signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with Libya lie in 
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breaking its regional energy isolation and in gaining legal claims over maritime areas that the 
Eastern Mediterranean’s energy infrastructure, like the Eastern Mediterranean gas pipeline, will 
have to cross. Turkey’s oil and gas exploration quest expands from west of Cyprus to the southeast 
of the Greek island of Crete and the offshore waters of Libya but it is doubtful that Ankara can 
turn this quest into tangible profit simply because of the inevitable Turkish economic slowdown 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. It is expected however that Turkish drilling vessels will 
continue to operate illegally within Cyprus EEZ as means of maintaining Turkey’s political 
interests in the regional energy race. Of course, Turkish illegal actions do not go unnoticeable.  
 
The EU Foreign Affairs Council issued a statement on May 15th condemning Turkey’s illegal 
drilling activities with the Yavuz vessel within Cyprus EEZ as well as Turkish violations of Greek 
airspace and territorial waters. Turkey’s regional illegal activities have also prompted reaction 
from a block of five countries consisted of the UAE, Egypt, Cyprus, Greece, and France that 
condemned Turkey for violating Cypriot waters and Greek airspace. 
 
What is also quite interesting to see is how the coronavirus pandemic affects the energy programs 
of Greece and Cyprus. In the midst of the pandemic, Greece proceeded with the ratification in 
parliament of the international agreement that foresees the construction of the East 
Mediterranean gas pipeline that will stretch for almost 1.900 km off Israel’s and Cyprus gas 
reserves and will reach Otranto in Italy via Crete and mainland Greece. The pipeline will also 
provide Greece with a gateway for its own yet-to-be-discovered gas from fields in southwest and 
west of Crete. A study on the East Mediterranean gas pipeline project showed that the link is 
feasible, even though it presents technical challenges due to the deep and ultra-deep 
waters involved and an economic estimated cost of 6.2 billion euro. The pipeline’s near-term 
economics look challenging if one bases the pipeline project on the spot market of today and not 
in the context of a long-term liquefied natural gas export option.  
 
In addition to that, in early May, the Greek parliament proceeded with the adoption of new 
regulations that set clear rules for the protection of the environment, and at the same time, slash 
red tape and allow for oil and gas exploration in a way that investment plans are not stuck in the 
drawer.  
 
In the regional setting and despite the coronavirus pandemic, Greek energy medium-sized 
company Energean Oil & Gas proceeded smoothly with operations related the 
Floating, Production, Storage and Offloading vessel that sailed away from the COSCO yard in 
China in early April and currently is in Singapore, where the topsides will be integrated, before 
the completed FPSO vessel is towed to the Karish field in Israel for installation and hook-up. In 
other words, Energean has proceeded without serious delays in terms of time with the FPSO 
vessel that is considered a significant piece of infrastructure in the region because it substitutes 
high-cost undersea pipelines. At the same time, proven resources at the Karish North field are 
some 32% ahead of what was initially expected, having enabled the Greek energy company to 
convert 0.6 bcm/yr of contingent contracts into firm ones. 
 
The challenges of the coronavirus pandemic on the course of energy exploration and 
development programs can be found in Cyprus where American Exxon Mobil announced 
recently that it will delay along with Qatar Petroleum the verification drilling in Block 10 within 
Cyprus EEZ until September 2021. Initial estimates have showed that Glaucus target in Block 10 
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could contain between 5 to 10 trillion cubic feet of gas. The gas potential of the Glaukus target 
along with promising quantities in other blocks within Cyprus EEZ are important and they have 
set the basis to look into the prospect of an LNG plant in Cyprus. Likewise, the French-Italian 
consortium of Total and Eni have reportedly decided to delay drilling operations on 3 wells 
planned for this year and 6 wells planned for the next two years within Cyprus EEZ. Overall, 
energy majors seem to adopt an inward-looking policy due to the coronavirus pandemic and the 
collapse of oil prices.   
 
But as the pandemic is expected to diminish over time, like-minded regional countries that are 
currently at various stages of energy development need to proceed with active diplomacy and 
coalition building to design a grand strategy that will transform the economies of the region for 
the benefit of current and future generations. 
 
 
17. Dr. Elai Rettig 
Israel Institute Teaching Fellow, Washington University in St. Louis  
 
Good afternoon everyone from St. Louis, Missouri. I'm going to give a brief talk about how the 
pandemic has affected Israel's energy sector, or at least the goals for the next five years. I'm going 
to start from the end, from the conclusions. 
 
Israel has two, or the Israeli Ministry of Energy has two main goals for the next decade. One is to 
develop its gas sector by finding clients to actually buy the gas, getting more companies to look 
for new gas fields in its exclusive economic zone, and increasing domestic consumption, and also 
competition in lowering the price, creating a domestic gas market in Israel. 
 
The second goal that the Ministry of Energy has long-term is to introduce more renewables to 
the electricity mix to replace coal, but also not to be too dependent on natural gas, because if 
something happens to one of the few natural gas fields, whether for technical reasons or nefarious 
reasons, then there needs to be sufficient backup, and that backup would ideally be from 
renewables. 
 
The way that the pandemic has affected these two goals is that they were questionable from the 
first place, the idea that Israel can actually meet these goals for the next five to ten years. They're 
even more compromised following the pandemic and mainly because of the crash in oil and gas 
prices that the pandemic has caused. So I'm going to share with you a few maps to explain what 
I mean by this and what are the conclusions to draw. 
 
So first, it's important to understand that Israel doesn't really have many more countries to export 
the gas to, and even less so when gas prices are low. So right now, Israel has around 870 billion 
cubic meters (bcm) of natural gas reserves, 400 of them are for export. Israel has only managed 
so far to sell about 30% of the gas it has for exports: 85 bcm to Egypt, and 45 bcm to Jordan. So it 
still has two thirds - most of its gas - to find the client for.  
 
Now, the Turkish option is kind of off the table for various reasons, political mostly. The second 
and kind of the one that was mentioned a lot during this conference is the East Med pipeline, 
which hasn't been feasible from the get go in terms of the economics of it, and definitely in terms 
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of engineering challenges, etc. It is even less feasible when gas prices are so low. So in order to 
make the East Med pipeline economic, the gas that Israel sells through it to Europe needs to be 
around, according to different assessments, 7 dollars, even 8 dollars, depending on how much 
cost overruns this pipeline will cause. Just for comparison, the spot market for gas in Europe - 
this is the spot market, usually it's a higher price than natural gas through long-term contract 
through pipeline - even the spot market in the past two years has been lower than what Israel 
can sell its gas to. 
 
And definitely, since the pandemic it has gone down from 6.5 dollars two years ago to 4.9 dollars 
- now its 2 dollars. The Israeli and American gas companies just can’t be competitive right now 
for the European gas market. And so I don't see anyone investing in the East Med pipeline 
anytime soon. 
 
For this reason, Israel has a really big difficulty actually finding private companies to come and 
look for the gas fields. 
 
It's hard enough as it is. Domestic gas market is saturated. There's no new customers to actually 
sell the gas to right now. And there's also a lot of geopolitical problems. You can say these 
problems also exist in Lebanon, but Lebanon managed to get Eni and Total to buy licensing, and 
Israel couldn't. So there's a lot of geopolitics obviously involved in this, and this makes things 
even worse because less companies are putting money into new gas exploration. And so Israel 
doesn't really have anything to expect in the next at least a year or two in terms of getting new 
companies to come and look. And I would argue even five years and more. 
 
This is not necessarily a bad thing. Because the East Mediterranean needs to stop looking at itself 
as a gas-exporting region and needs to seriously start looking at itself as a gas-consuming region. 
Most of the gas that's already found and is going to be found in the region is going to be consumed 
domestically. It has to. Definitely in the prices that we predict in the next five years. And the 
region is not even close to its potential. Israel with 12 bcm has a lot more potential to use its 
natural gas for industry, for petrochemicals, for public transportation. But for various regulations 
and bureaucratic reasons is very, very slow to actually implement it in anything other than 
electricity. But it can get there and it should get there. 
 
Definitely the biggest potential is Egypt. Egypt only consumes 50 bcm of gas. Keep in mind, it 
has ten times the population of Israel, but only five times its gas consumption. So it has a lot to 
grow. And that would be, if Egypt actually manages to stabilize economically, that will be the 
main source of gas consumption in this region, that's how the region needs to think about it - 
developing new ways to use its own gas. 
 
The second goal that Israel has is to introduce renewables. That's a problem. Israel has a lot to 
be proud of when it comes to solar. It has these amazing projects going on. Israelis are also early 
adopters and they're very quick to install solar PV panels on the rooftops. But even with all of the 
advancement that Israel has in terms of solar, it's still just 2.4% of its electricity mix. 
 
And solar has a lot of way to go when it comes to technology. And then the next few years, it will 
be even more difficult because the price of alternatives, of fossil fuels, of oil and natural gas and 
coal have dropped so low, it makes even less economic sense to put so much money into 
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renewables.  
 
Right now, Israel has a goal of 30 by 30: 30% renewables by 2030. Why it came to that number? 
It's a pretty random number. It's mainly based on the European Union’s goal of 30% electricity 
mix from the renewables by 2030. 
 
The problem is, Israel is not in the condition that the European Union is. Because the European 
Union, when it says renewables, it means a bunch of things. It mainly means hydro, and wind, 
and biomass. Biomass is just a fancy way of saying burning wood - for some reason the European 
burns wood and calls it renewables. Solar, even in Germany - the bellwether of renewables - solar 
is just 7.7% at its peak of the electricity mix in Germany. For the rest of Europe, it's even lower - 
solar is just 3.8%. 
 
Israel, all it has is solar. It doesn't have hydro because hydro is not dependent on technology - it's 
dependent on geography. And winds, Israel doesn't have a lot of wind, only in the Golan Heights 
and not a lot of land to do it. 
 
So it's mainly solar. And solar is nowhere near 30% of any country’s electricity mix with today's 
technology. 
 
And so there's a lot of security advantages and investing in renewables, decentralizing the power 
grid, etc., especially in a context of a missile attack that Israel sometimes finds itself. But 30% is 
not really a feasible goal and even less so now that the pandemic has lowered the price of the 
alternatives of fossil fuels. 
 
So these are the main two goals: developing the domestic gas market and developing renewables. 
Both of them are compromised and will be delayed due to the pandemic. 
 
So I'm looking forward to your questions. And again, thank you for having me. 
 
 
18. Dr. Elie Friedman 
Senior Lecturer and Head of the Communication Division, the Department of Multidisciplinary 
Studies, Ashkelon Academic College 
 
I will speak a few minutes about how coronavirus have affected the social, political and economic 
stability within Israel specifically, and maybe I’ll put that a little bit into a regional context.  
 
Israel’s an interesting case because coronavirus arrived at a very precarious time for Israel in 
terms of its political map at the time. As maybe you’ve followed, Israel has had three elections in 
the last year. And when corona started to spread and become a threat in the Middle East, and in 
Europe, and in the West, this was right at the time when there were very difficult negotiations 
following the third election. It was not clear that the government would be formed, and there 
was a possibility that there could be a fourth election. And ironically, in some ways in Israel 
coronavirus actually brought about political stability in some ways, because it gave the politician, 
the head of White and Blue party Benny Gantz the impetus, or the excuse, some may say, to 
basically renege on his promise not to sit in a government under the premiership of Benyamin 
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Netanyahu, because Netanyahu has three indictments against him for various corruption 
scandals, and he will be starting the trial, actually, later this month, towards the end of May.  
 
But because there was an emergency situation, or at least supposedly an emergency situation, 
Gantz was able to, or decided to basically give in on that election promise and create a unity 
government, which they’ve called a national emergency government, where Netanyahu will be a 
prime minister for a year and a half and Gantz will be prime minister after eighteen months for 
another year and a half. We will see if that actually happens. There is a lot of skepticism whether 
that rotation will actually take place. But this resulted in a reshuffling of a political map. The Blue 
and White party led by Gantz split into two when the Yair Lapid’s faction decided not to join. 
But ironically, in a way the coronavirus created a sense of political stability, for two reasons. 
Gantz couldn’t take the idea of having some level of responsibility to pushing Israel toward the 
fourth election under the given situation where the economy’s in a terrible situation, the 
coronavirus causing many sick people, many deaths, the health system being under pressure. 
This was right at the height of the virus. Now things have calmed down to some extent and some 
of the restrictions are loosened as the numbers have been contained. But the emergency situation 
did seem quite acute in March and April which created a situation where there would be this 
kind of political stability, whether you like it or not. Many think that Gantz made a huge mistake, 
and basically those who voted against Netanyahu, that their votes have been somehow taken 
towards supporting at least for the first eighteen months a Netanyahu-run government.  
 
So on the political level, the ongoing chaos which has existed for the last year, basically, has been 
ended, and there is some sense of political stability. It’s not very clear what the real policy of this 
government will be, it’s predominantly a right-wing religious government aside from Gantz’s 
party which is more centrist. But it’s a little bit hard to say what their policy will be at this point. 
Their first order of business is obviously dealing with coronavirus and they are trying to get the 
economy back in a positive direction after all the economic fallout of the coronavirus.  
 
If we look at the economic fallout, one of the things that the government has been praised for, at 
least in some circles, is that quite early there was a big shut down here in terms of stopping 
international travel, shutting down businesses, shutting down schools, and really making people 
very much constricted to their homes or to a 100-meter radius from their homes. And everything 
was very much shut down for quite a period. Now, they’ve been opened up, but of course this has 
had a massive effect on the economy, and the fallout from it - we haven’t reached the end of it, 
obviously, this will last for a period of time - there are forecasts that approximately 70,000 
businesses in Israel are forecasted to close by the end of the year. It’s quite an astounding number, 
specifically small businesses are being affected drastically. Israel is to a large extent a service-
based economy, so all of these kinds of service-based industries, like restaurants, the tourism 
industry, hotels and everything that’s associated with that have been deeply, deeply affected by 
coronavirus. It’s very hard to see how this will end in terms of the long-term effect on the 
economy. There are grants being provided for small business and approximately a million people 
are now on unemployment insurance – this is a country of only nine million citizens. So it’s quite 
astounding in terms of the economic ramifications. But Israel has a reasonable social security 
safety net, where even if the bureaucracy is taking time and people are quite frustrated by that, I 
think the social security system will allow people to survive this period, even if many businesses 
will go under and people will have to rethink their economic possibilities. I don’t personally 
foresee the economic instability causing political instability. I don’t see a situation where people 
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will take to the streets and call for an overthrow of the government. It’s not really in our DNA 
like maybe there have been in various surrounding countries, like with the Arab Spring, and 
issues like that where socio-economic policies or corruption and these kind of things caused 
people to depose of the government, or a president, or a leader. I don’t see that happening here. 
People may take to the streets and demand various benefits but I don’t see it getting out of 
control.  
 
In terms of the geopolitical situation, in many ways the coronavirus has resulted, at least 
temporarily, in kind of a safer security situation. This is not just the case of Israel, but there’s 
been less terrorism, less missiles being shot from Gaza – there haven’t been any really in the last 
while. And I think that this is a part of a global trend. We’ve seen similar kind of “ceasefires” in 
various other locations where various countries and states and non-state actors are busy dealing 
with their own internal issues and not interested in getting involved in any kind of armed conflict.  
 
Now, there is something that’s not related to coronavirus, but we’ll see if maybe it is affected by 
the coronavirus, which is the so-called “Trump deal of the century”, which Israel, at least 
Netanyahu, is pushing within the new government to bring about legislation come July where 
settlements in the West Bank and the Jordan Valley will be annexed to Israel. The Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo – the US secretary of state – was just here yesterday and discussing these 
issues with our political leadership. This can lead to various scenarios, it’s very hard to say, but 
the worst possible case scenario is massive civil unrest among the Palestinians, strong 
condemnation, if not even worse from Arab countries that have peace agreements with Israel, 
specifically Jordan - there is a possibility, even a talk about the cancellation of the peace treaty. 
It’s very hard to say how this will play out, but it’s definitely a potentially explosive issue that 
could impact Israel’s relations with its neighbors on a geostrategic level. 
 
This has been more of an internal issue in Israel, but it does in some way relate to the Israeli-
Arab conflict or the Jewish-Arab relations. Because in Israel there is a very high proportion of 
medical workers, doctors, nurses, maiden staff at the hospitals who are from the Arab sector, or 
Arabs, there’s been a kind of a recognition among the Jewish public of the importance, of 
recognizing the role, the positive role that the Arab sector has in Israeli society. And there’s been 
to some extent a better cooperation, a higher amount of respect just on a person-to-person level 
between the Jews and Arabs in Israel, and even to some extent between Israel and the Palestinians 
in terms of cooperating in certain ways to fight coronavirus.  
 
So we have a bit of a mixed bag in Israel in terms of how coronavirus will affect the situation. The 
economic situation is going to take a while to recover. Israel is very much an export-based 
economy in terms of exporting to Europe and to other places, be it high-tech, be it agriculture 
and so forth, so this is obviously extremely affected by transport and movement issues that have 
been impacted by corona. So the economic picture does look somewhat bleak, but politically 
things will probably be rather stable here, at least from the perspective of the impact of 
coronavirus.  
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19. Professor Costas Melakopides 
Associate Professor (retd), University of Cyprus  
 
I will begin by sincere thanks to the organizers for this opportunity to exchange views and 
insights on this global tragedy of COVID-19. 
 
My contribution will be confined in the first instance - today that is - to a few theses about Cyprus, 
Greece and Turkey that I would like to develop on 27 May. 
 
The first thesis is that for Cyprus and Greece, this tragedy was contained in unexpectedly low 
levels, unexpected by many people, and many circles rushed to claim that Greece has not been 
sincere in the presentation of its numbers, but rather was cooking the figures in order to mislead 
the world and attract tourists for vacations to Greece. The truth is clearly that both Cyprus and 
Greece have trusted sophisticated scientists and started containing the virus as early as possible, 
being deaf to experimentation such as the one attempted initially by the UK and adopted in fact 
by Sweden later.  
 
The second point I want to make is that an immediate consequence of the first paragraph is that 
both the Greeks of Greece and the ones of Cyprus have acquired a solid sense of pride as a result 
of this success, because the success really amounts to a place of Cyprus and Greece at the top of 
the statistics during the fight against COVID-19. And of course, the respect that has been given, 
showered on scientists, also reflected on respect of political leadership in both Cyprus and 
Greece. Some could say it’s not very easy because, especially in Greece after so many years of 
domestic political infighting, and in Cyprus because of the extreme conflicts that are associated 
primarily with the Cyprus question, this feeling of public respect and the popularity of the 
government is rather a newly gained achievement.  
 
So the respect has been also extended to the campaign that has been so successful as to convince 
the people of Cyprus and Greece to respect the rules, regulations, and expectations of the 
scientific community which was handling this extremely dangerous and actually at times 
nightmarish problem. 
  
So the respect has been extended to the international media. There is, for instance, a New York 
Times article published on the 26th April which I recommend to our colleagues because the issue 
that is handled from many perspectives introduced also the comments by ordinary people who 
said they didn’t expect that they had a state after all. The respect for the handling by the 
government and the scientists (inaudible) the political elites has been widespread.  
 
The next point has to be attached to the medical, the nursing and the associated personnel, all 
of who demonstrated outstanding commitment to their professional duties and human 
obligations. 
 
Similarly pronounced has been the sense of pride, because there was the falsification of the facile 
stereotype that the Greeks of both Cyprus and Greece are undisciplined, egotistical and therefore 
even anti-social. In reality, the falsification has been absolute, as the statistics clearly 
demonstrate. 
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Next point is that as a first political implication we are already noticing that both governments 
in Cyprus and Greece have reached high popularity levels thanks to their handling of the 
pandemic. Especially in Greece, for which there has been a series of recent opinion polls, it has 
been recorded that Kyriakos Mitsotakis - the new prime minister who has been a prime minister 
for almost a year but not yet a year - has been accepted impressively with percentages reaching 
40-42%, giving them probably self-sufficient majority in the next Greek elections. Incidentally, 
or rather by implication, there has been serious discussion in Greece these days about the high 
probability of a government decision to hold national elections quite soon. 
 
The next point, however, starts becoming convoluted and admittedly is attracting the interest 
but also the anxiety of Cypriots and Greeks, and it has to do with the connection between Cyprus 
and Greece on the one hand, and their conflict with a neighbor that is euphemistically called 
‘nervous’, that if one is to become bold, one can say that this is an extremely problematic neighbor 
that Greece has been experiencing for decades. But the last few years, and especially the last few 
months, have become unbearably dangerous and generating very deep anxieties.  
 
What does that mean? Many people may have heard, of course, that instead of concentrating on 
therapies and the confrontation with the virus, Erdogan and his government in Ankara have been 
confused for a long period of time, unable to decide what to do in scientific terms. In fact, it was 
depressingly obvious that the people were not informed as to measures to confront the virus, and 
they were turning to perfumes and various old wives’ medicines in order to confront this disaster.  
 
So the situation that has been developing now for month in confrontations with Turkey has taken 
a rather a macabre tone. Because after the events at Evros - the events at the border of Greece 
and Turkey in the north attracted international opinion, so I’m sure the colleagues who will be 
with us on the 27th will be familiar to some extent. But I would like to suggest that unfortunately, 
the events at the Evros River were directly associated with the COVID-19 disaster, because the 
government of Erdogan – it has been proven now without any reservation – the government 
manipulated sending literally thousands of basically immigrants to that spot, having opened their 
border to Greece, but having given an ambiguous and easy to mislead note to the people, or 
“advice”, that the borders are open. And this was sufficient to make them think that the borders 
to Europe were open, as opposed to Turkey’s borders to Europe.  
 
So the disaster that occurred there was not only the human misery because of the anxiety, 
because of the exchange of very serious accusations. The mobilization of the Greek police but 
also units of the army in order to stop the thousands of people who were pushing the border to 
enter illegally, of course, into Europe by entering Greece, all this disaster admittedly caused 
misery, but also caused an additional problem.  
 
The problem is that the machine of propaganda and misinformation from Ankara - allow me to 
say that this for the Greeks and Cypriots has become a stereotype, a banal truth that the Turks 
are extremely competent in this field - and they’ve managed to feed the international media, even 
academics in serious universities with false information, allowing them to ignore COVID, and to 
ignore the legality of this affair, they pushed them to contemplate this crisis as a crisis in which 
Greece was violating the human rights of refugees. In fact, when (inaudible) case became public, 
for instance in the Guardian and other serious international media, it became obvious that those 
so-called refugees had no relationship with the Syrian refugees - which gave the opportunity to 
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Erdogan to claim the humanitarian aspect of these actions - but these people were proven to be 
basically from Afghanistan, Pakistan, and various northern African countries.  
 
All this, as you can understand, has created a very alarmist atmosphere in Greece and Cyprus. In 
Greece, basically, because the confrontation with Cyprus is continuing, again, this fight, the 
misery that has enveloped the entire planet, the confrontation of Turkey with Cyprus has taken 
the form of sending drilling ships in the exclusive economic zone of Cyprus. And as you may 
know, but perhaps not all colleagues know, this activity is so illegal that it is mind-boggling that 
Turkey claims that every act it is doing is conforming to international law. It is very diabolical, if 
I may say so, that Turkey is using the terms “according to international law” whenever it violates 
crudely the principles of international law.  
 
So, in the case of Cyprus, Turkey is continuing the threats and the violation of sovereignty and 
the sovereign rights of Cyprus – of course its sovereignty has been violated through the invasion 
and occupation that is holding still since 1974 – but the violation of the sovereign rights in the 
EEZ is continuing unabated.  
 
As regards Greece, it’s a very large chapter to discuss, but the provocations by Turkey are daily. 
And the hypothesis that this continuously warring people is the hypothesis of very serious 
analysts who have been inclined to conclude that the external defeats of Erdogan - some major 
and some minor - defeats of Erdogan and his foreign policy, but also his domestic failures which 
have now included, first, the handling of the economy for some months, if not couple of years, 
and currently also the COVID-19, these failures are feared by Greek analysts of respectability to 
lead to some desperate efforts to counteract the loss of prestige and popularity.  
 
Talking about the intimidation and bullying by Turkey does not mean anymore that Greece is 
terrified as it used to be. The success at Evros has given the Greeks – of Cyprus as well, because a 
group of Cypriot policemen, about one hundred, if I’m not mistaken joined the Greeks at Evros 
and created a family of defenders of the sovereignty and dignity of both Greece and Europe. And 
therefore the mobilization of especially the Greek forces, and the successes in preventing this 
devious invasion - which is of course carried out also on the Greek islands of the eastern Aegean, 
as most of the students and observers of international relations know – the success in confronting 
this invasion has given further confidence to those who are handling these matters. And 
therefore, without creating the impression that the whole thing is a successful story – there are 
obviously dilemmas, there are confrontations regarding some measures concerning the 
economy, measures to confront the implications of the virus, the implications on the economy, 
which of course in the case of Greece and Cyprus are fundamentally related to tourism.  
 
But I’d like to suggest at the end that this self-confidence that was gained because of the events 
I’ve just enumerated in passing, this self-confidence I’m sure is being noticed in Ankara. And an 
optimistic feeling that could be shared is that Turkey may not, after all, begin an adventure that 
would be so costly to both Greece and Turkey, and therefore by extension Cyprus as well.  
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III. DISCUSSION SESSION 
 
Andrew Lambert: If I’m chairing today, I should really introduce myself and say something 
about who I am. I'm not just Captain Birdseye sitting in the corner handing out fish fingers. I'm 
actually an air force officer from a long way back. I joined the air force straight from school but I 
was very fortunate. I studied at Cambridge University where I did a Master of Philosophy degree 
about halfway through my air force career. I've been involved with Cambridge and indeed other 
universities ever since. But you’ll be interested in some of my command appointments. I 
commanded the squadron in operations over the Balkans, I then went as a group captain to 
command the no-fly zone over Iraq, spent a year there looking after the Kurds in northern Iraq, 
flying out of Turkey. And more recently, my last appointment was the British air command in 
Turkey during the invasion of Iraq in 2003. As I’m sure you recall, I was prevented from going 
there for various reasons by the Turks. I do have an interest in the region and I shall tell you that 
I've also flown on many occasions out of Akrotiri area, RAF Akrotiri. So that’s basically my 
repertoire and my history.  
 
Before I set off and let everybody have their piece, I just want to set a context a little bit and make 
you just think in certain terms. So if you'll excuse me, I want to go through a couple of points. If 
we look at plagues in the past, and we can look at any number of plagues, but I just want to 
mention a few of them to you. There was of course the Athenian plague that took place in 430 
BC, which essentially was caused by the Periclean strategy and which indeed killed Pericles. Had 
he lived, one wonders whether the Syracuse expedition would have taken place.  
 
And there's the Justinian plague of 542 AD, where Justinian was trying to reunite the Eastern 
Empire with the Western Empire. The plague took away so many people that ultimately he was 
unable to do so which gave the Lombards, the Vandals, and the Visigoths a free hand in the rest 
of Europe. (inaudible) changed had the plague not occurred.  
 
Let me come on to the Black Death, and most people know that in Europe as a whole a feudal 
system collapsed as a result of the Black Death. And arguably, the Black Death also calls the 
Vikings to withdrawal from Greenland and stop their expeditions to the New World.  
 
So some quite serious ramifications. And if we look at the most recent plague, the Spanish flu of 
1918-1919, that to a large extent collapsed the US economy. It brought on a demand by the United 
States for repayment of its loans and reparations and slowly but surely hastened the Great 
Depression.  
 
In India, of course, the plague had a devastating effect and caused many Indians to die, caused a 
huge outbreak of famine, and arguably brought on a tendency to question authority, and even 
threatened the collapse of the British Empire.  
 
What I'm really saying is that out of plagues come change. But of course, this is a strange world 
because in any form of change, in any form of revolution, there are always losers, but there are 
also winners. And I would like to think today who are all the losers and who are likely to be the 
winners. So the change is likely. And the problem we have is we don't really know who's going to 
lose and who's going to win. Where’s the change going to originate? Is it going to be in South 
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America? Is it perhaps going to be in Africa? Or is it going to be in the Middle East? And these 
are issues that we just don't know.  
 
Anyway, that sets the scene. And I would like now to call on the first of the people. And I’m sorry 
I missed it who it was that has failed yet so far to be able to give their presentation. So I'll pass it 
back to Christian to say who is it you want to come on next. And I hope you’ve found that 
introduction somewhat useful. Thank you.  
 
George Pelaghias: Thank you Andrew. Our first speaker is Professor Onn Winckler of the 
Department of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies at Haifa University who will be speaking on 
the impact of the coronavirus on the Egyptian and Jordanian economies.  
 
Onn Winckler4: Thank you very much. Hello everybody. The coronavirus, as is well-known, 
severely harmed world-wide economy. In 2020, it seems that there will not be even one country 
globally that will succeed to achieve a positive GDP growth. Specifically in the case of Jordan and 
Egypt, in addition to the normal harms of the coronavirus due to the slowdown of the overall 
economic activities, four unique factors are harming these two economies even further. This is 
because these four factors that will be examined below not only represent a large segment of the 
overall economic activities of these two countries, but they are the major foreign currency source.  
 
The first, of course, is the tourism sector. Prior to the onset of the coronavirus crisis, Jordan’s 
tourism (inaudible) was second (inaudible) largest hard currency earner amounting to 6.2 billion 
dollars in 2019. In the case of Egypt, although the tourism activity has largely declined following 
the collapse of Mubarak's regime in early 2011, in years since 2017 the Egyptian tourism industry 
started to recover. In 2018, Egypt’s international tourism (inaudible) amounted to almost 13 billion 
dollars, only 10% less than in 2010 - the last year of Mubarak's regime. According to the Egyptian 
official sources, the monthly damage of the coronavirus to the Egyptian international tourism 
sector amounted to more than 1 billion dollars.  
 
The second factor of course is the financial aid of the oil-rich Arabian Gulf states to Egypt and 
Jordan. As is well-known, the deep decline of oil prices, to less than 20 dollars per barrel - 
yesterday it was more than 30 but it will remain low, that is everybody’s expectation - since the 
onset of the Arab Spring in 2010 - almost a decade ago - both Egypt and Jordan are largely 
dependent on the Gulf financial support. Overall, since 2011 and until 2019, the GCC financial aid 
to Egypt amounted to a huge amount of 92 billion dollars, on an annual level of more than 10 
billion.  
 
In the case of Jordan, the GCC aid amounted to 3.6 billion during 2012-2016 and they're following 
the massive strike in June and again in December 2018. The Saudi and the Emirates financial aid 
to Jordan increased to 2.5 billion annually.  
 
It should be taken into consideration that the low oil prices will continue in the foreseeable future 
as well. According to the forecast, it will remain in that level - less than 35 at least - for the next 
year. Hence, the ability of the oil-rich Gulf countries to continue with the massive financial 
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support for both Egypt and Jordan is quite uncertain, of course due to the decline of oil export 
revenue.  
 
The third unique factor is the (inaudible) remittances. Prior to the coronavirus crisis, (inaudible) 
remittances constituted major hard currency source for both Egypt and Jordan. In the case of 
Egypt - 27 billion dollars last year, in the case of Jordan - 4.5 billion dollars. However, the health 
of the worldwide economy and of course in the GCC, in the Gulf countries this amount is not 
sure anymore. So these two countries are heavily dependent on the (inaudible) remittances and 
the amount will decrease. I don't know – but it certainly will decrease. 
 
The fourth and the last factor is of course the US aid to both Egypt and Jordan. During 2016-2017, 
the US financial aid amounted to 1.5 billion to Jordan and 1.4 billion to Egypt. For the next five 
years of the 2018-2022 it will remain 1.4 billion to each of them. But the US economy is in a very 
difficult situation currently, so these two countries have a problem. So their future economic 
situation is uncertain, and it doesn’t look good.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Excellent. Thank you very much indeed. Are there any questions that people 
want to ask right at this stage? Questions over facts, questions over something you haven't 
understood? Ok. Christian, who was the next person that we had that we didn’t manage to get 
the recording? 
 
George Pelaghias: Professor Winckler, thank you very much. Our next speaker is Mr. Tzevy 
Mirkin who will be talking to us about Russian naval activities with corona and without.  
 
Tzevi Mirkin5: My presentation will be a little wider than the naval activities. I’ll begin with 
general. The main problem with the issue of Russian corona is with many questions and answers. 
Even the official statistics are very, I would say, (inaudible). In accordance to official data that 
was published by the Russian Health Ministry this morning, it's about 370,000 of corona events 
in Russia. There are a few thousands of people dead. But the main problem is that nobody knows 
what the real situation is. Most of the corona tests are concentrated in central cities. So not even 
the Russian authorities know what really happens outside of five-six central metropolises. There 
are few regions, for example the North Caucasus region, that in accordance to the information, 
unofficial sources, the percent of people that has coronavirus is extremely high, even gets close 
to a few thousands of the total population of the regions. In the coming weeks the Russian 
authorities also intend to cancel most of the quarantine measures because of the mostly 
economic reasons. So my evaluation is that the current situation hasn’t peaked and it will be 
much more serious.  
 
And now, concerning the military activities. Nobody knows really what happens with corona in 
Russian army in general, and in Russian navy in particular. The military leadership declares that 
the situation is okay, everything is under control, even one of the nice news was that yesterday 
Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu reported to Putin that in July the Russian army will develop their 
vaccine against corona. And the Russians try to go on with - at least till now - military activities 
in a usual way, such as there is no corona. They conducted few exercises since the beginning of 
the pandemic. They conducted the planned move of the forces. Just in this weeks they made a 
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planned rotation of the naval forces in the Eastern Mediterranean and even strengthened their 
naval goal by Moskva missile cruiser that usually is based in Sevastopol. And also they didn't 
cease the usual provocation activities against the neighbors, even in a few points - not in our 
region. They strengthened it.  
 
But it's a big question what will happen if the situation with coronavirus will be more serious, 
how it will influence the military activities.  
 
And the second factor is not related directly to corona, but it is budget problems because of the 
fall of the petrol prices, the Russians are in very serious problem. The level of the oil prices is 
lower than the minimum level that the Russian state budget is based on it. And when it comes 
together with the very serious economic damage because of corona, the question is if in the future 
the Russians will be able to finance their military activities. So till now it sounds that they don't 
intend to make any changes, even at the end of June is planned large military parade in Moscow. 
The parade will be conducted, but what will be the real activities and with the situation on the 
ground, that’s very hard to predict. So only one prognosis that I can make now, that I am almost 
sure of, is that the real peak of the epidemic in Russia didn't come yet.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that, very interesting. If I may add just one 
comment. I’ve read in yesterday's Financial Times - I don't know how many of you read the FT - 
that Russia has just deployed eight fast jets to Libya. Here is the interesting thing that on arrival 
in Libya they were all repainted to take out Russian national flags. So (inaudible) back to the 
Ukraine where lots of people were put into eastern part of Ukraine into the Donbas region not 
in military uniforms, but in some sort of unknown, undeniable activities where you couldn't tell 
where the “little green men” had come from. So I wonder if we're now going to see little green 
airplanes flying around the skies.  
 
Tzevy Mirkin: About “little green men” - and I didn't touch it because of the lack of time. But 
just yesterday I saw a few publications that I can say that the sources are trustable, that they have 
very serious problem in Libya in addition to all the failures of Marshal Haftar. There is 
information that Marshall Haftar refuses to pay to Wagner group for its services. Marshal Haftar 
doesn’t want to pay and there are business disagreements between him and between the 
Russians, so the question is if the business of the little green people in Libya will go on in such 
conditions.  
 
Andrew Lambert: So they will come home. Well, thank you very much indeed for that. Shall we 
now turn to going down the line of your online conference summaries and take it in turn? Is that 
the sequence you would like to do? Marios Evriviades will be on next and then we will turn to 
regional security and start with the question how will the pandemic affect the behavior of Russia 
and we’ll go on from there.  
 
George Pelaghias: We've had a request from “Undisclosed 1” to add something with regard to 
Lebanon before we start.  
 
Undisclosed 1: Thank you very much George and all the other guests. Let me just say a few words 
about Lebanon. You know, before COVID, Lebanon had a whole series of multiple challenges 
and severe problems. And COVID was really kind of the toxic icing on the cake, as it were. We’ve 
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had a general economic and financial collapse here due to a criminal operation by the political 
class, mainly, which has robbed the country over many years. We also had an uprising last 
October in 2019 which would have continued had it not been stopped by the COVID, but it will 
continue.  
 
We have had essentially Lebanon being hijacked by Hezbollah and Iran. And we now have a very 
serious problem with PGMs, meaning precision guided munitions that Hezbollah is working on 
under the cover of COVID. Both Iran is trying to advance its nuclear program and Hezbollah is 
trying to make its missiles more accurate. And so Lebanon also then faces the threat of a war 
should this continue. And unfortunately the information we have is that many of these so-called 
PGMs are being hidden in urban areas under schools, hospitals and so on, so in other words 
human shields are being used.  
 
Now, I can go on and on with the list of problems that Lebanon faces, but let me just add that 
lately we have kind of seen a vocalizing of what I would call Shiite triumphalism. It’s all based on 
a kind of an apocalyptic militant-inspired Mahdism, if I may use these terms. And lately certain 
voices (inaudible) Hezbollah is out of the question, (inaudible). As I was saying, a kind of militant 
Mahdism inspired by Shiism is now in the ascendancy and we have a number of voices in 
Lebanon, all of which are in one way or another affiliated to Hezbollah, coming out and saying 
things like federalism is not the way to go for Lebanon - although it's pretty obvious that any 
heterogeneous society should entertain that as an option - coming out and saying that the 
formula that created Lebanon in 1943, the deal between the Maronites and the Sunnis is now 
defunct and gone and something new has to take its place. So there's a certain air of defiance, of 
Shiite defiance right now.  
 
Now, whether all of this suggests strength or whether it is all a cover for weakness is rather 
difficult to determine. However you look at it, Hezbollah are not really very happy campers right 
now for a variety of reasons. Israel and the United States are pretty much on to their PGM 
activities. What they will do about this is another matter - I don't know. But just to wrap up my 
preliminary picture here on Lebanon, let me just say that the country is starved for dollars, we 
are under sanctions because of Hezbollah, and so ordinary Lebanese are the ones suffering, not 
Hezbollah. Lots of the existing dollars before were either siphoned out of the country by the 
criminal political class, or taken by Hezbollah, or smuggled to Syria and eventually to Iran. So 
that way the emigration will happen in big numbers once airports are open and chaos can 
obviously set in.  
 
So I can say that the coronavirus, the COVID challenge has simply compounded all of these pre-
existing issues in Lebanon. Thank you.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that very thoughtful intervention about 
Lebanon itself and the problems of Hezbollah and the criminal classes. Shall we now start going 
through giving everybody their six or seven minutes and then we can start? I think in the 
sequence Marios would like to come next.  
 
George Pelaghias: Yes Andrew, go ahead. 
 
Andrew Lambert: Marios, over to you. Are you happy to continue?  
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Marios Evriviades: Let me again say hello to everybody and welcome you and hope that we will 
survive this challenge that has been upon us for the last couple or three months. I'm going to be 
very brief. I'm going to just make a statement about what I think the future portents for the 
region of the Eastern Mediterranean. And let me make from the beginning a clarification that I 
will not be talking about basically what's happening around Cyprus, involving basically Cyprus, 
Egypt, Israel, Turkey, and of course Greece.  
 
Now, about the virus, about this corona, the only thing I draw from it is that everybody, 
individuals and countries, make a lot of plans. And we keep forgetting that events like this can 
come out of nowhere and we ignore them, every time we repeat our old ways. So I cannot make 
any predictions as to what the impact of the corona will be on the world. Our first speaker spoke 
specifically about its impact for example on Egypt and Jordan. The only thing I can say about it 
is that we have to guard against long-term planning that can be upended from one day to the 
next. I do recall the tsunami in Japan. And what struck me - and I've been talking about it to my 
students - is that we have Japan, a country that I think at the time was the second largest economy 
of the world, and within the space of a few days it could have disappeared. And that's shocking, 
and it's something that we should keep in mind when we lay out our plans, even as individuals 
or as states.  
 
Now, concerning where the Mediterranean is, I'm going to say something that is probably 
obvious to everybody since all of us are involved with the region. And that is events in the Eastern 
Mediterranean depend very much on what one country does, and that country is Turkey. And 
the problem with Turkish behavior is again very simple. I think almost every country in the region 
bordering the Mediterranean behaved in what we normally call an unexpected way. There are 
certain rules and regulations which are either based on customary law, on conventional law, on 
state to state acceptable behavior. And we have been having a country that refuses to play by the 
rules. Now, what we have been hearing from Turkey is that somebody wants to exclude Turkey 
from role in the Eastern Mediterranean. My point is very simple: nobody wants to exclude Turkey 
from a role in the Eastern Mediterranean. And the answer is: play by the rules and you are 
welcome to have whatever role you are entitled to according to customs, according to rules, 
according to regulations.  
 
And basically the point I'm making is that for a long, long time states in the international system 
behave in an anti-hegemonic way. In other words, when we have a country that tries to impose 
its rules and regulations in a way that is unacceptable, and the unacceptable way is by imposing 
it and not negotiating about it, eventually other countries will coalesce against it. And I think 
this has happened in the Eastern Mediterranean with the various meetings that have been taking 
place in the last few years, and especially with the Mediterranean Gas Forum, which one of the 
positive things in my estimation is also the participation of the Palestinian Authority in this 
cooperative effort. It may go nowhere, this effort. But still we have activity, we have action, we 
have negotiations, we have exchanges between countries, and that's the only way to proceed in 
a region like the Eastern Mediterranean. I do hope that countries like Lebanon - and I have heard 
the previous speaker, and the picture is not hopeful from what we have heard from our previous 
speaker - but I do hope that countries like Lebanon, and eventually Syria, will somehow join this 
activity. Again, I'm saying by what we are seeing the price of gas, then events that are taking place 
- it may not bring any action. But the fact that it exists is I think a very hopeful sign. 
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So I’ll end up by saying that Turkey is invited to join this action and things will look better in the 
future if Turkey does. If Turkey continues in its present situation, I think these are very bad 
omens for the region, and very bad omens for my country Cyprus, which is not a small state - it's 
a weak state. And it therefore seeks this kind of cooperation either through regional alliances or 
through membership in organizations like the UN, and especially like the European Union.  
 
Thank you very much.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that. Very thoughtful, if I may say so. Are 
there any questions that people would like to pose? I know Turkey is going to be a big issue with 
many people in the next few presentations, but is there something that anybody would like to 
say, or comment on, or ask questions about? Silence. Well, thank you very much indeed. I'm sure 
we’re going to return to the issue of Turkey and its predictability when we talk about Erdogan 
and elections and so forth. I wonder if we can now turn to look at some of the regional security 
aspects. And I’ll ask Colonel Lerman if he would like to pick us off next.  
 
Eran Lerman: We are in the midst - right now as we speak - in the midst of first-rate crisis 
because the turn of events around the Watiya airbase, the retreat of the LNA from the frontier. 
Confrontation around Tripoli actually needs to be read in Eastern Mediterranean terms as well 
as in local Libyan terms. Now, whether we admire field Marshal Khalifa Haftar or not is irrelevant 
to this discussion right now. And I can understand why some people would think of him in terms 
of both moral and professional limitations, so to speak. But having said so, this is by now a major 
victory, for the time being, for Erdogan’s intervention, and linked with the MoU on the Eastern 
Mediterranean and with the impact, among other things, of the pandemic on the other issues 
which are forcing Israel, Egypt, Greece, Italy to focus on other concerns. This is becoming a major, 
major challenge. Because if the MoU of November 19 between al-Sarraj and Erdogan becomes an 
applicable proposition, possibly the Turkish Navy goes out to actually impose and implement it, 
we may be facing a very serious challenge. It's true that the question of a pipeline seems off, not 
even on the backburner right now because of what happened to energy prices, and it's not only 
an immediate economic issue, but it still is very much a crucial strategic issue. And to some extent 
this is also happening against the background of the pandemic.  
 
Now, it's not as if there is no possible solution. A resolute international position which may bring 
together all the key international players, based on what we know already about operation IRINI 
of the EU and the (inaudible) position of the President of the United States is not necessarily of 
the administration as a whole on this Turkish adventure. And the position of rupture which we've 
already heard about, the deployment of MIGs 29s, etc., if our countries collectively - and here, 
paradoxically, this is the first time in a very long history that Israel finds itself in the same boat 
with Bashar al-Assad, not that we enjoy the company - but it is still something that Egypt, Israel, 
and Syria have a common interest in, which is an interesting observation in itself. We could bring 
together a robust position (inaudible) of this. We could leave Erdogan with a sense of 
achievement in the sense that he has saved the Sarraj government and Tripoli from being overrun 
by the LNA, but at the same time force him to disgorge, walk back from this geographic absurdity 
of the diagonal EEZ delineation which has become a crucial strategic test for the future of our 
region.  
 
We need to bear in mind, as I said, that our countries need to come together at the moment in 
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which many of them are distracted by the pandemic and by other factors: the Egyptian-Ethiopian 
problem, we have an Iranian problem - Lebanon is an Iranian problem - Greece is in a throes of 
a major challenge because of the collapse of the tourist industry, etc. We're all suffering. This 
should not distract us from the centrality of the challenge that we now face, and it's a challenge 
which has some very concrete solutions. And if we can bring, for example, Israeli and Hellenic 
influences to bear in Washington, I think we could help people to clear their minds about what 
needs to be done. Thank you.  
 
Andrew Lambert: May I just ask a question if I can? I wonder what mechanism or what process 
you would foresee to bring all these countries together to apply pressure on Turkey?  
 
Eran Lerman: First of all, there needs to be a structure of consultation, first of all within the 
tripartite summit structures of Cyprus, Egypt and Greece. Of course, for the Egyptians the idea 
of western neighbor run and dominated by Erdogan is a nightmare. All of this needs to happen 
between our countries. We hope that Italy which for years has been sympathetic to the Sarraj 
government has now turned around. They’ve taken command of the IRINI. Eastern 
Mediterranean Gas Forum countries should expand the span of attention from specific energy 
issues to security issues. And beyond that, they should bring their influence particularly, I would 
say, in Brussels where they are represented, where they have direct leverage, and in Washington. 
And once that happens, we need to bear in mind that in all of this, and to some extent because 
of the coronavirus, we also have a point of pressure open to us which is the very fragile state of 
the Turkish economy. The last I've heard they were basically looking at the bottom of the barrel 
in terms of their foreign currency reserves in the single-digit billions (inaudible) were coming in 
with some solutions. And we’ve noticed already that the man in the White House is not shy about 
using quite brutally that kind of leverage. So we need to bring that to bear, I think, not against 
Turkey, but against Erdogan’s adventurism - we need to be very clear in our minds. Even if it was 
legitimate for him to save the Sarraj government, it is not legitimate for him to treat, for example, 
the island of Crete as if it is thin air. And that actually I think is a position that can be upheld, it 
has already been upheld, even in Brussels. It's almost unbelievable how firm the EU has been 
given that the words “firm” and the “EU” rarely sit in the same seat.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Absolutely. Can we ask another question? Do you think that Libya as a unified 
state has a future, or should it break apart to Tripoli and Benghazi?  
 
Eran Lerman: Well, I don't see a unified state emerging because right now Haftar and the forces 
behind him, or even if there is an internal coup within the House of Representatives in Tobrouk 
and somebody else takes over from this individual and the later day incarnation of Scipio 
Africanus, even if that happens, they're not going to overrun the Misrata (inaudible) in the West. 
At the same time, I don't think Egypt will tolerate the emergence of a GNA-controlled state on 
their western border, given Erdogan’s influence. So there needs to be at least some kind of broad 
regional autonomy. Nominally it may stay one state but so do, if I may say so, so do Bosnia and 
a few other countries in the world which everybody knows are not unified countries. So whatever 
the fiction, the reality is going to be two governments.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Excellent. Well, thank you very much. Are there any questions from around 
the floor, if I can call it a floor? Yes, Tonia? 
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Antonia Dimou: Thank you for this excellent intervention Eran. You mentioned that the EU 
and the US can likely pressure Turkey to counter its so-called aggressiveness, gun-boat 
diplomacy, you can name it as you wish. But we have already seen the EU imposing a first and 
second package of restrictive measures against Turkey, and on the other side we have seen 
Washington and Congress in particular, the Congress passed this East Mediterranean Security 
and Energy Partnership Act of 2019 that is signed into law by the American president that is 
explicitly threatening Turkey with imposition of sanctions in case it proceeds with the 
deployment of the S400. Despite that, we have seen that Turkey has proceeded with the 
deployment of the Russian missile system. And, again, Turkey continues despite the restrictive 
measures and American Congress activity, we are seeing that Turkey is continuing to unfold its 
aggressive diplomacy throughout the region. So that said, what extra measures can Washington 
and Brussels take in order to really pressure Turkey and bring Turkey, as Marios said, to the table 
of dialogue?  
 
Eran Lerman: We may speculate on this. We don't know for certain what is the right level in 
which the AKP and Erdogan would feel that the cost of their policies already has exceeded the 
gains that they can make. But as I said, the Turkish economy seems rather fragile right now. 
Trump has already used effectively, on a secondary issue of this religious individual whom he 
wanted to be released, he has used his leverage in a fairly blunt fashion. The deal in northern 
Syria – it was at the end of the day a deal, because Rojava remains alive somehow and the Turks 
got not entirely all that they wanted. So the leverage does exist. But it certainly needs to be 
applied much more brutally.  
 
There are two differences, I would say, between Iran and Turkey on the question of sanctions, 
and even Iran is vulnerable to sanctions. One is that Turkey aspires to be one of the G20, it is 
very deeply interwoven into the international business structure. So it is more vulnerable, more 
potentially in the grip of pressure, if necessary, if it is uniformly and systemically applied.  
 
And the second thing is that the AKP has built its reputation all these years on economic growth, 
on delivering for the residents of the (Turkish name) bringing them from abject poverty into the 
lower middle class. We know that in Israel, because even at the height of the Mavi Marmara crisis 
when they were mumbling about military action, they never touched the trade between our two 
countries, which actually continued to grow in the midst of the crisis. It’s very important for 
Erdogan and the AKP to continue to base their political appeal on that. So I think Turkey is 
vulnerable if you put to it propositions that do not require Erdogan to publicly bend the knee. 
But I think that on this particular question of the Eastern Mediterranean delineation, that's not 
an issue on which if he gives way he would lose in his popularity. If he economically ruins the 
country, that will happen. So there needs to be a very blunt, very clear use of this instrument.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed, that’s very useful. I don’t know if you know, 
one of the things that was reported in the FT, I think it was today, it says – and I’ll probably get 
the figures wrong - but Turkey over the next twelve months owes in debts 184 billion dollars, but 
it only has something like 68 billion dollars in its bank. So that's a bit of a problem. 
 
Eran Lerman: That’s to say that 15 billion from Qatar will not fill the gap.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Exactly so. So it has a big problem, and of course the lira will continue to 
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decline over the time until it can find some benefactor who will give it enough money to pay off 
its debts. Either that or it will default. And that's an issue I do want to come back to later on in 
the discussion about what is now known as the “mountain of debt”, that is accruing across the 
Western and certainly many other countries. How will it be serviced? Let me leave that particular 
issue, I'm sure we will come back to Turkey again. But just to stick to the framework, I wonder if 
Ephraim Sneh… General Sneh, are you prepared to start talking now? 
 
Ephraim Sneh: I would like to make two comments. One is about the entire subject of the 
coronavirus and the region, and one specific about what's going on in Libya which will affect all 
of us. So one general comment. With all the deep respect that I have for the coronavirus, it didn’t 
change fundamentally the regional reality. It made many players weaker and poorer. Almost 
every country today is poorer and weaker than it was three months ago. I can say it about Israel. 
We have rate of unemployment 25% percent. But we have to bear in mind that even weaker, all 
the players didn't abandon their main basic strategy. And all the governments in the region, and 
outside the region, are committed to their grand strategy, to their main goals. Russia, with all the 
catastrophe that they have in these very days, will keep pursuing a strong grip, or strong military 
naval presence in the Eastern Mediterranean. Turkey will keep the effort, the quest, for hegemony 
and control over the flow of energy. Iran with its own dreams will continue, no matter what is 
the current damage today to the Iranian economy and to the Iranian society. They will keep 
pursuing regional hegemony. So we have to bear it in mind. Nothing basically has been changed.  
 
Many players are today facing huge social and financial and budgetary problems. A question is - 
and this leads me to the second comment - who will join hands. There is no stronger coalition 
than the coalition of the weak. When there are some weaker players, they have to create alliance. 
And this is what we have to do. All those who are standing in the same side of the fault line, on 
the regional fault line. It brings me to the second comment about Turkey. A very, I would say, 
serious and disappointing in Libya is not Turkish behavior. It is the feeble response of Europe 
and the international community, if it exists. And the military advantage that recently Tripoli 
gained is very dangerous. Because the MoU, as they call it, between Sarraj and Erdogan created 
an oblique barrier for flow of energy from the East Mediterranean. It affects Israel, Cyprus, Egypt, 
in a way Greece. And nobody says a word, and nobody does anything. So I will say very clearly 
and bluntly that the present imperative for the East Mediterranean countries is to bring about 
the military defeat of Tripoli. There is no other way. If thanks to a massive Turkish military 
involvement they are starting to move eastbound, the ability to cancel one day this MoU will be 
dimmer and dimmer. We will face a Mediterranean were our gas and the Cyprus gas at least, let 
alone the Egyptian gas, cannot be shipped to Europe if we don't ask the favor from the sultan. Is 
this the reality that we want to live in?  
 
So Dr. Lerman said that at least what is needed are consultations. Consultations are very easy. 
Action is needed. And this is the test for all of us. And rulers like Erdogan don't lose the sense of 
smelling weakness. And he smells weakness. And we don't have much time left to turn the wheel 
in Libya. 
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much for that. That’s a very thought-provoking point. You're 
painting a picture of there being a crisis now because the Libya situation, one that everybody is 
looking at but not doing very much about. And the question I have for everybody, not just for 
Ephraim, but for everybody is how can we get the great powers to see the depths of the crisis and 
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the fact that action does need to be taken, particularly as most of them are more worried about 
the COVID figures than anything else? 
 
Ephraim Sneh: A short reply. There are no more super powers. Countries like Israel, Cyprus, 
Greece have no one to rely on but themselves. If I was Haftar - we share the same rank and the 
same age, but I'm not him and he is not me - I wouldn't trust the Wagners. Because they don't 
have a genuine interest in fighting the Islamism in Libya. Egypt – yes. UAE – yes. Jordan – yes. 
Israel – yes. Not the Russians. One meeting in Sochi and everything will be turned upside down.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Interesting. Onn, do you have a point?  
 
Onn Winckler: I have a small question. We can see that oil prices will be very low, at least in the 
coming year, and because of the shale oil in the US and other places in the world, oil prices will 
be no more than 40 barrel per day, maximum 45. How is it going to affect the relationship in the 
Middle East, and especially the Arabian Gulf oil states that are in a very big trouble? Are there 
any prospects for new connection, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Israel, something like (inaudible) today? 
What is your opinion, please? 
 
Ephraim Sneh: I don't consider myself as a great oil trader, but I would like to give you an answer 
to your comment from another direction. Now the prices are between 35 and a little bit more, 
before the international flights are resumed, and before more and more economies are going 
back to normal. So the potential to rise of the oil price is there beyond the figure that you 
mentioned. But if you ask me what is the foreseeable level of prices, this is the level that the 
government in the Gulf can maintain the contract between them and their population. The level 
that is needed for the oil-producing countries mainly in the Gulf to maintain domestic stability - 
this will be the future price of oil. About 50, maybe more, but this is the most important factor. 
The world in general, but more than that the region in particular is not going to afford another 
Arab Spring. And another Arab Spring can come out of situation where the oil-producing 
countries are too poor to pay their citizens what they are expecting. That’s the answer.  
 
Shaul Chorev6: My friend Ephraim mentioned that nobody can rely on the superpower and there 
are no superpowers. There was hegemon - the US - and now there is no hegemon. But I think 
that the US decided to evacuate from the Middle East. They don't have an interest in the Middle 
East, the oil - they have enough for themselves. The only way you can pursue US to come back 
and to deal with this issue is to tell them that the problem will chase them back to the US, as it 
was with 9/11. So I'm not agreeing that we can't rely. There is a superpower balance here in the 
Middle East and in this equation the US has decided - not only the Trump administration but 
the Obama administration – to evacuate from the area because they have no interest. The oil, 
they have for themselves, their main arena now is in the South China Sea, and the only way to 
pursue the US to come back to the Middle East and to deal with this issue is to convince them 
that the problems will chase them back to the US as it was in the past. So that's my conclusion 
or evaluation of the current situation.  
 
Marios Evriviades: Can I say something on this last comment? 
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Andrew Lambert: Yes, please. 
 
Marios Evriviades: Regarding the two speakers from whom I have learned quite a lot in this 
very brief moment, I think a lot will depend on what happens in the elections in November. The 
relationship between Trump and Erdogan, the personal relationship, and the short (inaudible) 
that the Turks have been able to do in the decision-making in Washington precludes up until 
November any pressure on Turkey. Now, the question is if the Democrats can come in, can they 
evaluate this decision to withdraw from the Middle East and achieve some influence, like Mr. 
Shaul has just said? Will the Democrats reverse this steady withdrawal of America from the 
Middle East? Because if Trump comes in, it appears that he may continue it.  
 
Shaul Chorev: I think that the first one who mentioned the pivot to Asia, or rebalancing, was 
not Mr. Trump – it was Mr. Obama. 
 
Marios Evriviades: And Mr. Christopher before him.  
 
Shaul Chorev: So in this aspect, I think that the current administration, the Trump 
administration is continuing the policy of Obama administration. So we have to convince 
whatever administration will be in the US that evacuating from the Middle East will not give 
them a relief.  
 
Marios Evriviades: I agree with it.  
 
Shaul Chorev: The problem will chase them back to the US in one way or another. Speaking 
about the US, they don't have interest in the oil in the Middle East. Their problem is in South 
China Sea. Their navy is diluted there to less than 300 ships. And they have to give priority. When 
you are going to give priority, you have to think from where your problem will come. And 
currently they don't see it. As Mr. Trump says, what do I have to search for in the soil of the 
Middle East?  
 
Andrew Lambert: Are there any other points that somebody wants to make on what General 
Sneh has just said? Or should we take a five-minute break and then start again? General 
Anastasakis? 
 
Ioannis Anastasakis: Concerning how to rely on big powers, I think that we have some kind of 
new rules of the game. And that is that we shift from strategy to policy. What’s the difference? 
For strategy we have long-term decisions. For policy we have short-term decisions, day-by-day. 
And that's the problem, especially today with the United States. Thank you.  
 
Andrew Lambert: A very good point, if I may say so, because that is a point that we have with 
all democracies. And it's the difference between ourselves as democrats and China which of 
course doesn't have the same difficulty. I think it was Deng Xiaoping that said it when somebody 
asked him once, what is the effect of Napoleon on the history of Europe? To which he responded, 
it's far too soon to tell.  
 
Klearchos Kyriakides: May I be permitted to make a comment?  
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Andrew Lambert: Yes, please do.  
 
Klearchos Kyriakides: First of all, thank you Commodore Lambert for chairing, and thank you 
to the other speakers for their remarks. I just wanted to say two things which interrelate with 
what I said in my prerecorded remarks, but also dovetail with some of the things that have been 
said in this first session.  
 
The first thing is politicians - in the Western world at least - have been describing the struggle 
against the pandemic as a war. The British health secretary is a prime example of somebody who's 
used that terminology. He’s described this as a war against an invisible killer. But if we reflect on 
that on our history, during wars we normally have alliances, and those alliances tend to be led by 
leading states. The First World War had the United Kingdom at the forefront with the French, 
and then the Americans came in later, and in the Second World War the British took a leading 
role together with the French, initially, and then the Americans, and then the Soviet Union, in 
waging war against Germany. And then during the Cold War of course we had the Soviet Union 
and the United States as the two hegemonic powers in their respective spheres of influence. 
What’s interesting about this war against the coronavirus is that we have not really seen any 
alliances build-up and we have certainly not seen either the United Kingdom or the United States 
exhibiting any leadership role. And I think that's a very important characteristic of this pandemic. 
It’s the fact that it’s a struggle or war against an enemy that does not seem to involve alliances. 
Even the European Union, which is supposed to be an alliance of sort, has spectacularly failed to 
confront the coronavirus in Italy, and Spain, and Belgium, where it has run riot. So that's really 
one point I wanted to make to wrap up this discussion.  
 
And the second point is because the United States, and the United Kingdom, and the European 
Union for that matter have not really exhibited any leadership role in this war against the 
pandemic, it follows, doesn't it, that democratic values have not been at the forefront of this 
struggle against the coronavirus. That to me is problematical because one of the pillars of 
democratic values is the rule of law. And when you look within the rule of law you find human 
rights, and perhaps the most important of all of the human rights is the fundamental right to life. 
And in this pandemic the terminology of Western liberal democracy has been largely absent. 
Even the fundamental right to life which all of us should be holding dear, whether we're 
democrats or non-democrats. So I'm just stepping back from the detail of what's being discussed 
today. I just thought I'd make those two comments. I'm making them in my capacity as the 
Director of the Rule of Law Program of ERPIC, but also as a law lecturer at the Cyprus campus of 
a British university - the University of Central Lancashire.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that, I appreciate that. Let’s take a five-
minute break now. And I wonder if I could ask General Anastasakis to kick the ball off next time 
round and take it on from there. There are many issues that I know we've covered in outline but 
perhaps it would be good if you were to start the ball rolling in five minutes.  
 
Ioannis Anastasakis: As we know, COVID-19 pandemic has created a lot of social and economic 
problems to all countries. This has forced a lot of governments to put the international relations 
in a second priority. Based on that, major or key players withdrew or decreased their 
participation, giving space for regional players to improve their involvement. And saying that, I 
mean, of course, Turkey in the East Mediterranean. What happened with Turkey? No matter the 
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pandemic, Turkey continued the gunboat diplomacy, not only in Cyprus EEZ, but even in the 
broader Eastern Mediterranean, and also created problems with Greece concerning refugees, and 
also - something that we mentioned - used boats full of refugees with coronavirus as bioweapons 
sent to a neighbor country, namely Greece, in order to create problems to social and health care 
system. And this is not a good behavior for a neighbor.  
 
Turkey also enforced another kind of diplomacy - the mask policy - that means it offers masks 
and other equipment to certain countries, even the United States, and of course wants in return 
to receive financial and political support.  
 
Of course, as we have already mentioned, Turkish economy is in a very hard situation. It tries to 
find money from third countries like Qatar, Japan, Britain, etc. But the Turkish government 
realized that the only way to find solutions for this problem is to bridge relations again with old 
friends like United States and the European Union. And based on that, last two days we had a 
communication, let's say, letters from President Erdogan to President Trump or to the European 
Union, saying that we are on the same boat, we are facing the same problems. But more or less 
we know that this is the kind of the game that Turkey plays. And I think that the international 
community, especially key players in the region, should take more action to push, to force Turkey 
to respect international law. Of course, in the pre-recorded session I included some other issues 
but I think I will spare your time. I'm open for questions.  
 
Andrew Lambert: I'm going to turn to Dr. Yanarocak. I know you're an expert on Turkey. So, 
what I would do is ask you to take the ball after this.  
 
Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak: So, you are asking about the case in Turkey and Turkey’s 
diplomacy vis-a-vis Europe and other countries?  
 
Andrew Lambert: We'd like you to give us your synopsis of where we stand vis-à-vis Turkey.  
 
Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak: Sure. We must not forget Turkey, of course like the other 
countries, was caught in this COVID-19 case also like an unprepared country. So we all remember 
that Turkey’s President Erdogan opened the borders with Greece. And we all remember what 
happened last February, and Turkey basically initiated the brinksmanship policy vis-a-vis Greece 
and European Union in order to change the equation in the Middle East. Turkey tried to take the 
European Union and the West into the equation in Idlib because they tried to persuade the 
NATO, the United States and Europe to intervene in Syria in order to confront, or in order to 
cope with the Russian challenge. But when they failed to do so, they tried to do it in a different 
manner.  
 
But then COVID-19 came and all of these refugees that first stuck in the buffer zone also created 
a huge headache for the Turkish administration. Later these refugees, in order to calm the 
situation vis-à-vis the European Union and Greece, they were taken away to repatriation centers 
in eastern Turkey, and also in southern Turkey. So again, in this regard now Mr. Erdogan is trying 
to use this COVID-19 as a new opportunity in order to launch a rapprochement with European 
Union and also with the West in general.  
 
And when we are looking at the Turkish foreign policy nowadays, Mr. Erdogan is sending some 
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humanitarian aid, also to some European countries. And of course it has basically two goals. The 
first goal is to improve the damaged relations with the West, but the second and from my 
perspective the most important objective of this policy is to show the Turkish people that, first 
of all, Turkey is a strong country and the situation of the other countries is far worse than 
Turkey’s. So they should be very grateful that they are in Turkey, and Turkey is capable of 
providing aid to other countries, so that the Turkish citizens will not complain about their 
situation. And they will still obey, and they obey their government, and they will not organize 
some organized riots like those we have seen in 2013 in the Gezi Park protests. So when we are 
looking from this dimension, Turkey also suddenly remembered that it was a member of NATO.  
 
Let us not forget Turkey nowadays engaged in a proxy war with the Russian Federation in Syria, 
and also again with the Russian Federation in Libya. And in Libya it's not only Russia; it's also 
with United Arab Emirates, it’s Egypt, it’s Haftar forces. So I'm very curious how Turkey can cope 
with all of these expenditures when the Turkish economy is also deteriorating. Of course, the 
coronavirus affected the Turkish economy very badly. We all know that the Turkish lira is 
continuously devaluating vis-a-vis dollar. If I’m not mistaken, it was in 2018 that one dollar was 
equal to seven lira when this pastor Branson friction, this case happened with the United States, 
when Donald Trump tweeted some tweets, we saw that it was an unprecedented devaluation. 
Now the current situation is even worse. One dollar approximately two weeks ago reached 7.2 
Turkish lira. So war means money. If you would like to fight in various theaters, so you should 
also pay for these.  
 
Nowadays Turkey is still trying to pay all of these expenditures. We are seeing that Turkey is also 
sending its brand new UAVs to Libya called Bayraktar and they are trying to change the whole of 
the equation there. And to some extent they were successful in doing that. But besides, we are 
seeing that it is also increasing Russian penetration in Libya. And so the situation is getting more 
and more complex. So we'll see whether Turkey will escalate the situation, if they are going to 
deploy their F-16s or some more UAVs to the newly captured Watiya airbase in western Libya. 
It’s a huge question mark.  
 
And of course nowadays we are seeing a very fragile ceasefire in Idlib. And first given the fact that 
we have witnessed that these ceasefires many times were violated in the past. So I see no reason 
that this current ceasefire will not be also broken. So it is very fragile and in any time and Turkish 
soldiers again may be killed. So situation is also very much a complex also in Syria.  
 
And also let us not forget that COVID-19 cases are also seen in northern Syria and the northern 
Syrian enclaves like Jarabulus, Afrin, Tell Abiad, Ras al-Ayn. They are under Turkish occupation, 
and these cantons are basically almost integrated into Turkey via highways, via bank systems, via 
transportation, via school system, via everything. I'm calling this - some of you are Cypriots – 
‘cypriotization’ of northern Syria. I published an article on this on Jerusalem Institute for Strategy 
and Security, so those who are interested can also read later. So we are seeing that Turkey 
nowadays is adopting a very imperialistic foreign policy.  
 
And also let us not forget what is going on in the Mediterranean. In the Eastern Mediterranean, 
while the multinational companies are canceling their drill activities one by one, we are seeing 
that the Turkish Navy, and their drilling ships, and their seismic ships are continuously looking 
for new gas resources, and they are doing that in the Republic of Cyprus's exclusive economic 
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zone. Of course, you all know that Turkey is not recognizing this exclusive economic zone. And 
this is also overlapping the Israeli, Cypriot, Greek and Italian joint venture.  
 
Last week a very important event took place in Turkey. From my perspective we should all be 
aware of this new event. The architect of the very well-known Blue Homeland doctrine 
Cihat Yaycı, the general from the Turkish Navy, was eliminated from his post, he was forced to 
resign. And as far as I understand this is because of a friction between the Defense Minister 
Hulusi Akar and Cihat Yayci. We may see that this will not pave the way for a change in Turkey's 
Eastern Mediterranean policy. But again, the most important brain that was responsible for all 
Turkey’s strategy in the Eastern Mediterranean is not in the decision-making process anymore in 
Turkey.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that. May I ask you just one question? Do 
you think Turkey is deliberately attempting to provoke the situation, or is it genuinely interested 
in finding oil? 
 
Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak: I think that Turkey is deliberately escalating the situation and 
from my perspective the reason is very clear: because if your economy is very weak, you divert 
the attention of the people to other topics. Let me give you an example. I lived in Turkey for 22 
years, and I do remember, I really do remember that when the government raised the price of 
gas after the victory of a Turkish football team against a Greek football team, while everyone was 
celebrating the victory of the Turkish national team in football, the government raised the prices, 
but nobody was talking about the prices because the victory against the Greek national football 
team was sweeter than this raise of prices. Let us see what is going on in the Turkish foreign 
policy. Turkey is continuously and very intentionally engaging in diplomatic frictions with non-
Muslim countries. Of course Israel, first and foremost, Greece, Armenia, Holland, Germany, 
United States, China, and even Russia - they shut down the Russian jet, right? So whenever there's 
a friction with a non-Muslim country, Mr. Erdogan’s popularity at home is on the rise because he 
is proving to his people, look we are not the same Turkey anymore, we are not receiving orders 
from the West. We are doing what is best for us and that is why the Crusaders, the Christians, 
and the Jews are very much upset about our decision-making process. So when you're speaking 
to a taxi driver in Istanbul, you're asking him, are you doing good? So he's telling you, you know 
what, I have a soup at home so for me it's sufficient. So I'm telling him then, wouldn't you like to 
eat meat, for example, instead of soup? He says, you know what, I can't. So I'm asking him, why? 
Because of the economy. So I'm asking him again, so who is responsible for the economy? He is 
saying Erdogan. So who are you going to vote for again? He’s saying Erdogan. So I am asking, 
why? He is saying, Erdogan is not responsible for the current situation of the economy. The ones 
who are responsible are the external powers who are forging an economic war against Turkey. So 
because of the fact that Erdogan is protecting Turkey's interests we are suffering. This is a very 
different outlook, a very different point of view. When we are evaluating Turkey, when we are 
trying to understand the decision-making process in Turkey, and how do people think in Turkey, 
we should not judge the Turkish people according to our values. We should judge the Turkish 
people according to their own historical perspectives. We have to try to enter their shoes, to think 
like a Turk.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Absolutely. One of the things when I was the commander operating against 
Saddam Hussein, I spent most of my time trying to think what Saddam Hussein would do next, 
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not think what I would do next. Thank you very much. I wonder if we could turn now to Ashraf 
Naguib. With Libya of course on your doorstep, it would be useful now to have a look at the 
Egyptian perspective.  
 
Ashraf Naguib: If you would allow me first just say hello to everyone, because I think with the 
exception of George - he is the only person that I've met in this forum - so I'd like to say hello to 
everyone. And considering in fact that I am the only Egyptian that is participating today, so if 
you would allow me Mr. Chairman, if there are any questions rather than I go off in my own 
opinion on what's happening, I'd really like to take some reflections off the participants on any 
questions that they have regarding Egypt, whether it is on regional security or whether it is 
regarding how we're dealing with the pandemic. So I'd really like to reflect off the group rather 
than just put my comments and opinions.  
 
Andrew Lambert: So you'd like some questions to be fired at you, okay.  
 
Onn Winckler: There is a huge decline of traffic on the Suez Canal now. And as I said, in the 
tourism sector. What is the real unemployment rate, the situation in Egypt now? 
 
Ashraf Naguib: Well, it's very difficult for us to be able to assess between the official figures on 
what unemployment is really. Because this is what maybe corona has sort of exploded in terms 
of our fiscal monetary policy and how we deal with the situation. Because the point is, it's not 
just about unemployment in Egypt; this is about an informal economy. So, regardless of whatever 
statistics that we’re able to produce based on a formal economy, maybe 50% of Egypt's economy 
is an informal economy. So when something like corona happens, what you're trying to deal with 
is basically 7 million public sector workers, civil servants that work in the public sector, in public 
companies. And then you've got the private sector, and then you've got the informal economy, 
which is extremely difficult to assess. And that's why despite our unemployment rates which 
already we're sitting within the official rates of about 30% - I'm sure it's much higher than that - 
but that again is a problem that you face here in Egypt. It's not a concept of transparency, but a 
concept of process to be able to produce the closest to factual data. So it's very difficult to assess, 
but 30% is what we're looking at in terms of official numbers, but I'm sure this number is much, 
much, much higher than that.  
 
And just to add to that, in terms of informal economy. I have a person that comes in and works 
in my house, but he works in the factory. So let's call that his formal job, and let's call him coming 
to my house as being his informal job. Now, his factory has closed down, so he's still employed 
in a sense. (inaudible) increased his salary just to balance between what he was making in the 
factory, but his formal job is gone, but he has an informal job as well. If we take that principle 
and we put it throughout all of the financial and statistical data that's coming out of Egypt, 
including the effect of COVID-19 on the Egyptian population, we've got figures (inaudible) in 
control, we hit 20,000 infected yesterday, but the real figures we are talking about are 70,000. 
But the reality, if we talk about global statistics, just do the ratios and just do the mathematics, 
you'll find that we probably have so much more than that. So just to answer your question, it's a 
very vague concept for me as a businessman to be able to put my money on it in terms of statistics 
and real data that's coming out of Egypt.  
 
Costas Melakopides: May I ask a couple of questions, please? I would be very grateful if you can 
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focus on current attitudes and inclinations of Egyptian foreign policy towards Turkey, which of 
course is emerging as a protagonist in the troubles in our area. I may have the opportunity to say 
a couple of words about Greece's fears and Cyprus’s fears later. But could you kindly focus on the 
inclinations of Cairo today, in view for instance of Greece's confusion as to whether Egypt is 
prepared to demarcate the EEZ with Greece, so that Egypt would feel comfortable with this, as 
opposed to earlier fears as we understand that they had vis-a-vis Ankara. The first one is this. 
And the second among the many points I would like you to make is whether in the enumeration 
of this coalition of the weak, as a colleague said earlier, whether Egypt can play one of the leading 
roles? I would personally expect France to play such a role, but is Egypt prepared, together with 
France and Israel of course, to confront Erdogan? Because we believe in our Greek-speaking 
world that unless one confronts him directly and “brutally”, as another Israeli friend said, then 
we cannot have any welcomed results.  
 
Ashraf Naguib: Thank you for your question. And let me take you back a decade, a little bit less 
than a decade. Because if we're going to talk about a confrontation of Egypt versus Turkey, and I 
don't define it as Turkey but I define it as Erdogan and his regime. And please, there was 
something that has not been mentioned in maybe the almost two hours of our conversation, the 
elephant in the room, something that we need to address. We refer to Erdogan as a state with a 
mental capacity of a government that is acting in that sense, but in our opinion as Egyptians, and 
personally - I don't represent government - but personally I am telling you that our fight with 
Erdogan started locally, it started here in our country when he came to Egypt, stood in the Tahrir 
Square supporting a Muslim Brotherhood invasion of Egypt, supported by a Turkish - how can I 
say - some refer to him as a sultan, some refer to him as a little bit not stable, in the sense, which 
I don't think that he is. But his instability comes from representing and being part of, and is 
actually today the only… I mean, even the Muslim Brotherhood international organization itself 
is not as desperate as Erdogan to maintain that MB influence in the region. We talked about 
Hamas, we talked about Iran, we talked about a lot of things. But what we didn't talk about is 
that the Muslim Brotherhood and Erdogan today believe that he is the leader of this very 
interesting and destructive movement, and in my opinion the mother of all other terrorist 
organizations. We had this fight on our ground, in Egypt, and we were able to win, whether 
people saw that this win that we had is conducive to democracy, that the military should not be 
involved. But what we need to believe that within the region - we all agree on this that it is a very 
volatile region, and if some extraordinary measures need to be taken for people like myself not 
to be taken hostage by the Muslim Brotherhood… And we were talking about who do we seek in 
terms of global leadership. We cannot take the umbrella of democracy in our region as a reason 
for us to be able to foster more terrorism and to foster a state, in my opinion, that doesn't even 
exist in my religion as a Muslim.  
 
So this is the reality of how we view Erdogan. If you come and think about any kind of logic of 
him being in Libya, it is nothing more, again, not supporting the Turkish best interests in Africa, 
or in the southern Mediterranean, but it is simply a continuation of his insanity towards building 
an Islamic state without borders under the Muslim Brotherhood. And Egypt has resisted that, 
not only as an army, not only as a military and internal forces, but also as the people. Because if 
anybody doubts the fact that we were 30 million people that were on the streets to oust this 
foreign occupation, in our opinion as Egyptians, then we are more than willing and more than 
happy, and we will take the time to be able to make sure that not just our Libyan border, but our 
Chadian border, our Sudanese border, our Jordanian, our Israeli, and our Palestinian borders take 
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that into consideration. And it is extremely important to us that the East Mediterranean, whether 
it is with Cyprus, whether it's Greece, whether it's Lebanon, and we would love to have a strong 
Turkey come into that mix, but until then we will continue to resist the concept of an Islamic 
Muslim Brotherhood-led state built with the concept of Erdogan’s insanity of reviving something 
that is never going to happen.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much for that. May I ask you just one question? Because I 
want to move on and start talking about the hydrocarbon aspect. But let me ask you this. If 
Erdogan departs this life or indeed is not elected in 2023, is Turkey likely to change direction, or 
we will see a continuation of a neo-Ottomanism?  
 
Ashraf Naguib: Well, again, Erdogan is not the only problem. It is the belief in the concept of 
what the Muslim Brotherhood… And if you've ever read what the whole sort of like vision, mission 
statement of the Muslim Brotherhood is, it goes against even Islamic beliefs. So he's been 
entrenched there with the Muslim Brotherhood organization for so long, but the results are going 
to be the same. Because this is what we're seeing economically, it's not only about corona that is 
going to be the downfall of Turkey, but there's so many other incidents. I was one of the people 
who strictly supported the Turkey-Egypt FTA that was signed in 2007 with a potential five billion 
dollars of trade between both countries. When the qualified industrial zones - the QIZs - came 
into effect as well, we found a lot of direct investment coming in from Turkey. Investments in 
factories take advantage of the zero custom entry to the United States - another agreement or 
protocol that should have had a potential five billion dollars’ worth of trade between Egypt and 
Israel in the United States, which the Turkish could have taken advantage of. 
 
My whole perspective on this is Egypt wants to move forward. We’re looking for double-digit 
growth GDP within the next four to five years. Now we've been hit again with this corona thing, 
we're down to 2.7-2.8% growth. And the only way that we can grow is a fundamental belief that 
we have as Egyptians (inaudible)… I wish Libya would be better, I wish Sudan would be better, I 
wish Chad would be better, I wish the situation in Israel and Palestine would be much better, I 
wish the Jordanians would do better. Because these are my immediate borders and I cannot 
flourish without having stability within the region. And hence I think Egypt is going to take every 
precaution, every action in its ability to be able to find an equilibrium between future growth and 
peace. 
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that, I really appreciate that. I want to turn 
now to the hydrocarbon issue.   
 
Antonia Dimou: Just a question to bridge this session with the energy session. I will be very 
brief. Taking to account that the Egyptian economy is suffering like so many other economies in 
the region, what is Egyptian strategy to overcome the coronavirus challenges on energy 
exploration production and drilling activities throughout the country, so that investment 
revenues associated with hydrocarbons are not jeopardized? What is the Egyptian strategy in 
essence? 
 
Ashraf Naguib: I think one of our speakers eloquently talked about how there is sort of a 
reduction in something that we in 2020 had this optimistic view on what we're going to do in the 
future. And there was a tremendous amount of excitement that I believe these new finds, whether 
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it's for Greece, or Cyprus, or Egypt, or Israel have been very exciting for all of us, with the 
exception, of course, of Turkey. But if we can imagine that Turkey was a little bit of a willing 
participant in these amazing natural resources that we have within the region, tie that with 
talking about that there's nobody backing ourselves in terms of superpowers, I think the 
responsibility falls on our shoulders as a region for us to be able to utilize and use these very 
scarce natural resources that we have.  
 
But let me tell you something, it's always been a point of contact and doing business together in 
terms of gas. This is not the first time we have transactional gas deals with Israel. We’ve been 
doing this for decades, per se, back and forth. We export, we import, we export to them, they 
import from us. But I'm telling you that our relationships together should not be just defined on 
this whole gas and oil metric. Because this is very government-based concept, this is big money. 
We want to focus more on how we can get small businesses to work together. How we can get 
startup funds that actually encourage doing business across the region. And if we've learned 
anything about social distancing and self-isolation, we as a region should really think about how 
we can self-isolate, how we can socially distance from what may be considered to be great powers 
and really think about the future of the region. Because even in this forum that we're sitting in - 
and I was thinking to myself at the very beginning who do we represent? And I found that there's 
really three main points. It’s people that represent the past, with convictions of the past, it's 
people that today are representing the present and what they want to see within their lifetimes, 
but I think overall all of us are thinking about the future, posterity. What are we going to leave 
to our children after this? And I believe there's a lot of things that we're saying today that none 
of us are going to be around to see in the future. So despite the fact that we're thinking in a 
utopian approach to this, but yeah, it should be utopian approach, and it should be private sector 
approach, and should be connectivity approach. Because if we're going to have peace between 
Egypt and Israel for eighty or ninety years but no real standardization to the relationship, then 
nothing is really going to happen. And I'm telling you, Erdogan and Turkey will eventually be 
part of this because they cannot resist the winds of change.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Well, on that optimistic note, if I may, and if people will allow me to, shall we 
turn now to look specifically at the hydrocarbon aspect?  
 
George Pelaghias: Andrew, may I suggest before we do that, could we let Professor Yair 
Hirschfeld to come in?  
 
Andrew Lambert: Sure. Is Yair ready to go?  
 
Yair Hirschfeld: I'll have very few remarks. First of all, thank you. This is a very, very constructive 
and important meeting and I've learned a lot. If you read what I said, this was still very optimistic. 
I must put a very pessimistic point into our discussion. There is an elephant in the room between 
Israel and Europe, and Israel and Jordan, and Israel and Egypt, and Israel and the Palestinians, 
and this is the possibility of our government to annex part of the West Bank territory. And it can 
cause the hope that we could develop… There's a strong part in the new government that wants 
a two-state solution and to move forward in building a coalition that we speak about, which I 
think is the coalition of Israel, Egypt, Jordan, with some Palestinian support in the background, 
with Greece, Turkey, Europe, and the Gulf States, with of course backing from the United States. 
And then instead of getting a constructive position, we're into a major crisis ahead of us. And 
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now if you add the situation in Libya, if you get the aggressiveness of Erdogan, we are in a very, 
very difficult position.  
 
And therefore I believe this meeting is of great importance because there is a network coming 
out that has the potential to have a major impact on European policies. I disagree with Ephraim 
that Europe is not a player. Europe is an economic bloc of 400 million, the biggest economic bloc 
of over 400 million people, the biggest economic bloc that is there. They have a very important 
role to play, they have a very important role to stop Turkish aggressiveness, and they're very 
much aware of it, in particular if you look to Germany and some of the other countries. And I 
think we have to look, particularly with the help of Cyprus and Greece, to build some far more 
effective dialogue towards Europe, a dialogue that will take care not only of the hydrocarbons 
and not only of Libya, but a little more coherent strategy in the area. And I think we have some 
of the capabilities to do so.  
 
One more short remark. I understand all the fears that we all have from Russians. And the truth 
is that as Israelis we have very bad memories from Russian activities in the area. But if we look at 
the strategic issues, Russia has been a supporter of the Kurds, Russia has been a supporter of 
federalism. Russia can move from the coalition of the supporters of terrorism to the coalition of 
the wellbeing. And I believe that here Cyprus and Greece have a very important role to play, to 
see how this can be balanced, how we can balance an understanding that will reach Moscow, and 
it will get an activity with the Americans moving out of the Mediterranean, and to build some 
kind of understandings in the Mediterranean that there will be a far more secure and stable 
structure of coordination. And I believe this is a job to do, it's not going to be easy, but the role 
that ERPIC has can be very important in promoting that. 
 
Andrew Lambert: Many thanks indeed for that Yair, I appreciate that. It’s very kind indeed. I 
wonder if I could start now by discussing the energy situation or hydrocarbon situation. And I 
wonder if I can ask Gary if you're in a position to start the ball rolling here. I mean, we've read 
what you've written and we've seen what you said. Is there anything you would like to say as an 
introduction that will get the discussion flowing?  
 
Gary Lakes: So you've heard my presentation from the other day. I think the issue really we’ve 
faced is that the drilling has stopped. It’s essential for the East Med to have drilling because we 
don't know really what's out there in Cyprus, and certainly Lebanon, and even Israel, even though 
it's got a lot of resources. The Lebanese - Total and Eni recently finished a well in Lebanon. And 
I was checking the headlines and it was terribly disappointing. (inaudible) I spoke to said, well, 
there are indications that there is gas nearby. Still Lebanese politicians are using the failure of 
this well to (inaudible) over the heads.  
 
I think the real concern now is when the drilling will resume. I think it's going to be a good year, 
good year and a half, before companies like ExxonMobil, Eni, Total will come back and begin to 
operate. But then that in itself will depend on markets, on the gas markets, on the LNG markets. 
And this week there was a very good article in the FT, and it was about the LNG markets and how 
they are all saturated, just as much as the oil markets are. So by the time, if drilling resumes in 
Cyprus and the East Med in the year and a half, then it's going to take another year, another two, 
and then I don't know how long till actually they discover something, how long to develop it. 
And then of course how are you going to export it and where are the markets. Europe is the 
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expected market but that's not really sure anymore. 
 
One thing that the coronavirus has made me pay attention to is the fact that there are more and 
more articles appearing online about renewables, and particularly hydrogen, and how this is an 
opportunity for these new energies to begin to take forward steps. There’s a lot of doubt about 
investing in gas infrastructure. I think with the European Green Deal this is an issue that they're 
considering now regarding budgeting, financing for future gas projects. And there's also the 
concern about the oil markets as well. This is a biggie because if oil markets don't really come 
back in a big way - most oil is used for transportation and petrochemicals, that sort of thing - if 
the oil market stays low and every time there's a crisis in the oil market, it's either boom or it's 
bust, either way. So you hear the OPEC members say, well, 75 dollars/b - that'd be a fair price. 
And if it gets 75 dollars/b and then continues to go up, they don't end doing anything to restrain 
it from remaining at that fair level. But now I think they'll be lucky to see that in a few years. It 
would take some sort of incredible kind of development to really get demand back to where it 
was. So I'm thinking ten to fifteen years from now, if the renewables really do take some steps, 
you're going to see a decline in the market demand structure. But eventually it's going to come, 
they’re going to have to do it if they're going to meet the climate accord’s standards by 2050. And 
so that's going to cause the greatest disruption to the economy. So the economy is disrupted now, 
so my thinking is go ahead and begin the investments in renewables, hydrogen especially, and 
get this whole thing running from now. I know that everyone who has a crude cow is going to 
want to milk it to the end, but I don't really know if that's really going to work considering the 
way that the economy is shifting. If you saw some of the maps from space of Delhi, Los Angeles, 
New York, how the pollution cleared away when the traffic stopped, you know that's a sort of 
sign that you want to see. And I think that there's going to be a lot of innovation that this virus 
might serve as the catalyst.  
 
I want to also talk about Turkey and its role here in the East Med. It's the only one that is still 
drilling. I think Turkey is hoping to find something so that it can say, well, we found this, this is 
ours, and use that so if there are ever any further negotiations on solving a Cyprus problem they 
will try to beat the Greek Cypriots over the head with that. My idea about Erdogan is that when 
you're thinking about Turkish foreign policy, you've got to consider his ambitions and 
personality. I think that 2023 is coming on fast - that will be a centennial of the Turkish Republic. 
I think he wants to celebrate that in a big way. Also, the man was quite ill some years ago, and I 
think he may be thinking about that to some extent. It’s hard to say when you get a man in a 
leadership role like that. Is he thinking about the country, is he thinking about himself? Of course 
in Trump's case he's thinking only of himself. So I think it's going to be interesting to see what 
happens with Erdogan. But I do think that he needs to be stood up to. I'm disappointed with the 
European Union and the other countries that this part of the world would like to consider its 
close allies. He’s playing brinksmanship, but I think it might take something that really is out of 
line to get Europe to act. Otherwise, it's just going to be a slap on the hand. Nobody really wants 
to mess with Mr. Erdogan. He’s such a problematic personality and chronic nuisance. But I don't 
know. I think it's going to take something more. I do think that Libya is a risky situation. I would 
not like to see the Turks make headway there.  
 
And regarding our relationship with the United States, I think hopefully we'll see a change in the 
years ahead. In my opinion Trump practices day-to-day diplomacy. He may have a great 
relationship with Erdogan today, tomorrow - who knows what it's going to be.  
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I'd say that overall there's so many things that are pending, that are enigmas wrapped in mysteries 
here in the East Med and that's all going to have to shake out. But I do think that it's a good idea 
for the East Med countries to keep close tabs with each other and work together, so that should 
problems arise, they’d be able to count on each other. And we shall see.  
 
Andrew Lambert: I’d like to sort of widen it and perhaps go and have a look at Lebanon very 
briefly. And I wonder if “Undisclosed 2” would be prepared to take it in just a second. And then 
perhaps if I could ask Sherle to come along, and because we're going to look at the Lebanese 
position, and then perhaps take a snapshot of the US view. Right, are you ready to go?  
 
Undisclosed 2: Thank you. The discussion has been very interesting. And it's interesting to see 
that we've spent two hours talking about Turkey. Maybe because Turkey is being the most active, 
aggressive in the region while everybody else is watching what Turkey is doing or what are the 
next steps of Turkey. But regardless of that, there is another perspective. From the Lebanese 
perspective, I think it's very interesting because we've talked about this ideology behind Turkey's 
behavior. At the same time, we do have what “Undisclosed 1” mentioned in the beginning which 
is this Shia euphoria that is going on today and how this is driving at least our part of the region. 
And it has implications on the energy. What's happened, as Gary’s said, we had the first drilling 
that happened in Lebanon and it was negative - very disappointing. Especially disappointing, if 
you want, to the politicians that had put so much expectations on the drilling, on the first drilling, 
and were expecting that this drilling will help them with the economic problems that the country 
is facing. So now we know that in Block 4 whatever they were trying to find, they haven't found 
it. They were trying to look at it like Tamar reservoir in Block 4 which is in the northern part of 
Beirut, which isn’t the case and no reservoir was found.   
 
And now the action will be moving to Block 9, and there it will be mixed with geopolitics and 
with the dispute, the conflict with Israel. Because Block 9, it's on southern border of the country 
with Israel. Block 9 – 5-7% of it isn't the disputed zone with Israel. The French company Total 
who is the operator has really stated officially and publicly in 2018 that they will be drilling away 
from the disputed zone, 25 kilometers away. But it's interesting to see how the Israelis will react 
when they see the drillship arriving to Block 9. For the moment, until today there is still 
commitments from Total to continue drilling in Block 9. It was supposed to be end of the year, 
now they're shifting it to early 2021. And the delay is basically due to COVID-19. They were in the 
middle of the environmental impact assessment and then they have to do public consultations. 
Because of the social distancing these things are becoming really complicated, plus with all the 
logistics, etc., so the pipelines that they are commissioning to come in for the logistical drilling, 
etc., all of that is being delayed. So that's why early 2021 it is expected to see the drillship in Block 
9. How the Israelis will react is very interesting.  
 
At the same time, the other elephant in the room, which has been said, is the annexation. We 
did hear from the Iranians saying that if the Israelis take drastic steps, which they were meaning 
the annexation, we will be reacting. We know that they react through their proxies. And knowing 
the difficult situation in Lebanon and the difficult position that Hezbollah is in – maybe going 
into war with Israel could be one way of dealing with this problem. And then we know that it has 
been said before - I'm not revealing any secrets - that Hezbollah was very clear when it said, if 
the Israelis hit us, we will be hitting their platforms, because their platforms are very close to the 
Lebanese borders. So Hezbollah has many times said that they have the capacity to hit the 
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platforms. And now, if they hit us, we hit them. If situation will lead to the proxy of Iran hitting 
the platform – it’s a big question. I'm trying to make my presentation very exciting for most of 
the people that are looking at these issues through the security angle. I think these are the two 
main issues that we have to think off which is, first, the reaction of the Israelis when we start 
drilling in Block 9, even though it's away from the disputed zone, and the second is the 
annexation, and if Hezbollah will be hitting the platforms, the rigs in Israel.  
 
And I think the third point that I would like to really mention is about the future of oil and gas 
in the region. I think COVID-19 came in at a very important moment to make us wake up from 
the euphoria that we've been living in the region. In Cyprus, this euphoria about the importance 
of gas and finding gas, the same way in Lebanon it has (inaudible) into politics a lot. And the 
Israelis have been doing all of these discoveries and selling their gas. And mainly they need the 
US political support to be able to find the market in Jordan and in Egypt, because we know that 
it is very difficult to take our gas out of the region. And now with all this oversupply of oil and 
gas demand that supposedly is going to peak by 2035, I think it means that we have to look into 
the local and regional markets. (inaudible) and the reality is that almost all the countries are 
fighting each other in the region, how can we cooperate or collaborate to make use of the gas? 
So then the reality is that maybe we should focus on the political process rather than putting so 
much hype onto the gas.  
 
And the last point is that I think we should be rethinking our energy strategy in the region and 
start focusing on the renewables, and put effort and energy enthusiasm into renewables the same 
way that we have been doing into the oil and gas sector. Because I guess the future - we are 
thinking of the future but it's happening today - renewables is going to play an important role in 
the energy. And we are blessed in the region with three hundred days of sun, so why don't we 
take advantage of that instead of going into future that is not the future of oil and gas? 
 
Andrew Lambert: Any questions? We’ve got four at the same time. Let’s take it from the top.  
 
Eran Lerman: Very quickly. (inaudible) thinking Israelis those that are not tempted by posturing 
and have an interest in Lebanon drilling successfully. Making the Eastern Mediterranean a zone 
of mutual prosperity is a common interest. Let’s put Turkey aside for a moment. And I believe 
that the problem of the disputed triangle could have been solved long time ago, if there was a 
responsible government in Lebanon capable of making decisions, which wasn't necessarily the 
case. But there have been several… Amos Hochstein was going between the two countries. And 
even now I don't think this cannot be resolved. It can be easily resolved and it is very much in 
the interest of Israel that Hezbollah would have a stake in functioning platforms on the Lebanese 
side because that would I think, you know… War is war and business is business. And I should 
hope this would be also the attitude of the government, although I cannot speak for it anymore. 
I can tell you that this would be the recommendations that as a think tank we would be putting 
forward.  
 
Shaul Chorev: I would like to continue from this point if it’s okay. Eran mentioned it, and I think 
that in the past there were some attempts to bridge the delimitation of the maritime border 
between Israel and Lebanon, and they assigned David Satterfield from the State Department. 
And I think that there were some, let's say, negotiation between the sides. Can you tell us what 
is the current situation? Because as Eran mentioned, I think its Israel’s position to try and solve 



 
 

177 
 

this problem. 
  
Antonia Dimou: What is the progress when it comes to American or French-sponsored 
mediation (inaudible) dispute over the 854 km maritime area that lies on the common Israeli-
Lebanese maritime border, so that exploration and drilling operations in Block 9 can go 
unimpeded? What is the progress after a mediation of Satterfield? Thank you.  
 
Undisclosed 2: Okay, so let me give you an update of what's happening. So last year, February 
2019, Satterfield had started what we ended up calling a shuttle diplomacy trying to set the 
framework for negotiations between the Israelis at the Lebanese. And it was supposed to be an 
indirect negotiation because Lebanon and Israel, at least Lebanon does not recognize Israel, and 
therefore they don't go into direct negotiations with them, and they wanted the umbrella of the 
US and the UN. So there were five or six points that were developed by the Lebanese side and the 
Israeli side with the mediation of David Satterfield. What happened was David Satterfield was in 
Israel, there was a big conference in Israel in 2019, early February 2019 and there were some 
discussions that happened during that conference that led to reaction from Lebanon. Satterfield 
was coming to Beirut for other issues, so then suddenly there was a high around, oh, since there 
is a momentum, let's find a solution for this. But it wasn't a higher policy or something that was 
really agreed between Lebanese, the Israelis and the Americans. It just happened and it got 
traction and momentum. And it was about agreeing on the framework of negotiations, so we're 
still at the framework for negotiations, we didn't even start negotiating with them. There was the 
first Israeli elections and then after that we went into this crazy situation in Israel where there 
was this deadlock in politics and they were preoccupied with elections, etc.  
 
And from our side, not that there wasn't interest, but we were waiting for David Schenker to 
come in - because David Schenker then went to be deployed as the ambassador to Turkey - and 
David Schenker came in. So he then paid first visit to Beirut and he was very clear. He said, I'm 
not as patient as David Satterfield. If you're interested in negotiations, you tell me, we could help, 
but I'm not going to babysit you. And if you want to discuss with the Israelis, you can discuss 
with the Israelis.  
 
The point now is, the Lebanese want to discuss only the borders issue - the land and the maritime 
at the same time, onshore and offshore. And they don't want to go beyond that. And any 
discussion beyond the borders will become very political, and there is no local ownership or any 
consensus around it. Lebanese at this stage cannot be discussing with the Israelis any issues that 
go beyond the maritime borders. And this is what they don't want. There was an impression that 
you guys go deal with the Israelis, not only on the borders, whatever you want. If you want to 
benefit from your gas, you go talk to them. So it became very aggressive, if you want, that led to 
where we are now where there are no negotiations, there are no talks. And David Schenker is 
always putting the ball in the court of the Lebanese.  
 
Now I think the Lebanese are in a different mindset where the country has collapsed. So now 
everybody is in discussions with the IMF to come up with a deal for the bailout, etc. But what 
will be interesting, if Total drills in Block 9 and there it finds a reservoir, and there are discoveries, 
and commercial discoveries, so then it will be very interesting to see what the Lebanese position 
will be vis-a-vis finding a solution with the Israelis. Until then there is no appetite.  
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Andrew Lambert: Let me just ask you one question, if I may. If I were to come in as a complete 
outsider and went to Lebanon, who practically should I negotiate with? Should I be talking to 
Hezbollah? You tell me who should I actually talk to? Who has a reasonable chance carrying 
Lebanon forward?  
 
Undisclosed 2: What the political parties had agreed, or at that time the consensus was that the 
main negotiator, if you want, with the US to come up with the framework of negotiations was 
the speaker of the parliament who is Shia and who is more flexible in talking with the Americans. 
At the same time, he is very much aligned with Hezbollah when it comes to Israel. So in a way, 
you talk to Nabih Berri, but you know that at the back you have Hezbollah you're dealing with. 
But it was agreed with the other political parties. So at that time, Saad Hariri who was then prime 
minister was okay with that, the president of the republic was okay with that. So this was some 
kind of an agreement so that the Lebanese delegation who is leading the free negotiations 
through the Americans by the speaker of the parliament, who is Shia, who will be taking into 
consideration the sensitivity of the Shia community with the Israelis, and who will be a protector 
of Hezbollah's interests and not bypass Hezbollah with any kind of under the table deal, because 
Hezbollah cannot negotiate directly with the Americans.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Let me wrap if I may in terms of talking about hydrocarbons, because time is 
not on our side, we have about fifteen minutes left.   
 
Ephraim Sneh: The real problem is that we all are going to lose the train that is leaving the 
station. We have a very short remainder of a window of opportunity to enter Europe with our 
gas. The prices go down, the American competition and the East Asian competition is growing 
and we are still talking. What should be done is a quick agreement between three layers, three 
producers of gas: Cyprus, Egypt, Israel. How we trade it and how we export it to Europe. A 
pipeline or via Egypt liquefaction. But if we are losing the opportunity, the worst will be for Egypt. 
For Egypt the discovery of gas could be a point of redemption, of salvation of it's very, very 
battered economy. It’s an opportunity for Cyprus, and for us. We have to agree quickly on long-
term agreement with Europe. By pipeline or LNG, but to do it quickly before it is too late. We’ve 
already lost precious time and the prices went down. This is what should be done, to conclude 
quickly about the share in Europe of East Mediterranean gas. That’s what should be done.  
 
One correction to my colleague Yair Hirschfeld. I didn't say that Europe is not an important 
player. Europe is a very important player, but its behavior is not accordingly. Because both Cyprus 
and Greece are members of the EU and they don't see a shred of solidarity from Brussels to them. 
  
George Pelaghias: Antonia is about to leave. Could we just let her make one minute comment 
before she leaves? 
 
Andrew Lambert: Antonia, over to you.  
 
Antonia Dimou: Thank you. It’s been an amazing discussion, very productive, and 
congratulations to ERPIC, the organizers, and to us, the participants who are discussing all these 
burning issues. So I'll be very brief. I would like to bridge the security session with a hydrocarbon 
session. And I would like to focus on two issues. The first is the MoU of Turkey with Libya on the 
delimitation of the maritime boundaries that was signed in November 2019. And the second is 
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how effective is the East Mediterranean gas pipeline in terms of economies - does it make any 
sense?  
 
So again, I would like to confirm from what we heard from the previous attendees that the 
motives behind the Turkey’s signing of the memorandum of understanding with Libya of course 
lies in breaking its regional energy isolation. But most important, Turkey tries to gain legal claims 
over maritime areas where the East Mediterranean energy will flow, and in areas where the 
Eastern Mediterranean infrastructure, like the East Mediterranean gas pipeline will have to cross. 
So definitely the Turkey-Libya memorandum of understanding ignores the sovereign rights of 
Greece, Cyprus, Egypt in the Eastern Mediterranean, but most importantly it ignores the 
geographical fact that Turkey and Libya have neither overlapping maritime zones, nor common 
boundaries.  
 
And then I would like to focus on Greece in particular. The MoU disregards the presence of Greek 
islands in maritime areas, including the Greek islands of Crete and Kastellorizo, and violate their 
right to generate maritime zones as stipulated in the UNCLOS. So according to the UNCLOS, a 
coastal state can exercise sovereign rights within its continental shelf up to 200 nautical miles, 
such as fishing, research, and exploration. Despite the declared Turkish position that islands in 
the Eastern Mediterranean have no weight for the determination of maritime boundaries, the 
memorandum of understanding with Libya cites Turkish islands and rocks as base points for the 
delimitation of maritime areas. So this in essence is a self-contradictory position. Ankara has 
repeatedly rejected the adoption of international laws provisions to settle maritime differences 
with Greece on the basis of the equidistance medium line principle and pursues this kind of self-
contradictory strategy that is translated into selective enforcement of the UNCLOS. So practically 
we see Turkey on the one side rejecting the provisions of international law for the delimitation 
of maritime areas with Greece, and on the other side we see the same Ankara that has concluded 
the exclusive economic zone delimitation agreements with its neighbors in the Black Sea on the 
basis of the equidistance median line principle, as of course stipulated by international law.  
 
So the lack of common ground in the context of bilateral exploratory talks between Greece and 
Turkey – there’ve been around sixty rounds of exploratory talk since 1999 - paves the way for 
Greece to explore other work, other options, like the coalition of like-minded countries, and 
pursue national and regional policies at the same time.  
 
And my last point refers to major troubling questions when it comes to the execution of the East 
Mediterranean gas pipeline project. This Mediterranean pipeline is primarily important for 
geopolitical reasons. But it seems economically that the East Mediterranean pipeline will have to 
be exclusively financed by private investors. One of the challenging questions related to us is why 
would European countries, for example, which are increasingly importing LNG via port 
terminals, lock themselves into long-term pipeline commitments, when they can flexibly and 
cost-effectively turn to LNG, when they wish so?  
 
So these are my two very brief points. And again, congratulations to the ERPIC team and to 
attendees for moving forward this kind of regional dialogue.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Antonia, thank you very much indeed for that.  
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Gary Lakes: I'd like to say that I agree with “Undisclosed 2”. I think the region really should put 
added emphasis on renewables and take the advantage of that side of the energy. Because I think 
it's going to be some time before the hydrocarbon thing gets back to where… I mean, we've barely 
started, really. So it's going to take time. I think that they could basically eliminate a lot of the 
trouble that's going to come with the gas and the rest of it. But apart from that, I think that also 
the position here in Cyprus is that if enough gas is found, there's a good chance that Cyprus 
would want to have an LNG terminal here, which would basically eliminate the need for the East 
Med gas pipeline. I also want to point out, some time ago some of the people in the Lebanese 
Petroleum Authority said to me that their gas would go to Turkey and that Turkey was their 
market. Thank you.  
 
George Pelaghias: We’ve got a few people online, so let’s allow people to make some comments. 
First of all is Sherle, then it’s Elie Friedman, and finally also Dr. Benni Ber Ari from the Haifa 
University.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Sherle, are you ready to go? I think the US view of what is likely to happen 
either pre- or post-November is going to be absolutely fundamental. Because depending on their 
sort of involvement or noninvolvement, I think a lot of things will either fall out or get worse. 
Anyway, over to you.  
 
Sherle Schwenninger: Thank you, Andrew. And thank you George and Chris for including me 
in this very important conference. First, let me comment on a few points that have been made 
about the US. There’s been a couple references to the US’s disengagement from the region or 
from the East Med. I don't think that is the case from the American perspective. Over half of US 
foreign assistance goes to East Med countries: Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and in the Palestinian 
Authority. Only Ukraine competes with this assistance. Secondly, the US has increased troops in 
Iraq, has placed troops in Syria, has conducted military strikes in Syria on several occasions. It 
has prioritized the Shia Crescent and Iran as the principal threat over the Muslim Brotherhood 
and over Wahhabi Sunni extremism. It’s stepped up its naval exercises and it's entered into or 
helped initiate an Eastern Mediterranean economic and security partnership.  
 
So if anything, there's an increased activity. There’s been an increased activity of moving away 
from parts of the greater Middle East and the Global War on Terrorism to the East Med. So “it's 
the East Med, stupid” that is increasingly of the focus of American policy. It may not seem like it 
from the region, but it's clearly, I think a reality of American policy.  
 
What I think is taken as disengagement actually is failure. Because unfortunately the US policy 
has not succeeded in virtually every aspect that it's tried. It’s failed in terms of reestablishing its 
influence or dominance in Iraq – it tried to push Iran out - and now American forces there are in 
an untenable position. They’re not even able to go off the bases that have been assigned to them. 
It pursued maximum pressure against Iran, but Iran has found ways asymmetrically to counter 
the US and actually put the US on defensive. It’s failed in Syria, first with its regime change war, 
but in terms of managing to maintain any influence, and also managing the ongoing sort of 
stalemate in northeastern Syria. And it's in an untenable position. There are multiple points of 
vulnerability with its position in Syria.  
 
You also may be associating disengagement with confusion, the confusion of whether the 
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principal focus of American policy and concern is about the Muslim Brotherhood which the US 
has tended to support, Wahhabi-Sunni extremism, the Iranian Shiism, or traditional Arab 
Baathists secular states. American policy is terribly confused about that because different factions 
tend to focus on different things.  
 
There's also confusion about the US position on hydrocarbons because the US was once the main 
supporter and facilitator, or protector of the supply of oil or gas (inaudible) oil and gas coming 
from strategic rivals like Russia, Venezuela and Iran. But the US is now increasingly undertaking 
what I call neo-mercantilist policy where the US actually actively obstructs the development and 
transport of oil and gas from competitors because it wants to gain a greater market share in 
Europe and in Asia. So the US rhetorically gives support to the East Med oil and gas development, 
but in fact it does very little to make it practically possible, certainly not challenging Turkey.  
 
There’s also confusion I think about the position of the Trump administration and what might 
the Biden approach be. Paradoxically, Trump has something of a personal relationship with 
Erdogan, but he is actually anti-Muslim Brotherhood. And so he's willing to tolerate or even 
encourage behind the scenes Russia's efforts to check Turkey's influence in parts of Syria, to some 
degree, and therefore he's not particularly pro-Turkish. Now, Biden on the other hand, and the 
traditional sort of American foreign policy establishment or the sort of pro-Israel forces are very 
anti-Erdogan, but they're traditionally very pro-Turkish, and also very favorable to the Muslim 
Brotherhood. The State Department - not Hillary herself - was very active in supporting the 
Muslim Brotherhood revolution and initial government in Egypt, for example. The US partners 
with the Muslim Brotherhood in terms of the regime change in Syria.  
 
But these issues in some ways will fade as we move further and deeper into what I think will be 
the dominant paradigm or narrative of American foreign policy and it will have major 
implications for the East Med. And that is a new cold war with China and the competition of 
who's going to dominate in terms of determining the future shape of the world economy. So a lot 
of the effort now is on the strategic rivalry with China and to some degree Russia. It was initially 
Russia, now it's increasingly focused on China, and that has been accelerated obviously by the 
reaction to the COVID-19 crisis.  
 
So the East Med, along with the Balkans, is increasingly becoming a hot spot in the contested 
area in that new geopolitical, geo-civilizational cold war with China. Now, this both presents a 
problem for the East Med, but also an opportunity.  
 
The problem is that the US tends to have these asymmetrical security relationships - Israel and 
Ukraine are two exceptions - where it places great demands and restrictions on its so-called allies, 
but offers very little in terms of real security and economic benefit. So the US has increasingly 
pressed Greece and Cyprus, and other countries, except for Israel, to restrict its relationship or 
to curb its relationships with Russia and China, but on the other hand it has not been willing to 
provide any real economic or security benefits in terms of being able to constrain Turkey, for 
example. And in turn, it therefore has eliminated one of the main constraints on Turkey, which 
is actually Russia.  
 
But it also presents an opportunity, and I think the points of view that have been expressed about 
the region becoming more organized among itself, looking more to its own potential strengths, 
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overcoming some of its weaknesses is terribly, terribly important. First, as to hydrocarbons, I 
think more of the energy will have to be consumed. You're going to have to look to your own 
region as a growth region for energy demand because the US is just going to compete too heavily 
with you for the European market unless you can provide some additional (inaudible). In any 
case, you're five to ten years away from being able to deliver by pipeline or any other ways energy. 
So the focus should be on developing the East Med and the greater East Med region into the new 
swing production and investment zone, which will be to some degree healthy competition 
between the China-led Eurasia economy and the US-Indo-Pacific-East African-transatlantic 
economy.  
 
But there's great confusion - except for the clarity of the new cold war with China - there's actually 
great confusion in America currently. And it's an opportunity, I think, for East Med countries 
that they can come together on some idea of economic reconstruction, some idea of becoming a 
production zone as global supply chains are reorganized, particularly for the nearby European 
(inaudible). There’s an opportunity, actually, to influence American policy rather than being 
warped and shaped by America's misplaced priorities. I think there's an opportunity for East Med 
to actually influence to some degree both the US and Europe going forward at this time of great 
confusion.  
 
One final point is that one would think in this time of great potential, great recession, or even 
depression that there would be financial constraints as far as the US is concerned. This is the one 
point where actually you can ask the US for large sums of money, paradoxically. Because what is 
emerging in the US is a momentary consensus for monetary financing of government and for the 
release of fiscal constraints. The fact that the US can think of in terms of five to ten trillion dollars 
of fiscal support for its economy - there are at the moment little limits. Now, that window is going 
to close. But if the East Med could come up with an economic reconstruction program that to 
some degree builds around it's becoming the swing region that will determine the balance in the 
new international economic cold war, then it may have a chance to influence American policy in 
the next year.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that. Are there any questions?  
 
Shaul Chorev: I would like to have a very short amount, with your permission. I cannot avoid to 
compare the policy and activities of Erdogan or Turkey to what President Xi is doing in South 
China Sea. And today China is de facto ruling and controlling the South China Sea. This is a 
process which took about three decades, and no one is doing anything. There is nothing but 
patrols to show the ability of any navy to send them, but nothing else. And China will gain a lot 
of fair respect from one side, and a lot of a valuable economies from the other side.  
 
Also, a very nice anecdote. China, once the coronavirus dropped, started to help in other 
countries by sending hundreds of millions of masks and tens of millions of protective suits. 
Erdogan is doing the same. I think we have to learn from these stories what can be done, if at all. 
Thank you.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Okay, thank you very much indeed for that. Are there any other questions? 
Yes, Klearchos.  
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Klearchos Kyriakides: Sherle made an excellent contribution there. He referred to the Eastern 
Mediterranean as having the potential to become a swing region, if I recall correctly. For that to 
happen there need to be a number of fundamental changes in both the culture and the 
governance of this part of the world. The governments of Israel, Greece, Cyprus, and to a lesser 
extent perhaps Jordan, Egypt, and Lebanon are beginning to forge an economic and energy-based 
alliance, if I may use that term. But this vision, this program, this process of economic 
cooperation cannot function effectively, I would submit, unless we have a proper system of 
governance with proper mechanisms of transparency, and accountability, and law enforcement. 
For that to happen, we need to have the promotion of fundamental democratic values, the very 
idea of democracy, the rule of law, the independence of the judiciary, concepts which are, alas, 
missing in Turkey, and also I would suggest missing in vast other parts of Eastern Mediterranean, 
and most notably in Syria, but there are other countries I could mention as well. The point I'm 
making is that economic prosperity and the development of the Eastern Mediterranean region 
are inextricably connected to changes in culture and changes in governance.  
 
I’ll just give you one very simple example of what I mean. Unless you have proper governance, 
and proper accountability, and proper democracy, and the rule of law, all of these economic and 
energy related developments which may unfold over the passage of time will be at risk of 
corruption, systemic corruption. And I'm thinking here of the example of Nigeria which ought to 
be one of the most prosperous and powerful countries in Africa and indeed the world. But 
because of corruption, deep-rooted, deeply embedded and systemic corruption, the wealth goes 
to a small number of people at the top and through overseas bank accounts, and it doesn't trickle 
down to where it should, which is to the people of Nigeria. And unless we take the issues of 
governance, and accountability, and transparency, and the rule of law seriously in the East 
Mediterranean, I fear that this swing region, as Sherle very helpfully put it, might tilt into a 
corrupt region with systemic corruption and all of the other adverse consequences. So that's just 
a few thoughts from a legal and an ethical perspective. But I think that they're important to be 
added to the very interesting and fruitful discussion that we are having. So thank you for enabling 
me to make that contribution. 
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that. Elie, are you in a position to say a few 
words or not?  
 
Elie Friedman: Thank you very much. I'll be very brief because I know we’re over time. And I 
just want to thank all the participants, I've really learned quite a bit during this session. I just 
want to make a couple of brief comments about how some of the economic implications and 
health-related implications of COVID-19 relate to political stability. I'll speak specifically within 
Israel, but these have ramifications and implications for our neighbors as well.  
 
Interestingly in Israel, I'm not sure how closely some of you follow this, but we've had a very 
unstable year politically in the sense that we've had three rounds of elections and none of them 
really resulted in a clear victor. And really the impetus of the virus basically resulted in the leader 
of the second largest party Benny Gantz sort of moving down off his tree, as we say, and agreeing 
to cooperate and form this sort of, what is called at least, a national emergency government under 
the auspices of dealing with the virus and dealing with the economic fallout of the virus.  
 
Ironically, we're in a quite good situation now, but the government has just been formed with 
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respect to the spread of the virus, so at least the health emergency seems to be behind, unless 
there's a second wave in the future. But there is a severe economic crisis, there is very high 
unemployment, a lot of businesses have closed or expected to close by the end of 2020. And 
there's also another ironic aspect of this political stability, where there could have been a fourth 
election, is that the government that's been formed is considered to be extremely corrupt in many 
ways and bloated because there were all of these ministries that have been invented to sort of 
temper the ego needs or the various desires of politicians to be in positions of power. So you have 
a situation where there's a severe economic crisis coupled with a situation where a very bloated 
government has been created which creates quite a bit of anger among the public. But I don't 
think we're in a situation where we're going to see any kind of public uprising or something like 
that, it's not really in our DNA.  
 
But one implication of all this is that because many of the public are so focused on economic 
well-being and people running small businesses are in big trouble, because of this to some extent 
the elephant in the room which my colleague Yair mentioned I guess about an hour ago, which 
is the annexation plan for parts of the West Bank, is not receiving much public attention, 
unfortunately. And it doesn't seem like there is much awareness, at least among those who are 
not involved in the issue, of what the implications of it could be. Very recently, just a number of 
days ago, the Palestinian Authority notified of a disengagement where they will not be engaging 
in security cooperation with Israel anymore. And it seems like to some extent they are actually 
serious this time whereas in the past these have been more empty threats. And it just seems like 
we could be entering in the next few months some serious security instability and to some extent 
a potential unraveling of what has been built by some of the people who are in this discussion 
over the last a few decades with respect to Israeli-Palestinian relations, and how that has 
impacted Israeli relations with Jordan, Egypt and other neighbors. So this is kind of something 
that is in some ways related to the COVID crisis, obviously not directly. But because there's so 
much attention on that, some of these processes may happen kind of under the radar without 
enough public attention. It’s still not clear whether this will happen or not, whether the more 
centrist aspects of the government, like Benny Gantz’s party or the Foreign Minister Gabi 
Ashkenazi will allow this to happen. It’s also not necessarily clear to what extent Trump is going 
to push for this because it's very much a Trump-related initiative, and to what extent this relates 
to his needs in terms of the November election, his internal needs.  
 
So there are a lot of question marks. Another issue is how much regional players who have an 
interest in maintaining Israeli-Palestinian stability will try to lobby against this plan happening. 
I'm talking about Jordan, Egypt, and maybe others. So maybe I'm raising more questions than 
giving answers. But there is just some instability on the horizon on our local level, not just with 
respect to Turkey and Libya and other issues that have been brought up in this discussion. But 
within Israel to some extent because of the economic situation that has been created at least on 
a public opinion level, it seems like there's not much of a serious public discussion, at least in 
central avenues of the public sphere, with respect to how this is going to play out in the next few 
months. So I'll leave it at that, I just wanted to be brief because I know we're beyond time. If 
anyone has any questions… 
 
Andrew Lambert: Let me just ask you one, if I may. We’ve seen Benyamin Netanyahu recently 
appearing in court. How is this going to play out?  
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Elie Friedman: That's a good question. One of the reasons why there were these three election 
cycles is because the main opponent of Netanyahu, the Blue and White party led by Gantz was 
not willing to sit in a unity government with someone who had three indictments against him 
and now, just a few days ago, the actual court case has begun. This court case is going to take a 
long time. He is a sitting prime minister according to law and this is unprecedented in Israeli 
history. We have a former prime minister who has sat in prison, but he resigned, or he chose to 
basically leave his post before the indictment was going to happen and in many ways forced to - 
I'm talking about Ehud Olmert. But he can continue to be prime minister until a final court 
decision is made – this is unprecedented in Israel. Whether this will affect his policy decisions - 
it's hard to say. But to some extent we can estimate that there might be a relationship between 
the extent to which he is going to pass law enforcement agents as part of some kind of a supposed 
left-wing political ‘coup’ against his rule and the fact that he's going to advance a certain agenda, 
the annexation agenda, which kind of bolsters his standing among his loyalists. 
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much for that.  
 
George Pelaghias: Andrew, could we just also please give a comment to Ashraf and then I'd like 
to also give the opportunity to Dr. Benny Spanier as well as Dr. Eli Rettig before we close.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Ashraf, would you like to say a few words?  
 
Ashraf Naguib: Yes, absolutely. And we're going into quarantine in another forty five minutes 
so I've got all the time in the world, and this has been an absolutely amazing discussion. And I 
just wanted to make a comment on everything that we said. And I think it was a little bit more 
Turkish-centric, Libya-centric with all due respect to their impact on what we're doing. But I just 
want to send a message with the opportunity that I have with so many Israeli friends with us 
today. But let me tell you something. Honestly, for decades I have been advocating the concept 
of standardization between (inaudible) trying to translate what we call as peace between Egypt 
and Israel into main street. And every time I've tried to do that - and it has been continuous, non-
stop, very frustrating - we work on the Arab Peace Initiative, we come together, we travel, we go 
to places, we sit and we talk. And then every, how can I say… Since 2004, since we signed the 
Qualified Industrial Zones – 2005 (inaudible) the Intifada. So what I'm trying to say very politely 
and diplomatically is please, restrain from yourselves. If you are going to be part of this region, 
and you're going to give people like myself and others an opportunity to find the status quo and 
equilibrium for us to reach this utopian region that we want to get to, in consideration to the fact 
that we were talking about superpowers, maybe there is going to be a point where you will deal 
with the region not as how the region views you - as a proxy to the United States - but an actual 
part of this region, of things that we want to actually achieve together for posterity. So every time 
I take two steps forward, I do find, whether it is the American administration supporting you - 
the Israeli democracy, as it's called - that there's a disappointment, and there is a major conflict, 
and there is a hindrance, and there's a bottleneck. And we need to get people to understand that 
we need to work together because we are beyond just the concept of being global influencer, but 
we are regional players and we need to work together to actually create this region and make 
something up.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Ok, thank you very much indeed. Can I turn now to Benny Spannier, if you 
want to say a few words?  
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Benny Spannier: I just want to say thank you very much, it was interesting, and this time I have 
nothing to add.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Okay, thank you very much, that’s very easy. Elai Rettig, have you got 
anything to add? 
 
Elai Rettig: First of all, thank you George for organizing all this. Just a very brief two comments 
regarding how the pandemic affects the energy sector in Israel and the region. One is the fact 
that our possibilities to export gas have gone substantially down due to the pandemic and the 
falling oil and gas prices, which is not necessarily a bad thing. The region, the East Mediterranean 
region should really start thinking about itself not as a gas exporting region, but as a gas 
consuming region, meaning looking for more ways to use natural gas because it hasn't met its 
potential. It’s mainly using gas for electricity, definitely in Israel. It can use it for petrochemicals, 
in public transportation. Egypt is ten times the population of Israel but only uses four times its 
natural gas. So it has a lot more to expand and that's where we're going.  
 
The second thing is renewables. I agree with everything that's been said about how renewables 
should be ideally the next step for the energy mix in the Middle East. However, the fall of oil and 
gas prices have dampened that as well. Because when the price of alternatives – the fossil fuels 
are low - there's less incentive to invest in renewables.  
 
Keep in mind that at least in Israel and Lebanon, renewables just means one thing: it just means 
solar. So when we're trying to imitate Europe, when Europe sets a goal of 30% of its electricity 
mix from renewables, for Europe renewables is mainly hydro, and wind, and burning wood which 
they call renewables for some reason. Solar is barely 4% of their electricity mix. In Israel and 
Lebanon solar is all we have. We don't have enough land for wind and we don't have hydro - 
that's dependent on geography - and we're not going to burn wood. So really it's just solar. And 
reaching 30% solar - no country is coming close to that. So we need to lower expectations for 
that. But that pandemic has really hampered both our gas export potential and our renewable 
implementation. It’s not canceled. It’s just delayed. Thank you.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Thank you very much indeed for that, I appreciate that. Now, anybody else 
before I bring this session towards a close? Anybody else would like to add in or make a 
comment?  
 
Christodoulos Pelaghias: Can I just make a parting comment before you close, is that okay?  
 
Andrew Lambert: Yeah, please.  
 
Christodoulos Pelaghias: I was going to say that this crisis obviously, as every crisis, challenges 
our visions of the future. And as we've discussed today, there are several visions, competing 
visions of the future of the Eastern Mediterranean. I think I speak on behalf of most of the people 
around this virtual table that our vision is not only about collective security, it's not only about 
economic prosperity with or without hydrocarbons, and it's not only about good liberal 
democratic governance. It’s about all of those things. And I think the real question that we've 
been dealing with and we should continue to deal with is how we make sure that this vision, 
which is the vision of a voluntary regional commonwealth in the Eastern Mediterranean, will 
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prevail over other competing paradigms or visions. Thank you for attending. Andrew, thank you 
for a brilliant job that you've done. Back to you Andrew.  
 
Andrew Lambert: Well, thank you very much for that. If I can in turn thank ERPIC for 
organizing this meeting. We’ve covered an awful lot of ground and I think a lot of people have 
found bits of information they were totally unaware of. Thank you too - of course – to the 
presenters. I know that these things are not small tasks, you have to put a lot of thought and 
effort into it, and it's very useful for everybody else to be exposed to your thoughts because only 
you have the experience. My apologies though to those that I have not been able to get to speak 
or given time to speak in this particular forum. But I would encourage dialogue, and I will also 
encourage ERPIC as well to continue the dialogue, to continue the fora that give rise to these 
sorts of events.  
 
If I may just make a couple of little thoughts to finish off. It seems to me what we have here is 
almost like a complex matrix. In some situations certain countries are allies, in other situations 
the same countries are almost enemies. And that seems to me as a very confusing and difficult 
situation. I had to say when I started this process I had a fair amount of optimism that what was 
happening now was that COVID was giving us a chance to pause, just to reconsider, to reflect, to 
think whether we were actually on the right track. But as Ephraim and I think many others have 
said, we just have a pause in the play program and as soon as we press play again, it will be the 
same old music, the same old stories. And that would be a great shame if we can't manage in this 
particular juncture just try and change the tune a little bit.  
 
We’ve also talked a bit about the oil and the fact that the oil market is depressed and so on and 
so forth. That is true. And it's also true that, as Ephraim said, the train is leaving the station. All 
the renewables are going to have a greater prominence in Europe. If you go to southern Germany 
right now, you will find virtually every roof has a solar panel on it. So this is a change that is 
happening slowly but surely, and it's irrevocable. 
 
But there's one thing about the oil and the hydrocarbons in the Eastern Mediterranean. It’s an 
asset, but it's also a gloom. Because until the oil was found, people were quite often at odds with 
each other in the Eastern Mediterranean. Now that the oil and the hydrocarbons have been 
found, people to some extent are working together. And that is a good thing, a very good thing. 
So it's a glue as well as an opportunity. Now, we've discussed - and this comes back to this point 
about my original perception that was of optimism, and now perhaps I need to think about areas 
of concern - we've heard lots about elephants in the room. And I would say they're stampeding 
from left to right as we speak, but we’ve mentioned a few. Libya that is pretty much intractable. 
The West Bank obviously causing great concerns. There’s obviously the problem of Mr. Erdogan 
sitting up in Turkey. And finally, of course, there's a difficulty in Lebanon.  
 
If I might just make the point and change my metaphor slightly- we'll move away from elephants 
and I think I'll look at a fly in the ointment. And the fly in my particular ointment, and I speak 
here as a commander who used to operate in Turkey, is indeed Turkey and the AKP. My job when 
I was operating the no-fly zone was to look after the Kurds and I know very well that the Kurds 
are very much the second-class citizens in Turkey. And the idea of some neo-Ottomanism to 
make Erdogan the new sultan is still very much alive in many of the thoughts.  
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But if I may just make a few final points about the regional identity. And I think the point that 
Chris has just made - there is a voluntary regional commonwealth that is slowly emerging in the 
eastern part of the Mediterranean. And I hope that that can develop. You’ll need to work together, 
you need to coordinate. You will need to discuss at every point. You need to get a voice, and it 
seems to me there is an opportunity right now to have a voice. The elections that are taking place 
in America, and indeed a continuing situation in the rest of Europe, means that you can start to 
influence now in a way that perhaps you won't be able to influence in years to come. But it does 
mean that you like to coordinate properly without corruption.  
 
When I'm thinking of corruption, I’ll leave you with two final points, and they are these. The first 
is debt. One of the things that can happen because of a debt is that it's going to be very difficult 
to service the debt. I think I mentioned the mountains of debts that are now rising right across 
the West. What should be happening now is a new Bretton Woods to discuss how it is that the 
world can deal with this mountain of debt that doesn't seem otherwise to be serviceable.  
 
The final point I'll leave you with is this: outcomes. We have no idea how the world is going to 
change. We just know that it will change, but it will probably change in the most unpredictable 
and unconsidered way that we can imagine. I cannot see that any amount of talking will come 
up with a solution that will actually eventuate. And we will be surprised, we will be surprised at 
the direction that the world takes. And if we're going to come back in thirty years, we will be 
amazed that the situation is really rather different from what it is today.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for all your attention, thank you very much for your 
contributions, and I look forward hopefully at some stage to meeting in the flesh. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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OFFSHORE NATURAL GAS DEVELOPMENTS  
IN THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
The offshore hydrocarbon resources in the Eastern Mediterranean have the potential to bring about 
an era of economic prosperity, and energy security in a region historically plagued by instability. 
The offshore resources could also become an important part of the wider energy map of the 
Mediterranean, and southern Europe. However, existing regional geopolitical conflicts cast doubts 
over the prospects of these developments, especially as traditional land bound conflicts increasingly 
manifest themselves as conflicting claims, and maritime border disputes.  
 
The Republic of Cyprus, a relative newcomer to the hydrocarbon industry, has made significant 
progress over the last decade and have made several offshore natural gas discoveries.  
 
However, Cyprus is increasingly coming under pressure from Turkey who, set on asserting its 
regional dominance, is displaying an ever more belligerent behavior towards the island. At the same 
time, the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is also likely to affect future Cypriot offshore exploration 
and development plans.   
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION  
 
In 2010, the U.S. Geological Survey (“USGS”) released two studies aimed at estimating the 
recoverable oil and gas resources in the areas commonly referred to as the Nile Delta Basin, and 
the Levant Basin (see Plate 28). According to these studies, the Levant Basin could hold potential 
reserves of 1.7 billion barrels of recoverable oil, and 122 trillion cubic feet, (“tcf”) of recoverable 
natural gas, while the Nile Delta Basin could hold 1.8 billion barrels of recoverable oil, and 223 tcf 
of recoverable gas.1 
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To date, Egypt, Israel and Cyprus, have made most progress in exploring and developing their 
domestic resources. Egypt, with a long history of onshore and offshore hydrocarbon 
development, was estimated to hold 75.5 tcf of proven natural gas reserves in 2018, according to 
the 2019 BP Statistical Review of World Energy. 2 Egypt’s natural gas deposits will no doubt 
continue to increase, especially if there are more discoveries like that made in the Zohr field in 
2015, a gas discovery estimated at 30 tcf and considered the largest in the world. Israel, according 
to the same statistical review, is estimated to hold proven reserves of 14.6 tcf. Considering that 
this does not include the Leviathan field, estimated at approx. 20 tcf, and that several new 
offshore licenses have been issued, Israel’s hydrocarbon deposits are also likely to increase in the 
coming years.  

 
 

2. CYPRUS OFFSHORE HYDROCARBON ACTIVITIES 
 

2.1 BACKGROUND 
 
Cyprus declared its territorial sea in 1964, and its continental shelf in 1974. In accordance with 
the provisions of the 1982 UN Convention of the Law of the Sea (“UNCLOS”), of which Cyprus is 
a signatory. Cyprus proclaimed its contiguous zone and its exclusive economic zone (“EEZ”), in 
2004. 
 
Cyprus delineated its EEZ with Egypt in 2003, Lebanon in 2007, and Israel in 2010. In all three 
cases, the delineations are based on the median line principle in accordance with UNCLOS (see 
Plate 29). 
 
To date, the agreement with Lebanon has not been ratified by the Lebanese parliament. 
According to the Lebanese, the reason for non-ratification is that their maritime border should 
extend further south than what was originally agreed. This claim is in turn connected to the fact 
that Lebanon and Israel have different ideas of where the maritime boundary should be drawn. 
The difference is a pie-shaped area of 854 km² in size where their declared EEZs overlap (see Plate 
30). In 2010, Lebanon submitted its proposed maritime boundary to the UN, and Israel submitted 
its view the following year.3  
 
Due to the ongoing territorial disputes between Greece and Turkey, the continued military 
occupation by Turkey of the northern part of Cyprus (see Cyprus-Turkey Conflict, paragraph 3), 
and the ongoing war in Syria, Cyprus has not entered into any EEZ delineation agreements with 
these states.   
 

2.2 NATURAL GAS DISCOVERIES OFFSHORE CYPRUS  
 
Cyprus had its first natural gas discovery in the Aphrodite field located in Block 12 in 2011, of 
approx. 4.5 tcf. Since then, there have been a total of six exploration wells drilled, two of which 
have been confirmed to hold natural gas deposits, namely the Calypso field in Block 6, estimated 

                                                           
2 BP Worldwide, Statistical Review of World Energy 2019, www.bp.com.  
3 Blanford, Nicholas, ‘Diplomacy is key to maritime border dispute,’ Daily Star, 27 July 2011, 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/ArticlePrint.aspx?id=144722&mode=print.  
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at 6-8 tcf, and the Glafcos-1 field in Block 10, estimated at 5-8 tcf (see Plate 31). This brings the 
estimated reserves of Cyprus to approx. 15-20 tcf. Additional wells are scheduled to be drilled 
within Cyprus’ EEZ, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic all drilling activities offshore Cyprus 
have been put on hold until 2021.   
 
2.2.1  Development of the Aphrodite Field 

 
In November 2019, the Cyprus government awarded an exploitation license for the Aphrodite 
field. The license will run for 25 years, and according to media reports, the plan submitted, 
includes a subsea pipeline that will take the gas to the Egyptian liquefaction facility at Idku.4 The 
final formulation of the development plan, and the final investment decision will be subject to 
the drilling of another appraisal/development well, and as other related commercial 
arrangements for the development of export pipelines, financing arrangements, and other 
regulatory approvals.5  
 
The development is also subject to the finalization of a unitization agreement with Israel. The 
Aphrodite field is located on the border with Israel and connects to the Israeli Yishai license.6 In 
January 2020, it was reported that Cyprus was in the process of sending a proposal for the 
exploitation of the Aphrodite to Israel.7  
 
 

2.3 EXPORT OPTIONS 
 
Offshore explorations and developments are very costly, especially in cases of deep-water drilling. 
Not all oil & gas companies have the technical ability, or knowhow required, to undertake such 
projects. The profit margins of the companies involved must, therefore, be guaranteed in order 
to justify the high expenses involved.  
 
In the case of Cyprus, developing the resources strictly for the domestic market is not financially 
viable. The natural gas needed for power generation in Cyprus is low, due to the small amounts 
of gas required for power generation. Therefore, the exploitation of Cyprus’ natural gas resources 
must be combined with an export plan in order to finance the expense of extraction. At present, 
there are primarily three export options being considered: a) constructing an underwater pipeline 
to Turkey in order to supply the Turkish market, and by extension Turkey’s European neighbors, 
b) an underwater pipeline to Greece that would also link up to Italy, and c) liquefying the gas 
(“LNG”) and transporting it to international markets by ship (see Plate 32).  

                                                           
4 Ed Reed, ‘Cyprus signs off on Aphrodite exploitation plan,’ Energy Voice, 6 November 2019, 
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5 ‘Cyprus gives green light for Aphrodite development plan,’ Safty4Sea, 8 November 2019, 
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6 Amiram Barkat, ‘Israel blocking Aphrodite gas field development,’ Gloves, 8 December 2019, 
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While the construction of a pipeline to Turkey does carry certain financial and logistic merits, 
the geopolitical complications, manifested by Turkey’s military occupation of the northern part 
of Cyprus, makes such a project unlikely.    
 
In the case of a pipeline to Greece and Italy, representatives from Israel, Cyprus and Greece signed 
the East Med Agreement in Athens on January 2, 2020, under which the three states agree to 
support the so-called East Med Pipeline (“EMP”, see Plate 32). The developer of the EMP is IGI 
Poseidon, a joint venture consisting of the Public Gas Corporation of Greece (“DEPA”) and Italy's 
Edison. According to DEPA, the EMP is designed to carry initially 10 bcm/year of natural gas to 
Greece, and Europe. The approximately 1900 km long pipeline will run from the offshore fields 
to Cyprus and Israel to Greece, following a route through the Peloponnese, Western Greece up 
to the shore of Thesprotia and, via the planned Poseidon pipeline, to the Italian gas system. DEPA 
expects the pipeline to be completed by 2025. Media reports suggest that the EMP will cost 
approximately €6 billion, but the cost will only be certain once the final investment decision is 
taken by 2022.8  

While the signing in Athens indicates strong political will for the EMP, it has not yet been made 
clear how the project will be financed.9 The signing also occurred without the participation of 
Italian representatives, something that is viewed as a setback. While Rome have expressed 
support for the project, Italian press have reported that there are internal divisions over East Med 
and Trans Anatolian pipelines within the Italian coalition government. It has also been reported 
that while the European Commission have welcomed the developments on the EMP project, it is 
far from the only project considered by Brussels.10  

The financial difficulties of the project may be set aside if the EMP can muster significant political 
support from the U.S., as well as from the EU. Such support will depend on the EMP’s prospects 
of contributing to EU’s energy security vis-à-vis Russia. 

                                                           
8 ‘International Infrastructures, The Eastern Mediterranean Pipeline (EastMed),’ DEPA, 

https://www.depa.gr/international-infrastructures/?lang=en; Scott Carpenter, ‘New Pipeline Deal Gives 
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eastern-mediterranean-reserves-angering-turkey/#2d8c90e81c69;  Jannis Papadimitriou, ‘EastMed gas 

pipeline flowing full of troubling questions,’ Deutsche Welle, 2 January 2020, 
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security,’ EURACTIV, 3 January 2020, https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-welcomes-
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With Europe’s own energy supplies limited, the need for greater diversity in the oil and gas sector 
is vital to the EU’s energy security. Current EU energy security policy centers on the notion of 
diversification and interconnection.  In this respect, the Southern Corridor, which aims at 
turning Turkey into a natural gas transit hub, bringing gas from Central Asia to serve European 
needs, is a cornerstone of such diversification policy. 
 
Piped gas from Turkey, and/or the Eastern Mediterranean, is, however, unlikely to rival existing 
gas imports from Russia, primarily due to the limitation of the amount of gas that can be 
transferred via pipeline. In 2018, the EU’s gas consumption stood at 458.5 bcm, and imports from 
Russia were approximately 168.6 bcm/year by pipeline, with an additional 6.9 bcm/year by LNG.11  
 
The recently inaugurated Trans Anatolian Pipeline (TAP), considered to be of central route for 
the Southern Corridor project, will have an initial capacity of 16 bcm/year, of which 6 bcm/year 
will be reserved for Turkey. By 2026 it is scheduled to have a capacity of 30 bcm/year and may in 
the distant future reach 60 bcm/year. How much of this gas that will be reserved for the growing 
industrial needs of Turkey, and how much will be available for the European market, is still not 
clear. In addition, European imports of Russian gas will certainly continue especially with the 
completion of the Nord Stream 2 project, which will double current exports via the Baltic Sea to 
110 bcm/year. 
 
Another layer of complication to the EMP project is added by the MoU signed between Turkey 
and Libya’s Government of National Accord defining a shared economic zone on 27 November 
2019. The MoU puts waters east of the Greek island of Crete under Turkish claims, precisely where 
the East Med pipeline is set to run. Turkey will certainly use this agreement to support the 
narrative that its rights in the Eastern Mediterranean cannot be disregarded. In the context to 
the EMP, states would be hesitant to get involved in a project that would cross a maritime zone 
claimed by Ankara. Likewise, potential investors would be reluctant to engage in a project that 
carries a high amount of geostrategic risk.  

While the gas discoveries in the Eastern Mediterranean may not be able to compete with the flow 
of gas from Russia, the fact that this gas lies both within the boundaries of the EU, as well as in 
its proximity, enforces the argument that the gas should enter the European market, and that 
LNG via Egyptian liquefaction facilities at Idku or Damietta, is the most viable way to make that 
happen. However, this option may prove to be problematic as well. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
resulted in a global gas/LNG oversupply which is affecting gas prices significantly. As a result, 
expensive projects, such as those in the Eastern Mediterranean, may become less prioritized, and 
subsequently delayed.  
 
 

3. TURKEY–CYPRUS CONFLICT 
 

3.1 BACKGROUND  
 
Relations between Cyprus and Turkey have been strained since the island became independent 
in 1960. Due to constitutional complexities, the Greek and Turkish speaking communities of 
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Cyprus soon found themselves in conflict over the governance of the new state. Fighting between 
the two sides erupted in December 1963, and by March 1964 a UN peacekeeping force was 
deployed. The situation was made worse by the fact that Greece, Turkey, and the U.K. had been 
given guarantor powers over the new republic, and the increasing animosity between Greece and 
Turkey during this period, fueled tensions between the two communities. 
 
In July 1974, a Greek military coup inspired by the Junta in Athens, brought about a Turkish 
invasion of Cyprus’s northern part. The invasion resulted in the current UN-monitored ‘Green 
Line’ dividing the Republic of Cyprus, and the self-proclaimed Northern Turkish Republic. To 
date, Turkey is alone in its recognition of the Turkish Occupied Areas of Cyprus (“TOAC”), and 
non-recognition of the Republic of Cyprus.  As a result, Cyprus and Turkey are technically still at 
war since there has not been an official end to the 1974 conflict between the two states, other 
than the agreed ceasefire of 16 August 1974. 
 
Since 1974 there have been several attempts to solve the Cyprus conflict. In March 2004, just 
weeks before Cyprus was scheduled to join the EU, the UN put forward a comprehensive 
settlement plan (the “Annan Plan”), that had been negotiated in various stages since 2002, and 
was loosely based on the Swiss federal model. The Annan Plan was put to the two communities 
in a simultaneous referendum on 24 April 2004, with the Turkish Cypriots approving the plan, 
and the Greek Cypriots rejecting it. As a result, the republic of Cyprus became a member of the 
EU on 1 May 2004, but with a suspension of the acquis communitaire in the Turkish Occupied 
Areas. 
 
The Annan Plan settlement talks slowed down and was reenergized in 2015. In November 2016, 
following a year of UN sponsored negotiations between the island’s two sides, the leaders, Nikos 
Anastasiades and Mustafa Akinci, met for a series of discussions at Mont Pèlerin, Switzerland. 
The talks focused on a range of outstanding issues, including territory and governance.12 By the 
end of 2016, the negotiations prompted the UN to convene an international conference, first at 
Geneva, and then at Crans-Montana, in order to achieve a final settlement. In addition to the two 
communities, the three guarantor powers also attended the conference in order to agree on the 
future security structure for a potential settlement. Talks began on 16 January 2017 but broke 
down on 7 July 2017. The reasons for the collapse of the talks where never revealed. However, it 
is believed that one of the main issues that lead to the collapse of the talks, was the matter of 
Turkey maintaining its military intervention rights.13 
 
 

3.2 TURKEY-CYPRUS MARITIME BORDER DISPUTE 
 
Turkey strongly objects to the delineation agreements signed between Cyprus, Egypt, Lebanon 
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and Israel. It bases this objection on the arguments that Turkey, as the country with the longest 
continental coastline, has legitimate rights and vital interests in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Turkey also maintains that the Republic of Cyprus does not represent the entire population of 
the Island, and, therefore, does not have the capacity to enter into arrangements that affect the 
island’s natural resources.  
 
Furthermore, Turkey has in turn made claims to a segment of the EEZ under the Cyprus/Egypt 
delimitation agreement, west of the 32°16’18’’E parallel (see Plate 33). Turkey’s claims to follow 
the equidistance line between the Turkish and Egyptian coastlines. Turkey, a non-party to 
UNCOLS, has notified its position to the UN Secretariat. Cyprus in response has protested 
repeatedly to the Security Council, as well as to the UN Secretariat, and to the EU regarding 
Turkey’s claims. 14   
 
Turkey also objects to the definition of islands in UNCLOS article 121 based on the position that 
an island’s capacity to generate maritime zones should be restricted when the island is in 
competition with a continental costal state, and that the equidistance/median line is not 
applicable.15 Officially, Turkey maintains that Cyprus should be given limited maritime zones 
because of its size and “island” status. A claim Turkey bases on the ICJ’s 3 July 1985 ruling between 
Malta and Libya, which adjusted the median line 18 nautical miles northward to give the latter a 
larger continental shelf.16 
 
In this context, it should be mentioned that, the Permanent Court of Arbitration, in connection 
to the South China Sea, also known as the Philippines vs. China case, provided some clarity on 
the matter of the definition of islands under UNCLOS in a 2016 ruling. In the relevant ruling, the 
definition of islands, under article 121, and its application to features in the South China Sea, was 
extensively analyzed. In line with UNCLOS article 121, islands generate an entitlement to an EEZ 
of 200 nautical miles, and to a Continental Shelf in contrast to rocks, which cannot sustain human 
habitation or economic life of their own. The Tribunal interpreted Article 121, and concluded that 
the entitlements of a feature depend on (a) the objective capacity of a feature, (b) in its natural 
condition to sustain either (c) a stable community of people or (d) economic activity that is 
neither dependent on outside resources, nor purely extractive in nature. The Tribunal also 
concluded that the Convention is clear in allocating sovereign rights to a state with respect to sea 
areas in its EEZ. 17  
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The Philippines vs. China case clearly supports the position that Cyprus should be regarded as 
an island under article 121 and, therefore, is entitled to an EEZ and a continental shelf. However, 
since Turkey is not a signatory to UNCLOS it is unlikely that it will take much notice of the 
decision. 
 
Meanwhile, Turkey signed a continental shelf agreement with the TOAC in September 2011. 
Following this agreement, a “Petroleum Services and Production Sharing Contract” was signed 
on 2 November 2011, between the Turkish Cypriot administration and Turkey’s state-owned 
Petroleum Corporation (“TPAO”) for exploration in blocks A through G (see Plate 34).18 
 
In an effort to further demonstrate its own good will towards the Turkish Cypriots, Cyprus, under 
the presidency of the late Dimitris Christofias, agreed to link its energy program to the Cyprus 
settlement process. Cyprus did so by assuring the Turkish Cypriots of their joint ownership of, 
and therefore their rights to Cyprus’s energy deposits, but only after the settlement process bore 
fruit.  In accepting this linkage, the Republic of Cyprus did not directly address the issue of the 
Turkish claims upon its EEZ.  
 
As a result, over the claims made by Turkey to the west of Cyprus, and blocks awarded by the 
Turkish Cypriots to the east and south, Turkey, through the TPAO, claims large parts of Cyprus’ 
continental shelf (see Plate 35).    
 

3.3 TURKISH ACTIVITIES IN CYPRUS’ EEZ 

During the past decade, the TPAO have conducted numerous seismic surveys within Cypriot 
waters. In 2017 the TPAO proceeded to purchase its first drillship the Fatih.  In May 2018, the 
Fatih was commissioned to conduct drilling in the Mediterranean. On 4 May 2019, it was 
dispatched in order to commence exploratory drilling within Cyprus’ EEZ.19 In October 2018, the 
TPAO acquired its second drillship the Yavuz, which, on 8 July 2019, was deployed approximately 
10 nautical miles north east off Cyprus’s Karpasia Peninsula.20. Later, in October 2019, the Yavuz 
was dispatched to Block 7, where it began drilling.21 
 
None of the drillings conducted by the TPAO yielded any results. On 20 April 2020, Turkey issued 
a NAVTEX covering the area of Cyprus’ Block 6 and 7, with the Yavuz scheduled to drill in the 
area between April 20 and July 18, 2020.22 

                                                           
18 ‘Activities,’ Turkish Petroleum Corporation, p. 11, 
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4. CONCLUDING REMARKS  
 
The offshore hydrocarbon developments carry huge potentials for the Republic of Cyprus on 
many levels. However, these developments are faced with two main obstacles that may 
contribute to significant delays in bringing the natural gas to Cyprus’ domestic market.  
 
Firstly, while there are huge potentials for further hydrocarbon discoveries offshore Cyprus, 
international oil & gas companies are expected to take a more reserved position as far as high 
cost exploration is concerned because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic’s effect 
on global gas trade and pricing will also affect the decision making related to potential export 
plans, which in turn are necessary in order to justify the financial cost of extracting the resources.   
 
Secondly, the Cypriot hydrocarbon industry is increasingly becoming a pawn in Turkey’s quest 
for regional dominance. Turkey is unlikely to allow Cyprus to develop into an independent 
energy producer that, in cooperation with Israel and Egypt, could rival Turkey’s position as a 
regional transit hub for the supply of natural gas to Europe. By creating a narrative based on its 
own interpretation of international law, combined with the notion of safeguarding the rights of 
the Turkish Cypriots, Ankara’s intentions are to force Cyprus into accepting an interim 
agreement on the hydrocarbon developments. However, such interim agreement will exclude the 
western areas of Cyprus’ EEZ since it is claimed by Turkey. Cyprus would be forced to negotiate 
over the leftovers of its EEZ, and the areas awarded to the TPAO by the Turkish Administration 
in the north. The acceptance of an interim agreement under these circumstances would also 
enforce Turkey’s position that islands are not entitled to an EEZ under the Law of the Sea.     
 
 

APPENDIX 

 
Cyprus Hydrocarbon Activities Timeline 

2007 – 2019 
 
1. The first bidding round was officially opened on 15 February 2007 and closed on the 16 

August 2007.  In total, 11 Blocks23 within Cyprus’s EEZ were offered.  
 

2. On 24 October 2008, an exploration license for Block 12 was granted to Noble Energy Inc.   
 
3. On 19 September 2011, Noble Energy Inc. starts exploratory drilling in Block 12. 

 
4. On 28 December 2011, Noble Energy Inc. announced the discovery of the Aphrodite field. 

 
5. On 11 February 2012, Cyprus launched its second licensing round covering Blocks 1-11.  

 
6. On 24 January 2013, exploration licenses where granted for Blocks 2, 3 and 9 to a consortium 

of ENI and KOGAS. 
 

                                                           
23 Blocks 3 and 13 were excluded due to a MC3D seismic survey that was conducted during 

the time of the 1st Licensing Round.   
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7. On 6 February 2013, Cyprus granted exploration licenses for Blocks 10 and 11 to TOTAL. 
 
8. On 11 February 2013, 30% of the Block 12 license was transferred to Delek Drilling and Avner 

Oil Exploration. 
 

9. On 7 June 2014, the Block 12 consortium starts its appraisal drilling in Block 12. 
 
10. On 25 September 2014, the ENI/KOGAS consortium starts drilling in Block 9 in the 

Onasagoras and Amathusa wells.  
 
11. On 26 March 2015, the ENI/KOGAS consortium announced unsuccessful drilling at 

Amathusa. 
 
12. In July 2015, TOTAL’s exploration license for Block 10 is terminated following the company’s 

decision to relinquish exploratory operations after no potential drilling targets were found. 
 

13. On 3 December 2015, Cyprus approves an extension of TOTAL’s exploration license in Block 
11 for two years. 

 
14. On 18 January 2016, BG Group (now Shell) joined the Block 12 consortium, acquiring a 35% 

stake from Noble Energy Inc. 
 
15. On 24 March 2016, Cyprus launched its third licensing round for Blocks 6, 8 and 10. 

 
16. On 17 March 2017, ENI and TOTAL finalized a farm-in agreement by which ENI acquired a 

50% interest in the Block 11 license. 
 
17. On 5 April 2017, an exploration license was awarded to a consortium of ExxonMobil 

Corporation and Qatar Petroleum for Block 10. 
 
18. On 6 April 2017, the ENI/TOTAL consortium is awarded exploration licenses for Block 6, 

and ENI Block 8. 
 
19. On 12 July 2017, drilling operations starts in Block 11 at the site of the Onesiphorus West 1 

well. 
 
20. On 1 January 2018, drilling operations starts in Block 6. 

 
21. On 8 February 2018, ENI announced gas discovery in Block 6 at the Calypso field. The 

discovery confirmed the extension of the “Zohr like” play in the Cyprus EEZ. 
 
22. On 9 February 2018, the Turkish navy blocked the Saipem 12000 drillship on the way to the 

Soupia drilling site in Block 3 held by ENI. 
 
23. On 16 November 2018, ExxonMobil and Qatar Petroleum starts exploration drilling in Block 

10.  
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24. On 28 February 2019, ExxonMobil and Qatar Petroleum announced a gas discovery of 5 to 
8 tcf at the Glafcos-1 field in Block 10. 

 
25. On 18 September 2019, Cyprus awarded a exploration license to a consortium of TOTAL and 

ENI for Block 7. 
 
26. On 7 November 2019, the Cyprus government awarded an exploitation license for the 

Aphrodite field to the Block 12 consortium. 
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Greece’s Response to Turkish Naval Provocations 

 

The Hellenic Armed Forces are still in alert till the 2nd of August when the illegal NAVTEX of 
Turkey ends. But we have recently had strong indications that we’ve entered a phase of de-
escalation. We have departures of warships of Turkey back to their naval bases and 
corresponding departures coming from the Hellenic Navy. This de-escalation is a result mainly 
from very tense diplomatic activity coming from Greece, Germany and USA. And of course, to 
this result the Hellenic Armed Forces contributed with immediate reaction. And of course also 
we have the presence of two aircraft carriers, the American Eisenhower in the broader area, and 
the Charles de Gaulle, the French aircraft carrier.  
 
In order to complete the geopolitical situation in the area, we have to add also the evolving crisis 
in Libya, the Russian presence in Syria and Libya, the conversion of Saint Sophia to a mosque, 
the not very good news about Turkish economy, the East Med project validation in Cyprus and 
in Israel, and the recent military agreement between Turkey and Albania.  
 
From all this it comes out that Turkey is a permanent destabilizing factor. Its activities are not 
based on international law, but mainly on the vital space philosophy, the same that the Nazi 
Germany used to have before the World War II.  
 
And what are the prospects? I think that this de-escalation situation is temporary, since the 
expansive policy of Turkey is a strategic choice and that means that Turkish provocations will 
continue in order to lead us either to a confrontation or to negotiations under pressure. 
 
So having all this in mind, what should we do about all this?  
 
First of all, Greece and Cyprus should immediately proceed in an emergency support of the 
(inaudible) forces because this is political measures to the other side. Secondly, both countries 
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should try to reinforce a defense initiative with France, and in the second place with Israel or 
Egypt. Then we should convince the European Union and the USA that our interests in the area 
are very close to their own interests also.  
 
We should avoid a dialogue with Germany as a mediator because I think that Germany has 
significant interests in Turkey. So the dialogue with Turkey should take place within official 
institutions and under some conditions.  
 
One condition should be that Turkey stops taking provocative actions in both Greece and Cyprus. 
Another condition should be that the basis for any kind of negotiations and dialogue should be 
exclusively international law. Additionally, the basis for a dialogue should exclude the Turkish 
agreement with Sarraj government in Libya. This should not be part of the dialogue. Also, the 
only subjects on the agenda of any possible dialogue should be only the delimitation of 
continental shelf and exclusive economic zone.  
 
These are the considerations that I have about the situation. Thank you very much.  

 

 

 



203 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The EEZ Agreement between Greece and Egypt 

 

We have to comment a little bit about the recent agreement between Greece and Egypt. But 
before, as an introduction, I would like to refer briefly on the recent events till this agreement. I 
remind you that at the end of 2019, Turkey signed a maritime agreement with the Tripoli al-Sarraj 
regime. The deal was of course a signal to other Mediterranean states that Ankara can block their 
gas routes. But Greece, Egypt, Israel, US and the EU condemned this deal as illegal and against 
the international law. Turkish research and drilling vessels, as we all know, were sent into the 
waters of the so-called Blue Homeland in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and territorial 
waters of Cyprus. 
 
In June of this year, Greece and Italy signed an agreement establishing exclusive economic zones 
between the two countries and resolving long-standing issues of fishing rights in the Ionian Sea. 
Tensions between Athens and Ankara raised up after Turkey sent on 21st of last July the seismic 
research vessel Oruc Reis into an area south of the Greek island of Kastellorizo. Things moved 
rapidly and after an agreement was reached between Greece and Egypt on August 6 on their 
EEZs. The deal creates a sea corridor between the 26th and 27th meridians between the two 
nations. The agreement is based on the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
recognizing the islands’ rights. But of course this agreement needs to evolve further to cover the 
eastern part of the two EEZs. The delimitation of this area, east of the 28th meridian, is affected, 
of course, by Cyprus and Kastellorizo.  
 
There was an angry reaction coming from Turkey after this agreement. Ankara informed Athens 
that the exploratory talks that were to start on 24th August were cancelled. The Turkish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs stressed that the Greek agreement with Egypt was non-existent, that there was 
no sea border between Greece and Egypt, that the areas of responsibility allocated within Turkish 
continental shelf, that this agreement violated the rights of Libya, and finally Turkey would not 
allow any activity in these areas.  
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Are there any advantages and disadvantages in these agreements?  
 
Let’s go first to the advantages. The agreement between Greece and Egypt is within the 
framework of international law and the law of the sea, the good neighborly relations, and 
contributes to the security and stability of the region. It allows both countries to maximize the 
utilization of their resources available. 
 
At this moment, the agreement offers Greece a strategic advantage in any kind of dialogue 
between Greece and Turkey. With this deal, Greece acquires a legal title and sovereignty rights 
over an area which till yesterday was just international waters with continental shelf un-
delimitated.  
 
The third country, like Egypt, recognizes the self-evident fact that islands have their own 
exclusive economic zones and continual shelf. The illegal Turkish-Tripoli agreement is nullified 
and cannot stand in any court of international justice. Libya has to arrange soon a maritime deal 
with Greece and Italy.  
 
The disadvantage of this agreement is that the delimitation was not based exactly on the principle 
of mean distance or mean line. Greece loses an area of about 18,000 square kilometers, possibly 
rich in hydrocarbons. The delimitation does not continue east of the 28th meridian. In the future 
delimitation agreement between Greece and a neighboring country, like Cyprus for example, 
Egypt has to participate in the process according to the agreement.  
 
Concluding, Turkey has played in the recent years an aggressive and destabilizing role in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, resulting in subsequent hostilities in neighboring countries. I have to 
remind you that the Turkish Armed Forces provide substantial military support to GNA in Libya, 
converting President Sarraj into a political puppet of Turkey.  
 
I also remind you that Turkish Blue Homeland naval expansion doctrine has resulted in a series 
of unilateral claims of Turkey against Greece and Cyprus. There is an ongoing crisis between 
Greece and Turkey, which uses the research ship Oruc Reis in a provocative way.  
 
The dire condition of the Turkish economy makes rapprochement with the European Union 
imperative. We all hope that diplomacy and common sense will prevail in favor of peace, stability 
and prosperity in the area. Greece remains in alert and ready to protect its interests.  
 
Thank you very much.  
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Turkey’s Aggression in the Eastern Mediterranean and  

Its Relations with Greece 

 

So far, it is clear enough that Turkey constitutes a destabilizing force in the broader region. In 
addition, its aggressive practices in Syria, Iraq, Libya, Nagorno-Karabakh, Greece, Cyprus and the 
Eastern Mediterranean, Turkey blackmails Europe with over-immigration and keeps military 
bases in strategic areas like the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Horn of Africa, and North Africa. 
 
Just two days ago Turkey test-fired S400 missiles in Sinop at Black Sea, despite American 
warnings. The Turkish message to the West is that its bid for political and military independence 
from the West continues and nothing can stop this country from becoming a strong peripheral 
power.  
 
Turkey has also sent a clear message that Turkey could join the Eurasian block if the West takes 
severe measures against Turkey. In that case, the consequences for the West would be significant, 
since Turkey lies on the Silk Road of China and Russia finally would have full access to the Straits 
and Eastern Mediterranean. Being part of the Eurasian block, Turkey soon could become a 
nuclear power, and this would mean a lot, especially to Israel.  
 
Concerning the relations between Greece and Turkey, despite European warnings against 
unilateral actions in order to ease the diplomatic climate for an exploratory dialogue, Turkish 
provocations continue with greater intensity. The sovereign rights of Greece and Cyprus have 
been violated. The areas of promulgated NAVTEXes are getting closer and closer to the Greek 
islands and are clearly over the Greek continental shelf. Just yesterday the research vessel Oruc 
Reis passed close to the island Megisti at the distance of 9 nautical miles. At the same time, the 
Turkish-occupied but still deserted Greek-Cypriot city of Famagusta opens for Turkish 
settlement. Turkey has also made clear that its intention is to drill in Greek continental shelf, and 
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also claims a Turkish area of search and rescue, which coincides with its own unilaterally declared 
Blue Homeland.  
 
In their official statements, the Turkish president and officials are very clear about their 
intentions. The issue is not the delimitation of maritime zones, but the Turkish expansion in 
Eastern Mediterranean against Greece and Cyprus through the Blue Homeland vision. Turkey 
estimates that it is the proper time for claiming its vital space. The American election limits the 
decision-making process in USA, while the EU members are divided over the Turkish issue, and 
the EU’s soft decisions encourage Turkey to continue its aggressive policy and ask for more.  
 
What should Greece do about it? At the military level, the Greek armed forces have been 
deployed properly in order to keep the clear operational and tactical picture. They are in a state 
of high alert in order to do their duty whenever it is asked, using their available units in the best 
possible way.  
 
At the political level, Turkey has the initiative and Greece reacts accordingly. Turkish 
provocations are getting more intense in order to force Greece to use its military might. If this 
happens, it is estimated that Turkey is ready to apply immediately military force in order to gain 
limited objectives and become stronger on the negotiating table. For this reason Greece must not 
follow the Turkish tempo and fall into a trap. Greece has to choose the right time and place for 
using its armed forces under favorable conditions, if necessary.  
 
In the meantime, Greece should follow an aggressive diplomacy and immediate support of its 
armed forces as follows. Concerning the aggressive diplomacy: 
 

 a dynamic demand in the EU for economic sanctions, arms embargo and postponed 
Turkish access to the European customs union; 
 

 a clear defense agreement with France; 
 

 activation of Greek and Jewish lobby in the USA in order for this country to undertake 
economic measures against Turkey and to reconsider its relationship with NATO (I have 
to state here that many congressmen agree with this direction);  
 

 measures against the crew of Oruc Reis for violating Greek sovereign rights; 
 

 agreement with American or French oil companies in order to search and drill in areas 
covered by the international agreement between Greece and Egypt; 
 

 extension of territorial waters to 12 nautical miles in the Ionian Sea, the Island of Crete, 
and the coast from Halkidiki through Peloponnese with a clear reservation to extending 
this in the future in the rest of the country.  
 

On the military level some very quick measures should be undertaken as a political message of 
national intention not to hesitate to use force if necessary: 
 

 a longer period of service for conscripts; 
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 30,000 more professional soldiers; 
 

 support and development of existing materiel; 
 

 changing the law on procurements in armed forces (because the current law causes 
delays); 
 

 procurement of eight coastal batteries for the Aegean Sea through Crete 
 

 20 UAVs and 10 UGVs; 
 

 200-300 small fast patrol boats with smart weapons and capability to carry more than 14 
men of special forces; 
 

 strategic communications (propaganda and anti-propaganda, which is very significant). 
 

The same actions in Cyprus of course, after proper cooperation with Greece. This of course is 
over the procurements that have been announced by the prime minister concerning the 
airplanes, the frigates, etc. So this is something that does not substitute the existing intention for 
the procurement of conventional weapons.  
 
Thank you very much.  
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Greece’s Response to Rising Tensions with Turkey in the 

Aegean and the Eastern Mediterranean 

 

Turkey’s expansionism into the waters of the East Mediterranean over the last year rekindled 
maritime differences with Greece over the delineation of their continental shelf and exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ) boundaries. It also revealed Ankara’s tensed relations with almost every 
regional country and the European Union. Turkey has moved from the so-called “zero-problems 
with neighbors’” concept to the practice of “problems with almost every single neighbor”.  
 
This transformational shift is attributed to the Turkish leadership’s worldview that Turkey as the 
legitimate successor of the Ottoman Empire should be the focus of re-establishing the Middle 
East and Eastern Mediterranean regions. To this end, neo-Ottomanism has become the new 
conceptual framework of Turkish foreign policy while Turkey consistently adopts “gunboat 
diplomacy” in pursuit of its energy and foreign policy goals by employing naval power to imply 
the threat of war should its claims not be accepted. 
 
In practice, the Turkish strategy aims on the one hand to prevent regional countries from 
monetizing their energy resources in the East Mediterranean and on the other hand to expand 
Turkey’s military footprint in northern Syria, northern Iraq, Qatar, Somalia, and Libya. 
 
The Turkey-Libya memorandum of understanding (MoU) on the demarcation of maritime 
boundaries served as a vehicle of Turkey to deploy its neo-Ottoman strategy as it allows the 
carrying out of exploration and drilling operations over a maritime area that crosses through the 
EEZs of Greece and Egypt, and where the East Mediterranean gas pipeline agreed by Greece, 
Israel and Cyprus will have to cross. Turkey and Libya proceeded with the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that infringes upon the sovereign rights of third states 
and does not comply with the law of the sea, despite the fact that the two countries have neither 
overlapping maritime zones nor common boundaries.  

COMMENTARY 

Antonia Dimou* 

October 2020 

 

 

* Head of the Middle East Unit, Institute for Security and Defence Analyses 



 
 

210 
 

The Turkey-Libya MoU ignores the presence of islands in this maritime area, including the Greek 
island of Crete, violating their right to generate maritime zones as stipulated under international 
law. As Article 121 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) clearly 
stipulates, inhabited islands have the same rights to an EEZ and continental shelf like mainland 
regions. A representative case that falls in this category is the United Kingdom, an island country 
that has the fifth largest EEZ in the world comprised of EEZs around the Crown Dependencies, 
the British-overseas territories, and the United Kingdom itself. It should be noted that the illegal 
MoU multiplies benefits for Turkey. For example, the Libyan Government of National Accord 
(GNA) is expected to prioritize Turkish participation in post-war reconstruction tenders. 
Already, in exchange for Turkey’s support for the Libyan GNA, Libya transferred a $8 billion 
reserve fund to the Turkish Central Bank, helping to prop up the beleaguered Turkish economy.  
And, of course, there is evidently a continued affinity between Libya and Turkey since the GNA 
allegedly shares Erdogan’s Muslim Brotherhood orientation.   
 
Major powers criticized the Turkey-Libya MoU highlighting Turkey’s disrespect of international 
law and good neighborly relations. The United States through its State Department voiced 
concerns over the likelihood of increased tension in the region because of the signed delimitation 
memorandum describing it as unhelpful and provocative. Russia through its foreign ministry 
assessed that the Turkey-Libya MoU aggravates the already strained situation in the wider 
Mediterranean region. A harsher position was adopted by the European Council in consecutive 
meetings which concluded that the Turkey-Libya MoU “infringes upon the sovereign rights of 
third States, does not comply with the international Law of the Sea and cannot produce any legal 
consequences for third States,” unequivocally reaffirming its support and solidarity with Greece 
and Cyprus regarding these actions by Turkey. 
 
In an apparent response to the illegal Turkey-Libya MoU, Greece and Egypt signed an agreement 
on the partial delimitation of their EEZs. The agreement demarcates a maritime area that extends 
from the 26th meridian, at the eastern end of the Greek island of Crete to the 28th meridian at 
the Greek island of Rhodes. The partial delimitation agreement grants 55% of the divided 
maritime zone to Egypt and 45% to Greece. The agreement is an outcome of years-long 
negotiations and is in accordance with the UNCLOS, which recognizes all the rights of coastal 
states in their maritime zones. The agreement disregards the Turkish assertion that Greek islands 
do not have an EEZ. In so doing, it assigns to Greece and Egypt waters claimed by Turkey and 
Libya in their illegal MoU. The partial delimitation agreement between Greece and Egypt was 
ratified by their respective parliaments and thus is in full force as opposed to the illegal Turkey-
Libya MoU that not only has not been ratified by the Libyan parliament based in Tobruk, but 
also the decision to sign the MoU with Turkey has not been taken unanimously by the 
Presidential Council of the Libyan GNA as stipulated in the UN-sponsored Libyan Political 
Agreement (LPA).  
 
Turkey employs “gunboat diplomacy” to pursue its oil and gas exploration drive that expands 
from west of Cyprus to the southeast of the Greek island of Crete and to the offshore waters of 
Libya. Since mid-July of this year, Turkey opted to raise tensions with Greece and issued a number 
of NAVTEXes for the conduct of seismic surveys within Greek maritime waters. These were 
followed counter NAVTEXes from Greece. The Turkish Oruc Reis seismic survey vessel 
accompanied by several Turkish warships provocatively headed to the South Aegean Sea and in 
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the south of the Greek island of Kastellorizo to survey for natural resources over areas which 
Greece and Cyprus assert jurisdiction in the East Mediterranean.  
 
The declared Turkish position that islands in the Eastern Mediterranean - and Greek islands in 
particular - should carry no weight in the determination of maritime boundaries, especially 
because the Aegean is a semi-enclosed sea, violates both treaty-based and customary 
international law. Greece has a total of 3,100 islands of which approximately 2,400 are in the 
Aegean Sea. By comparison, Turkey has only three islands in the Aegean. And I reiterate that 
according to the international law of the sea, inhabited islands have the same rights to an EEZ 
and continental shelf like mainland regions. Therefore, the Turkish argument that Greek islands 
cannot create maritime zones because the Aegean is a semi-enclosed sea is invalid especially 
when taking into consideration that Ankara delineated its EEZ with the former Soviet Union in 
the Black Sea which is semi-enclosed on the basis of the equidistance method. In 1986, Turkey 
unilaterally proclaimed a two-hundred-mile EEZ in the Black Sea in accordance with UNCLOS, 
that Turkey however paradoxically has never signed. All this exposes Turkey’s double standards 
and selective enforcement of international law, taking Ankara further down the pathway of 
unreliability and aggressive revisionism.  
 
Greece stands solidly behind the resolution of disputes with Turkey through dialogue for settling 
the only valid bilateral difference which is the demarcation of the continental shelf and the 
respective maritime zones. There is no issue regarding the defensive shielding of the Greek 
Aegean islands that Turkey persistently attempts to include in the bilateral dialogue. The reason 
is that the status of the Greek islands in the Eastern Aegean is governed by three international 
treaties. The islands of Lemnos and Samothrace by the 1936 Montreux Convention. For the 
islands of Mytilene, Chios, Samos and Ikaria, their status is governed by the Treaty of Lausanne 
of 1923, and the Dodecanese islands by the 1947 Paris Peace Treaty. 
 
Greece’s right to militarize Lemnos and Samothrace was recognized by Turkey. For example, 
then-Turkish Foreign Minister Rustu Aras, in his address to the Turkish National Assembly on 
the occasion of the ratification of the Montreux Treaty, unreservedly recognized Greece’s legal 
right to deploy troops on Lemnos and Samothrace.   
 
For its part, the treaty of Lausanne explicitly provides that Greek military forces in the islands of 
Mytilene, Chios, Samos and Ikaria will be limited to the normal contingent called up for military 
service, which can be trained on the spot, as well as to a force of gendarmerie and police in 
proportion to the force of gendarmerie and police existing in the whole of the Greek territory. 
 
When it comes to the Dodecanese islands, the Paris Peace Treaty provides the demilitarization 
of these islands, but there is National Guard presence in these islands in accordance with 
provisions of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe. Turkish claims on the 
demilitarization of the Dodecanese islands are without foundation for a number of reasons. 
 
First, Turkey is not a signatory to the Paris Peace Treaty. It is a third state and as such no rights 
or obligations are created for or against it respectively according to Article 34 of the Vienna 
Convention on the Law of Treaties. 
 
Last but not least, Greece is entitled to defensively shield its Aegean islands that are Greek 
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territory, exercising the relevant right provided by Article 51 of the UN Charter according to 
which a UN member state has the right to legitimate defense not only in the event of an armed 
attack against it, but also in the event of a threat of use of force. Greece is entitled to defend itself, 
especially when taking into consideration that Turkey daily violates Greek airspace with fighter 
jets, repeatedly violates Greek maritime waters, has proceeded with the formation of the Aegean 
Army, and threatens Greece with a casus belli for war. 
 
One thing should be crystal clear: that Turkey’s accession to the EU is dependent on settling 
maritime differences with Greece. In case future Greek-Turkish confidential exploratory talks do 
not reach a common ground in due time, then the issue of continental shelf should be referred 
to the International Court of Justice (ICJ). The ICJ is a leading UN judicial entity that can produce 
binding rulings in disputes between states that have agreed to appeal to it. The ICJ practically 
has settled differences between states over delimitation of their continental shelf, with most 
prominent the delimitation of the maritime boundary in the Gulf of Maine in 1981, the 
demarcation of the Black Sea in 2007, and the North Sea continental shelf cases in 1969.  
 
Another avenue for settling maritime differences between Greece and Turkey is arbitration 
before the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA). The Court facilitates arbitration and dispute 
resolution between countries over issues including territorial and maritime boundaries. The 
“Philippines arbitration case vs China over South China Sea” can serve as model for the settlement 
of competing EEZ claims between Greece and Turkey due to apparent similarities of EEZ 
competing claims in the Aegean Sea and the East Mediterranean with South China Sea.   
 
Unquestionably, Greece is a uniquely positioned country and a constructive member of the 
international community that is committed to peaceful resolution of any differences with its 
neighbors through dialogue and consultation. Greece proved this very recently with the signing 
of agreements on the delimitation of EEZs with Egypt and Italy and aspires to do the same with 
Turkey. The ball is in Turkey’s court. Turkey must now decide whether to take the path of 
international legality or isolation.  
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The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict 

 

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is nothing new and it's nothing simple either. Perhaps the best 
way to understand the problem that has been evolving over the past years is to look at it quite 
simply as a map. Once you have a look at the map of the Caucasus, you see that Armenia is at the 
bottom end of what used to be the Russian Empire, it's at the eastern end of what used to be the 
Ottoman Empire, it's at the northern end of what used to be the Persian Empire, so it's in a hot 
spot that has been brewing for centuries, if not millennia.  
 
Let’s fast forward to present day. And a very quick look at what's happened in the recent years in 
Nagorno-Karabakh which is considered by Armenians as an integral part, or inseparable part of 
Armenia proper.  
 
Armenia proper, as we see it today, is the descendant and the evolution of the former Soviet 
Socialist Republic of Armenia. So by nature, we can say, as Armenia, evolved and the Caucasus 
republics evolved, so happened a few changes as well. We come to the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and you have the three Caucasus republics each declaring independence from the former 
Soviet Union before it collapsed completely and declaring themselves independent.  
 
At the same time, Nagorno-Karabakh, because it had been populated by Armenians up until the 
conflict started - the estimated Armenian population, the ethnic native population was 
considered in the region of 90% to 95% of the local population - so the mountainous Nagorno-
Karabakh territory is something that Armenians have always been longing for either to connect 
or to unify with Armenia proper, or at least to have some sort of autonomy which historically 
speaking the Armenians have said that from the Stalin ages they were deprived and denied of 
this autonomy.  
 
Azerbaijan obviously has a claim to the territory saying that what is now the autonomous region 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, which the Armenians have declared as the Republic of Artsakh, they have 
been claiming that the territory is theirs, hence it should be absorbed by the rest of Azerbaijan.  
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Now, on the other side of the map of Armenia there's also a small parcel of land called 
Nakhchivan which again the Armenians say that was taken away from them. Historically, 
Nakhchivan has been an Armenian legend and historic area going back centuries, millennia even, 
even before the Azeri people even existed.  
 
So we're looking at various parcels of land and we're not even discussing what’s happened 
between Armenia and Turkey: the genocide of the Armenians, the Ottoman Empire moving 
further east and taking over all the lands that are part of historic Armenia.  
 
We also discuss the issue of Russia. That is also very important because it is not just that Russia 
is a friendly neighbor. Russia has been involved in Armenian politics from Soviet times, obviously. 
Russia has had its eyes - every historian knows - on moving south to reach the warm waters of 
the Mediterranean. So for that reason, Russia has always had its eyes set on any territory or any 
country that could be considered an ally, friend, or a collaborator along its southern borders. 
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia also found that Armenia being isolated with, again, 
Turkey towards the west of Armenia, a hostile Azerbaijan to the east of Armenia, Iran which was 
not very forthcoming and relations were not too warm between Iran and Armenia - they were 
relatively good but they were not excellent - and then you have Georgia in the north which had 
issues of its own - it had survival issues, experimenting with its relations with NATO and the US, 
resisting Russian influence, and that obviously had annoyed the Russians.  
 
Azerbaijan with the oil discoveries and its huge investments by major multinationals who have a 
vested interest in maintaining Azerbaijan, as it is today, as a single sovereign state. The oil 
discoveries also made Azerbaijan richer and to some extent more arrogant.  
 
So Russia had to decide how to tame all these people. It tried with Georgia and it did not succeed, 
and we know where that led to. It preferred to have a business relationship with Azerbaijan 
because Azerbaijan has huge resources of energy, oil and natural gas, both on land and offshore 
in the Caspian Sea. And those pipelines that are going from Baku to the west, whether it's Baku-
Ceyhan, whether it the Trans Adriatic Pipeline that goes from Baku over to Georgia through 
Turkey and then ends up in the Balkans, either in Bulgaria, in Greece and further west into 
Europe.  
 
Enter Armenia. And Armenia has been a thorn in the side of the Ottoman Empire because it was 
a nation that it could never subdue. The Armenians have always tried to survive all sorts of 
hostilities over the centuries, persecution, leading up to massacres towards the end of the 19th 
century, early 20th century, and then, of course, the great genocide. 
 
The Armenians, a stubborn nation as they are, managed to survive and continue to survive. And 
now we come to the present-day situation where Nagorno-Karabakh together with Armenia go 
hand-in-hand - it's a sort of a package deal. So in order for Armenia to survive, it is imperative 
for Nagorno-Karabakh to survive. If Nagorno-Karabakh falls, then the Armenians believe that is 
the beginning of the end, which would delight Turkey and its present-day leadership. That would 
also be the beginning of even greater conflicts which Russia does not want. After almost two 
decades of the OSCE Minsk Group (Russia, France, and the United States) trying to mediate a 
peace deal between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-Karabakh autonomy and 
eventually independence, defining it basically as a territorial issue, explains why Azerbaijan has 
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been pushing as much as it could. And for the Armenians Nagorno-Karabakh is a survival issue 
at all levels: national, ethnic, territorial, religious and identity, and of course, culture and the 
legacy.  
 
So we come to the situation today where after the latest collapse of talks and the Minsk Group 
unable to revive peace talks between Armenia and Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh, we have 
Turkey which has been disrupting the Eastern Mediterranean, disrupting relations with Greece, 
disrupting relations with even Russia at one stage, although they seem to have found common 
ground. So the conflict between Turkey and Syria, the conflict moved from there to Libya, from 
there it moved to a gunboat diplomacy in the Mediterranean. Turkey has been pushing to get its 
own way as regards oil and natural gas resources in the Eastern Mediterranean, particularly in 
the Cyprus exclusive economic zone (EEZ). And then it started challenging the Greek maritime 
boundaries saying that all these are territory and resources that belong to Turkey.  
 
Now having tested all these various, I wouldn't call them battlegrounds, but rather conflict areas 
or conflict zones - Syria, Libya, a diplomatic conflict with Cyprus naturally continuing from the 
lack of resolution from the 1974 conflict, Turkish invasion and occupation, and then you have 
another diplomatic conflict with Greece - Turkey has now moved its attention to its eastern 
borders to see how far it can take its capabilities as regards its conflict - if you can call it a conflict, 
with Russia. So that is where Turkey has fully supported its satellite state Azerbaijan to continue 
its own conflict with Armenia because that would mean taking the military capabilities to the 
extreme and testing the boundaries of what Russia will do next.  
 
So even though this is an important conflict and an issue of survival for the Armenians, even 
though this is defending the historical rights of Nagorno-Karabakh, the people of Artsakh, there 
is also the regional issue of the Russia-Turkey conflict, and Russia trying to make sure that 
nobody enters its own backyard, as it is called. The Caucasus - we know that Russia considers it 
as its backyard. And apart from the Azerbaijani arrogance, now you have the Turkish arrogance, 
saying that they are the ones who should have a say in whatever happens in the Caucasus, which 
is what Russia does not want.  
 
Having recruiters and employing a tremendous arsenal of military equipment, Azerbaijan 
unleashed its biggest offensive in recent years against Nagorno-Karabakh, but not the republic 
of Armenia, clearly because Armenia has an ongoing military pact with Russia. Russia has a 
military base within the territory of the Republic of Armenia, and Russia quite simply said, I will 
defend Armenia if Azerbaijan invades Armenian territory. So Azerbaijan tried to avoid that at 
every cost. Turkey also tried to avoid that at every cost. And that is why Azerbaijan focused all of 
its military arsenal and bombarded the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh to an extent that it pushed 
the Armenian defenses to their extreme capabilities, and continue to do so because the Azeri 
military supremacy is far greater in numbers, but perhaps not in quality.  
 
So after Azerbaijan experimented with the new Israeli-built and the Turkish-built drones, the 
military drones that they used to bomb the Nagorno-Karabakh capital, the capital of Artsakh 
which is Stepanakert, and a few other towns, that was a very strong message that we will continue 
to bomb. Armenian ingenuity of course responded, because you have to consider that the whole 
of Nagorno-Karabakh is a mountainous region, so it is very difficult to bring in ground forces, 
such as tanks, army personnel. You only have an air superiority that is to your advantage, and 
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that is where the drones came to the benefit of Azerbaijan.  
 
After a couple of days, the Armenians managed to find a way to engage with the drones, however 
it was a David and Goliath situation. So no matter what happened, the Armenians would 
continue to be under threat. Azerbaijan would use its huge military arsenal regardless of its 
quality or its capabilities, it did not worry about that. It could afford to waste as much as it had, 
because it just has an endless pot of revenue and it could simply introduce more new weaponry 
to its own arsenal.  
 
So with the latest conflict starting in September and the bombing becoming almost relentless, 
the Armenian prime minister, up until Monday morning had been saying that the most 
important and critical towns of Nagorno-Karabakh were still in Armenian hands. The Armenian 
defense forces basically are the natives, the people of Nagorno-Karabakh and volunteers from 
Armenia as well as volunteers from the diaspora. On the other hand, on the other side of the 
conflict you have the Azerbaijani army, you have Turkish involvement, and of course you have 
the 2,000 mercenaries that President Erdogan hired and sent to aid the Azerbaijanis, despite the 
fact that they appear to have a religious difference, where one is Shiite and the other is Sunni.  
 
So when the climax of bombings continued, the prime minister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan who 
has been trying to have a good, warm and open relationship with Moscow, and to some extent 
he did have quite a good relationship, seems  to have realized that the latest conflict was perhaps 
too much to bear. The potential was that we had not seen the full wrath of the Azerbaijani and 
the Turkish forces. Most probably the prime minister of Armenia said this is as far as we can take 
it and brought in Vladimir Putin’s peace deal that had been on the table for the past few years, 
even before he came into power. Mr. Pashinyan most probably said, okay let's come to an 
agreement and let's stop the advances at that point, which is what happened after midnight of 
November 10.  
 
So Mr. Pashinyan has been accused of being the traitor for giving up territories which were taken 
by the Armenians at the cost of around several thousands of lives from the first conflict that 
started in 1989, and it moved on to the Karabakh struggle for autonomy and independence that 
went up to 1993 and 1994 when we had the first ceasefire. So after that it's been on and off, we've 
had skirmishes, we've had territories moving up, moving down a little bit a couple of yards, a 
couple of miles, taking over a couple of villages, losing a couple of towns, taking high points, high 
ground, looking down because as we said it's a mountainous region - this is very important.  
 
So we come to the present-day situation where Mr. Pashinyan has been accused of treason by his 
own people. However, according to some reports he said that the final and the most painful 
decision he took to agree to this trilateral peace deal between Russia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, 
as brokered by Vladimir Putin, was on the advice of his own military commanders who probably 
saw a worse picture ahead if they continued to resist the Azerbaijani onslaught. And we would 
have had perhaps a second genocide on our hands of the population of Nagorno-Karabakh, well 
into nearly 300,000 being annihilated by the Azeri advances.  
 
Now, as I said in the beginning, the map as we see it today. It is not just Russia-Turkey. It’s Russia-
Azerbaijan, Russia-US even, Turkey taunting its allies, even its NATO allies. So it's quite a 
complicated situation. For now, there seems to be a peace deal, the Russian peacekeepers will 
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stay there for about five years. In the meantime, Armenia has had to give up a lot of the land that 
it took in the ’89, ’91, ’93, up to ’94 conflict. That had given the Armenians free access to Nagorno-
Karabakh. The first access that Armenia proper had towards Nagorno-Karabakh was what is 
called the Lachin Corridor which was critical. Strategically, it was the only way for Armenians to 
have access to the two territories between the Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Artsakh. 
Now, the Russians will be patrolling that corridor, but knowing Turkey and Azerbaijan, anything 
is possible. It doesn't mean that there will be no more conflict for five years. But in the meantime, 
perhaps Armenia will have to reconsider its alliances. It also has to review its relationship with 
Russia to see how this will continue.  
 
Russia has been diplomatic, and that has disappointed the Armenians to a great extent. The 
Armenians had been expecting Russia to come to their rescue or at least to tell Azerbaijan to back 
off. In other words, what the Armenians have achieved in the past three decades is now almost 
all lost. So they are maintaining a big part of Nagorno-Karabakh, but everything else has been or 
will be surrendered and given back to Azerbaijan. There is now a very narrow corridor called the 
Lachin Corridor which is critical and it is very important for the survival of Nagorno-Karabakh.  
 
In general, we must say that Armenia does not have natural resources to the scale that Azerbaijan 
has. Armenia does not have energy resources, neither does the Republic of Artsakh, or Nagorno-
Karabakh.  
 
Armenia is a peaceful nation. For them it's more of an issue of survival. They must now decide 
what role Armenia is going to play in the future developments of the Caucasus.  
 
Of course, the final word is Mr. Putin’s or whoever is in control in Russia over the next few years. 
We have to see what sort of relationship Armenia will continue to have with Russia, and to what 
extent Russia will be able to provide some support, some sense of security that will defend at 
least what has been gained and what has been maintained up until the 10th of November. So that 
means keeping most of the Republic of Artsakh, Nagorno-Karabakh, intact and making sure that 
the Republic of Armenia does not concede any part of its own territory either to Turkey or to 
Azerbaijan. 
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Targeting Lebanon’s Most Precious Commodity:  

Human Capital 

 

In the space of a few months, four of Lebanon’s traditionally distinctive features of strength 
highlighting its unique human capital were severely hit and markedly set back—these are the 
Beirut harbor and three key sectors: banking, education, and medicine. The port was Lebanon’s 
conduit to the Arab interior and its flagship for Lebanese mercantile prowess and transit trade; 
the banks were the backbone of its financial vibrancy and the robust attractor of hard currency 
into the small country; the private schools and universities, many well over a century old, 
constituted collectively a unique window for the country and the Arab region through which 
intellectual, scientific, and cultural acquisitions streamed in to help in the formation of a new 
Arab youthful elite; and the hospitals and medical facilities stood as a trustworthy and accessible 
source of cutting-edge therapeutic relief for the Arab world from a wide spectrum of ailments. A 
fifth blow would be added to these four if reports surfacing are true: the Gulf States plan to end 
the issuing of tourist and possibly other work-related visas to Lebanese. And one cannot overlook 
the devastating effect the coronavirus pandemic continues to have on Lebanon’s strained health-
care facilities and buckling hospitals.   
 
Many are the outsiders who stand to gain potentially from these successive Lebanese setbacks.  
Israel comes to mind as it prepares to build on the recent cascade of normalizations with the 
Arabian Gulf and other prospective regional candidates. Obversely, Iran is poised to benefit by 
seeing Lebanon plunged more firmly into its stifling orbit. Opportunists like Erdogan of Turkey 
could try to fish in the murky waters of Lebanon’s disgruntled Sunni community.  But whatever 
is said about outsiders seeking to capitalize on Lebanon’s woes it should never be overlooked 
that many of these afflictions plaguing Lebanon are self-inflicted wounds brought on by a callous 
and corrupt political class, a veritable mafia, which continues to suck the blood out of the 
country, its crumbling institutions, and its impoverished people. Thanks to their systematic 
robbery of the state and its assets, followed by seizure of the holdings of the banking sector that 
unwittingly lent huge amounts of money from people’s private accounts to the successive 
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governments run by these same crooks, Lebanon today is bankrupt, in default of paying interest 
on its massive debt, and consequently hurtling fast towards failed-state status. 

This ruthless mafia of criminal politician-thieves is protected by Iran’s proxy militia, Hezbollah.  
It is this paramilitary organization, serving a foreign agenda, which allegedly hence 
unconscionably stashed hundreds of tons of highly explosive ammonium nitrate in the Beirut 
port only to see these explode on August 4, 2020, in a catastrophic fireball that destroyed the 
port, flattened a third of residential Beirut - the mostly Christian neighborhoods - killed some 
200 individuals while injuring over 6000, and caused more than 300,000 people to become 
homeless. Hezbollah not only turned a blind eye to the ensuing misery for the already suffering 
Lebanese, they have proceeded to carve out for themselves and their diehard followers an actual 
state-within-the-state in the areas under their direct control, namely Beirut’s southern suburbs, 
Shiite villages across South Lebanon, and large swaths of the Bekaa Valley. Their autonomous 
and heavily armed enclave is complete with its own ATM machines operating outside the 
country’s banking system, stashes of hard currency that has otherwise disappeared from the 
hands of ordinary Lebanese in the other communities, social services catering exclusively to 
Hezbollah’s loyalists, and the brisk smuggling of goods including fuel and medicines from 
Lebanon to neighboring Syria while weapons flow in Hezbollah’s direction across the porous 
Syrian border as well as via the airport that they principally control.   
 
It has become all too evident that this mafia-militia cartel now strangling Lebanon stands to gain 
from the further impoverishment to the point of destitution of both the Lebanese state and 
people.  According to their infernal logic, the poorer the people become and the deeper the state 
sinks into failure the more dependent the suffering masses will be on meager handouts from this 
heartless class of former warlords-turned-kleptocrats, thereby ensuring they remain firmly 
entrenched in the saddles of power. For this reason Hezbollah and its allies among the crooked 
politicians have resisted all IMF overtures to step in with an austere plan of rescue provided the 
Lebanese government initiates urgent reforms in many of the country’s ailing economic sectors 
plagued by decades of corruption. No such reforms have been forthcoming from any of the recent 
Hezbollah-dominated governments.   
 
Moreover, when President Emmanuel Macron of France, using the catastrophe of the port 
explosion coupled with the occasion of the centenary on September 1 of the creation in 1920 by 
the French of Greater Lebanon, stepped in laying France’s prestige and credibility on the line to 
press for the formation of a government of technocrats ready and willing to commence serious 
reforms, the vicious criminal cartel prevaricated thereby stonewalling the attempt. Macron had 
been willing to convene an international conference of donors for Lebanon to jump-start the 
country’s urgently needed bailout, but when the government he was calling for never 
materialized French efforts ground to a halt. In parallel, it was also clear that Washington was 
not very excited about the French initiative succeeding since the Trump administration wanted 
to push its maximum-pressure campaign against Iran and its proxies and regarded Paris’s 
vagueness on the designation of Hezbollah as both a political party and a military organization 
as hindering that strategy. Washington’s position has since hardened by making it clear to all 
that a government that includes a member of Hezbollah in any cabinet post will be unacceptable. 
Thus, as of this writing, Lebanon remains without a government. 
 
Meanwhile, the country continues to deteriorate on every indicator with the already severely 
depleted reserves of the Central Bank approaching dangerously low levels. This seems perfectly 
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fine with Hezbollah since by blocking any avenue of assistance coming from the West hence 
accelerating the specter of destitution they will have set the stage for China to throw the 
exhausted Lebanese a lifeline that would ensure the country’s forced orientation towards the East 
- Syria, Iran, and China - and away from Lebanon’s traditional Western-Arab identity markers. 
This is precisely what is meant when present-day Lebanon is described as a hijacked country by 
Iran and hostage to its whims. 
 
Two distinct versions of the Middle East appear to be taking shape in the region: a 21st century 
modern, prosperous, affluent, and stable Middle East featuring Israel along with the growing 
number of Arab states in the process of normalizing relations with it, and a dark-ages Middle 
East resembling a large Gaza-like prison under Iran’s tutelage. For its part, Turkey under Erdogan 
seems to be charting an uncertain course replete with pitfalls. The popular street uprisings in 
Lebanon that broke out in October 2019 as an angry response to the emerging collapse of the 
country at the hands of the thieving politicians and their protectors cut across sectarian lines and 
united people from all walks of life around basic demands of financial solvency, economic 
wellbeing and security, and the chance to have their voices heard in the workings of a state not 
beholden to the Iran-run militia-mafia cartel. Their revolution has not shriveled or died away 
despite not being out in the streets in large numbers every day; it remains in the hearts and minds 
of the majority of Lebanese. This steadily expanding majority is itself the true measure of the 
robust endurance of Lebanon’s popular uprising, and it desires nothing less than to join the 21st 
century Middle East now coalescing. 
 
However, there are unmistakable signs of fatigue and attrition, particularly among the youth.  
Many who have the means are either leaving Lebanon, or seeking to leave to study or work 
abroad, and some are doing so to emigrate for good. A significant portion of this exodus is 
composed of Christians with the clear result of upsetting the delicate demographic balance 
among the various religious communities. The outside world, even if genuinely sympathetic to 
the plight of Lebanon, rightfully refuses to give the ailing country any assistance unless real 
reforms are launched across the board. But to expect the very crooks responsible for the country’s 
demise to reform their ways is like expecting the fox to care for the chickens once in the coop 
with them. Collective punishment of the hapless Lebanese people as a whole seems to be the only 
game being played, and with no discernible purpose or benefit for anyone except maybe to 
prolong the life of the culprit cartel. So Lebanon languishes as a result of this circular standoff 
between outsiders who can help and insiders aided by other malicious outsiders who will not 
provide the minimum conditions needed for such help to come in. Once government subsidies 
for basics like fuel, grain, and medicines run out, the country will quickly go over the abyss into 
chaos with untold impacts on the neighboring area as far away as Europe. 
 
The refrain often heard repeated by some Western envoys and diplomats addressed to the 
Lebanese people is: no one is going to help you get rid of Hezbollah; you will have to do it by 
yourselves before anyone else comes to your aid. This is tantamount to incitement to civil war. It 
is like asking the hostage to free himself from the clutches of his armed captor. Why is this the 
only option being presented to the Lebanese? The imprisoned Lebanese people, the majority of 
whom are opposed to what Hezbollah and the gang of crooks they protect have been doing to 
their country, are simply not going to plunge Lebanon into a bloody and devastating civil war 
just to “qualify” in the eyes of some for outside help - this is absurd!   
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Instead, a potent soft power weapon is in the possession of the Americans, and to a lesser degree 
some of their European allies like France, and Washington at least has begun to deploy it in 
earnest against the corrupt thieves ruling Lebanon - it comes in the form of effective targeted 
sanctions that go under the name of the Global Magnitsky as passed by the US Congress, and it 
is bipartisan regardless of which party controls the White House. The beauty of this option is 
that it is virtually cost-free and does not involve boots on the ground, yet if prosecuted cleverly 
based on the vast and detailed financial and intelligence information at the disposal of the US 
government and its agencies, it stands an excellent chance of netting back for Lebanon much of 
the stolen money, pulling the rug from underneath Hezbollah’s feet by weakening their cartel 
and plunging it into disarray, and it places the US in the driver’s seat to refashion a future 
Lebanon pretty much the way it pleases using Lebanon’s own retrieved funds. If done 
meticulously, it would represent a master stroke and a trump card in the softpower arsenal of 
Lebanon’s good friends abroad.  As one after the other in the corrupt ruling class begins to 
stumble and squirm under the weight of Magnitsky’s sledgehammer, the downtrodden people of 
Lebanon will rise up anew to resume their open defiance directed against the crumbling putrid 
order. The mafia, a major ally of Hezbollah, will be in terminal trouble also diminishing the 
militia’s ability to continue its hijacking of the Lebanese. The whole nefarious setup of Iran will 
have begun to unravel. 
 
As a roadmap for Lebanon’s salvation this is a pathway fraught with landmines and uncertainties, 
but surely worth the risk given the high stakes: nothing less than the eventual dislodging of Iran 
from the Eastern Mediterranean. In parallel, and as a coveted prize, would be the salvaging of 
Lebanon’s precious human capital that has constituted its main gift to itself, to the Arab region, 
and to the world at large wherever enterprising Lebanese have landed and succeeded. The four 
damaged sectors of education, health, banking, and trade, plus a reversal of the current wave of 
emigration - all these stand to experience a rebirth once the cartel is fatally wounded. 
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Varosha-Famagusta – Historical Notes 

 

Following the two illegal Turkish invasions of Cyprus in 1974 the Turkish army captured 
Famagusta too, as planned. Varosha is part of the city of Famagusta and was the touristic area of 
Famagusta. Subsequently, the Turkish army fenced ‘Varosha’ off and no one was allowed in ever 
since, apart from the Turkish army and UN personnel.  

 
The Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit had fully informed the British Government of his 
invasion plans during their crucial meeting at 10 Downing Street, during the evening of 17th July 
1974. Famagusta was included in his plans. This was confirmed by the Joint Intelligence 
Committee’s flash telegram “Secret UK/US eyes only” on 9th of August 1974 to Geneva for James 
Callaghan, the then Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary at Geneva II. 
 
The historical evidence read:  
 
“…The plan is for a westward drive to a point 5 miles east of Morphou. From there the line would 
run east to Nicosia where, after capturing the Ledra Palace hotel… Turkish troops would advance 
up to a line… Following airborne and command operations in the Chatos area, the line would 
eventually run from the Famagusta Gate along the old Famagusta Road to the Famagusta port. 
…The plan is in conformity with what we knew of Turkish planning prior to the intervention. We 
think the Turks always hoped to secure Famagusta. The area to be taken and held under phase 2 
would amount roughly to the 30 per cent of Cyprus territory which Ecevit has spoken about…” 
 
On the 21st April 1978, the then Secretary General of the UN, Austrian Kurt Waldheim, informed 
the American Secretary of State Cyrus Vance that the Cyprus President, the late Spyros 
Kyprianou, had rejected the Turkish proposals and suggested that they needed the Turkish side 
to come up with some inducement to the Greek side and Varosha was a good one, in order to 
lure the Greek side to negotiate. On the 11th of May 1978, Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit, 
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in a speech in Bonn (Germany) uttered (albeit lucking sincerity) something to that effect.  
 
On the 19th May 1979, in the second set of guidelines for the negotiators between President Spyros 
Kyprianou and the Turkish Cypriot leader, late Rauf Denktash, under the chairmanship of Kurt 
Waldheim, paragraph 5 of those guidelines read: 
 
“5.Priority will be given to reaching agreement of the resettlement of Varosha under U.N. auspices 
simultaneously with the beginning of the consideration by the interlocutors of the constitutional 
and territorial aspects of a comprehensive settlement. After agreement on Varosha has been 
reached it will be implemented without awaiting the outcome of the discussion on other aspects of 
the Cyprus problem.” 
 
However, the aforementioned commitment for the resettlement of Varosha has not been fulfilled 
by the Turks, to-date. 
 
British position - Sir David Owen  
 
According to the released official British Foreign Office documents during the 
years  1979/1980,  when the Americans supported the idea that the issue of Famagusta/Varosha 
should be dealt with as a separate issue, the then British Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary, 
David Owen (later Lord Owen), disagreed. He supported its inclusion in a “package solution” 
which was much nearer to the Turkish position.  
 
Turkish position  
 
During the whole of 1980 the Turks demanded recognition. On the 15th November 1980, the then 
so-called “foreign minister” of the regime of occupation, Kenal Atakol, explained to D. J. Plumbly 
of the Foreign Office what the Turkish Cypriot side meant by the “return of Varosha”.  He 
confirmed that only the seaside coastline with the hotels was on offer, and this, with the proviso 
that they would be given recognition of “Ercan” airport.   
 
Argentinian Hugo Gobbi, the then Permanent Representative of the UN Secretary General in 
Cyprus followed. He told the British Foreign Office that in actual fact Varosha would remain in 
the hands of the Turkish Cypriots and the Turkish Army. 
 
On 30th December 1980, the Turkish Official in charge of the Cyprus problem in Ankara 
confirmed to the British Foreign Office that the Turkish side might give a map with the actual 
size of the Varosha area and stressed emphatically that only Varosha was under consideration 
and that the old city of Famagusta was not at all included. The Turkish side regarded as first step 
towards an agreement of the area of each zone. 
 
Following the unilateral declaration of independence on 15th November 1983 by Rauf Denktash, 
the UN Security Council issued Resolutions 541/1983 and 550/1984 drafted by the British as the 
penholders for Cyprus at the UN. The latter of which specifically: 
 
“3. Reiterates the call upon all States not to recognize the purported State of the "Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus" set up by secessionist acts and calls upon them not to facilitate or in any way 
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assist the aforesaid secessionist entity; 4. Calls upon all States to respect the sovereignty, 
independence, territorial integrity, unity and non-alignment of the Republic of Cyprus; 5. Considers 
attempts to settle any part of Varosha by people other than its inhabitants as inadmissible and calls 
for the transfer of that area to the administration of the United Nations…” 
 
The return of Varosha came up again with the Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) of 1993/94 
that followed the rejected so-called “Ghali Ideas” which were in fact drafted by the British Foreign 
Office following the Security Council Resolution 649/90 which was accepted by the then 
President of the Republic of Cyprus (RoC) George Vasiliou who had accepted the bi-communal 
bi-zonal federation without such a mandate by the people.  
 
Constitutionalist and adviser for the RoC Dr. Claire Palley in a lengthy opinion regarding the 
CBMs was categorical for their acceptance and in particular over the issue of Varosha she wrote: 
 
“In order to get return of a desert to which its owners are entitled, all other Greek Cypriot refugees 
are in practice being sacrificed – what used to be called ‘Famagustization of the Cyprus problem’.” 

As years went by and the British Government’s stance differed significantly from its own 
resolutions. The first indication was spotted in a letter to the then Conservative Member of 
Parliament David Burrowes by the then Prime Minister David Cameron. Having repeated that 
Britain supports the Security Council Resolutions he concluded that “it is my belief that a 
comprehensive solution continues to be the best hope for the settlement of the issue (of 
Varosha).” 
  
The same view was simultaneously adopted by the then Secretary General of the UN. 
 
David Cameron’s stance was followed by the then Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary Philip 
Hammond. On 10th of April 2015 he re-iterated that the issue of Famagusta would be solved 
through a comprehensive settlement and that it was too difficult to be dealt with separately. 
 
On 25th of September 2020, the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (its new name 
since September 2020) in a letter by its Foreign Minister for European Neighbourhood and the 
Americas Wendy Morton to Sir Roger Gale MP, re-iterated also that:  
 
“… The British Government continues to support a comprehensive and durable settlement of the 
Cyprus problem… We remain convinced that, at the end, a durable settlement will be the best 
opportunity for the settlement of complicated matters, including the issue of Varosha.” 
  
Conclusion 
 
Having knowledge of the released British documents over the years up to the most recent releases 
i.e. 1993/94, I believe that a) Famagusta was always in the Turkish plans during the two invasions, 
and b) they never meant to return Famagusta as the Greek Cypriots were ironically led to believe 
since 1974. This was an illusion albeit created by the Americans following the Greek lobby’s 
insistence for some action but which stumbled on the British disagreement as well as the Turkish 
ambitions. Kurt Waldheim (and his successors), the British, and foremost the Turks used the 
“return of Varosha” all these years to lure the Greek side to carry on negotiating but always adding 
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to their demands making that “return” impossible to materialize with more concessions. It was a 
game of hypocrisy because as Ecevit had also said during his speech in Bonn,  
 
“The value of that area cannot be measured in percentages. The value of the area of 
Varosha in financial prospective for the area is equal to half of the island.” 
 
After 46 years Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots decided to open the area in late 2020 for 
themselves just as Ecevit had envisaged… 
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Concluding Remarks to Volume 5 

 

The beginning of the second decade of the 21st Century was marked by several auspicious events. 
The outbreak and rapid spread of the Corona epidemic was perhaps the most worrisome. The 
delay of most countries to come to grips with the magnitude of the challenge meant that the 
epidemic was able to reach global proportions. By the time, efforts to devise a cure rendered 
results, the economic effects for most countries were heavy.  

Another watershed event in the early part of the year was Britain’s withdrawal from the European 
Union. Brexit compounded the financial and economic challenges of the corona crisis and 
strengthened a sense of antagonism towards a German-led European block. With regard to the 
East Med, Britain sought and obtained several close trade agreements with Turkey as a way of 
strengthening its role in the region. This British gesture towards Turkey coincided with a more 
dynamic projection of Turkish naval power in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Aegean. 
Beyond the maritime sphere, Turkey also escalated its operations in Syria further seeking to 
dominate areas of the country with an actual or potential Kurdish presence. Similarly, in Libya 
Turkey came down heavily in support of its favored faction. In both cases Turkey ignored the 
admonitions of Russia and the presence in the field of opposing Russian forces. Indeed, Islamist 
power in the region is being recruited and used in a quest for regional hegemony. The Republic 
of Cyprus among the weakest and most vulnerable states in the region, offers great capital for the 
Islamists.  One need only consider the effects on Europe and the west of an inter-communal and 
attendant regional crisis, triggered by unchecked refugee and illegal immigration inflows. 

Another landmark for the year was the coming to fruition of sustained secret negotiations 
between Israel and several Gulf States that gave rise to a series of accords that marked their 
mutual recognition. Most importantly, what came to be known as the Abraham Accords marked 
the acceptance by some Arab leaders of the logic that normalization of Israeli-Arab relations 
would facilitate the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian problem, which was therefore no longer 
a precondition to such normalization. Iranian hegemonic aspirations in the region are causing a 
deepening process of polarization in the Middle East between two blocks: Israel and the Arab 
Gulf States with Egypt and Jordan on one side and Iran and its proxies in Iraq, Yemen, Lebanon, 
Palestine and Iranian presence in Syria, on the other side. The Palestinian issue has been in many 
ways sidelined. Such polarization may open the way to further radicalization and may even lead 
to a regional conflagration, or instead pave the way for a positive process of conflict 
transformation all parties are interested in. 

One event during this year that elicited a great deal of consternation and pessimism, especially 
with regard to the response of the EU and the West in general, was the blast that devastated the 
port and the city of Beirut. The events that led up to this catastrophe and especially its continuing 
consequences upon Lebanon and its people, strikes a dark note regarding the international 
community’s chronic inability to help address the problems of this perpetually failing state.  
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A further example of European and more generally Western unwillingness or inability to 
effectively engage with the region came in the wake of Turkey’s full military support of Azerbaijan 
against Armenia in the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh. Azeri adoption of a militarization 
option in its dispute with Armenia was greatly influenced by its certainty of Turkish support and 
Western reticence. In this context, Turkey’s ostensive confrontation with Russia, demonstrated 
its continued usefulness to the West. Indeed, among leading European States there seems to be 
a deeper acceptance that as long as Turkey directly or indirectly uses its EU-accession resources, 
or a significant part of them, to purchase sophisticated European weaponry, then Turkish actions 
are not subject to effective objections. It is also apparent that a deeper special relationship 
between Turkey and Germany, forged in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, has 
been driving the soft reaction of the EU towards Turkish activities in the region. Such activities 
have included the destabilization of Syria, adventurism in Nagorno-Karabakh, Libya, the Aegean 
and the Eastern Mediterranean, as well as the use of refugees to undermine the sovereignty and 
the internal security of its neighbors. France alone among the major European powers has sought 
to support front-line countries that are facing Turkish actions.  French interests in the Levant 
including Syria and Lebanon, and French support of and participation in the East Mediterranean 
Gas Forum, and an increased French military presence in the East Mediterranean elicited strong 
Turkish verbal reactions.  

The escalating level of tensions in the region suggests that the soft power of the so-called 
international community is apparently losing its relevance. Revisionist actors are no longer 
concerned with the law and custom of international behavior. UN decrees no longer carry the 
expectation that failure to comply involves the potential cost. Moreover, in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, neo-imperial aspirations coupled with the draw of religious fundamentalism and 
political theocracy profoundly threaten Western values. In the region’s periphery, concepts of 
Eurasianism and the “Civilizational State,” further echo a nostalgia for the return of the multi-
ethnic imperial state. The list of subscribers to such concepts includes Russia, China, Iran and 
even Pakistan, Qatar and Turkey. The US and Europe are eager to criticize Russia, China and 
Iran, but avoid criticizing Turkey, Pakistan and Qatar. As a result, Turkey with Qatari and 
Pakistani cooperation is re-establishing the foundations of neo-imperial power. What the West 
appears to ignore is that Turkish neo-imperialism and the re-establishment of the Caliphate, a 
stated Erdogan-goal involves a dramatic paradigm shift that has been internalized by a broad 
sweep of Turkish public opinion.  A return to the kind of religious empire that a new Caliphate 
represents a new historical period, where religious tolerance, human rights, individual freedoms 
and liberal democracy and the rule of law, other than religious law, will take second place to 
religious law. For small nation states that have staked their survival on an international system 
inspired by Western liberal values, a descent into such a theocratic post-Westphalian system will 
have enormous consequences. Moreover, the successes of a new illiberal and non-democratic 
paradigm is an inspiration for non-democratic elements in Western societies. A new dark 
standard is thus being raised over a communion of forces in the west and elsewhere, in pursuit 
of illiberal, undemocratic, ultra-nationalist, revisionist agendas often with a common anti-
Semitic streak.  

In the shadow of competing regional hegemonic bids, western sponsored regional security 

structures must be further enhanced, favoring the development of a voluntary coalition of a 

liberal democratic, collectively secure and economically prosperous region.  A collective effort to 

develop a functioning security structure for the Eastern Mediterranean appears to be essential. 

The 3+1 partnership between Greece, Israel, Cyprus and itself is an important beginning. This 
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partnership has been sealed by the East Mediterranean Act of 2019 - providing for cooperation of 

maritime security, energy initiatives, the establishment of the Eastern Mediterranean-United 

States energy center, and the rejection of interference by other countries into Cyprus’s exclusive 

economic zone and Greece’s air space. As a second step the integration of the EU into the 3 plus 

1 partnership will be essential and allow the Western democracies to apply democratic values in 

the struggle against terror and violence.1 As a third step Jordan, Egypt and the Arab Gulf States 

who understand the significance of East Mediterranean cooperation should be integrated into 

the emerging regional and intra-regional security structure. In such a context Europe’s and 

Israel’s traditional relations with Russia could eventually work towards encouraging Russia to 

support a regional status quo that potentially would offer Russia its own stake in the region and 

would contain Turkish and Iranian regional hegemonic aspirations.  

In such a configuration it should be possible to build a bridge of stability and prosperity from the 

Arab Gulf in the East to the Mediterranean in the West.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Idit Shafran Gittleman, Amichay Ayalon, ‘Democracy’s Struggle against Terror: A View from Israel,’ 
The Israel Democracy Institute, 2018, https://en.idi.org.il/publications/24113. 
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